
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Press release 

 
 

SES NETWORKS TO PROVIDE CONNECTIVITY ACROSS BURKINA FASO 

 

Solution designed to improve, extend and reinforce administrative services  
within the country  

 
LUXEMBOURG, 7 June 2017 -- SES (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) 
announced that it has been selected to lead a project to extend high-speed communications 
infrastructure throughout Burkina Faso.  
 
SES Networks will be providing the full end-to-end solution, including wireless terrestrial 
communication and integration with the available optical fibre backbone, to connect 881 sites for 
e-government, education and health across Burkina Faso. In order to enhance connectivity in 
the landlocked country, SES Networks will be using high throughput, low latency satellite 
capacity via its Medium Earth Orbit (MEO) fleet, and will provide managed service and 
maintenance support from Luxembourg, and through a local presence in Burkina Faso.  
 
The solution is specifically designed for the Support Programme of the Reinforcement of 
Communication Infrastructures (PARICOM) and supports the Burkina Faso e-governance policy 
through a Luxembourg development cooperation project. This project is part of the Indicative 
Cooperation Programme established for the period 2017-2021 between Luxembourg and 
Burkina Faso. It aims to improve the quality, reliability and accessibility of IT and communication 
infrastructure throughout the country.  
 
Following the implementation by SES Networks, Burkina Faso will own a high-speed, flexible 
and reliable telecommunications network for essential government needs, strengthened through 
satellite technology and additional wireless terrestrial coverage. The terrestrial wireless part of 
this network will be operated by Burkina Faso’s National Agency for Promotion of Information 
and Communication Technology (ANPTIC). 
 
“Upon conclusion of the project, Burkina Faso’s administration will enjoy the benefits of a 
cutting-edge, next-generation network,” said Gerhard Bethscheider, Managing Director at SES 
Techcom Services, part of the newly-created SES Networks business unit. “The combination of 
terrestrial and satellite links is the optimal solution in this case, empowering network reliability 
and increasing IP throughput. We have the necessary capabilities and extensive expertise in 
delivering such end-to-end solutions, and are ready to replicate this model in other African 
countries.”  
 
The project follows on SES’s earlier collaboration with Commission Electorale Nationale 
Independante (CENI), which enabled secure digital transmission of the electoral results of the 
Burkinabe Presidential Election in 2015.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

For further information please contact: 
 
Markus Payer 
Corporate Communications 
Tel. +352 710 725 500 
Markus.Payer@ses.com  

 
 
 
 

 
 
Follow us on:  
 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SES_Satellites 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/ses 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SES.Satellites  
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/SESVideoChannel 
Blog: https://www.ses.com/news/blogs  
Media Gallery: https://www.ses.com/media-gallery 
SES White papers are available under: https://www.ses.com/news/whitepapers 
 
 
About SES 
 
SES is the world-leading satellite operator and the first to deliver a differentiated and scalable 
GEO-MEO offering worldwide, with more than 50 satellites in Geostationary Earth Orbit (GEO) 
and 12 in Medium Earth Orbit (MEO). SES focuses on value-added, end-to-end solutions in two 
key business units: SES Video and SES Networks. The company provides satellite 
communications services to broadcasters, content and internet service providers, mobile and 
fixed network operators, governments and institutions. SES’s portfolio includes the ASTRA 
satellite system, which has the largest Direct-to-Home (DTH) television reach in Europe, O3b 
Networks, a global managed data communications service provider, and MX1, a leading media 
service provider that offers a full suite of innovative digital video and media services. Further 
information available at: www.ses.com 
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