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BHP BILLITON PLC - TRANSACTION IN SHARES

BHF Billiton Limited announces that on 6 December 2008 it purchased 1,000,000 ordinary shares of BHP
Billton Ple at an average price of 975.387 pence per ordinary share.

Following the above purchase, BHP Billiton Plc holds 25,420,000 of ifs ordinary shares as reasury shares
and BHP Billiton Limited holds 52,660,000 of the ordinary shares in BHP Billiton Plgc, for a total of 78,080,000
shares. The iotal number of BHP Billiton Ple ordinary shares in issue (excluding shares held as treasury
shares and shares held by BHE Billiton Limited} is 2,390,087,002.

For further information, please contact:

Investor Reiations Company Secretary Company Secretary

Mark Lidiard BHP Billiton Plc BHP Billiton Limited

Office: +44 (0) 20 7802 4156 Robert Franklin Jane McAloon

Mobile: +44 (0} 77 8993 4942 Cffice:  +44 {0) 20 7802 4116 Office: +81 3 9608 2445
Mobile: +44 (0} 7824 302684 Mobile: +61 448 551 895

Further information on BHP Billiton can be found on our Internet sife: www.bhphilliton .com
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