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Colombes, June 2, 2017 

 

Arkema files a new complaint with the European 

Commission on the use of the refrigerant 1234yf in 

car air conditioning  

 

Arkema files a new complaint with the European Commission against Honeywell for abuse of dominant 

position with respect to patents covering the use of the refrigerant 1234yf in car air conditioning 

systems. 
 

 

Arkema is convinced there are compelling new grounds for the European Commission to pursue an abuse of 

dominance case and that Honeywell’s practices are preventing fair competition to the detriment of consumers, 

car manufacturers and the environment. In fact, these grounds appear even more pressing today than at any 

time in the past, as the entire car industry is moving to worldwide deployment of 1234yf as the low global warming 

potential (GWP) refrigerant for car air conditioning. Consistent with the new complaint, Arkema has withdrawn its 

previous complaint.  

  

1234yf is the refrigerant that replaces R134a in car air conditioning systems, following entry into force of new 

European rules on 1st January 2017.  As a major player in fluorogases, Arkema aims to participate in the 1234yf 

market, for which it has developed its own production technology and is ready to quickly supply the market. 

 

Arkema looks forward to the European Commission’s thorough and timely investigation of Honeywell’s anti-

competitive practices.  

 

Arkema is confident the new complaint will ensure a straightforward path to enable Arkema to contribute to a 

competitive market by obtaining a worldwide FRAND (fair, reasonable and non-discriminatory) licence to 

Honeywell’s patents.  

 
A designer of materials and innovative solutions, Arkema shapes materials and creates new uses that accelerate customer performance. Our 

balanced business portfolio spans high-performance materials, industrial specialties and coating solutions. Our globally recognized brands are 

ranked among the leaders in the markets we serve. Reporting annual sales of €7.5 billion in 2016, we employ approximately 20,000 people 

worldwide and operate in close to 50 countries. We are committed to active engagement with all our stakeholders. Our research centers in North 

America, France and Asia concentrate on advances in bio-based products, new energies, water management, electronic solutions, lightweight 

materials and design, home efficiency and insulation. www.arkema.com 
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