
  

  

 
Akzo Nobel publishes Global Coatings Report 
 
Arnhem, the Netherlands, June 8, 2006 — The first ever global assessment of the 
coatings market and its future prospects has been published by Akzo Nobel, the 
world’s leading coatings manufacturer. 
 
The Global Coatings Report 2006—which will be officially launched today at Somerset 
House in London, UK—not only offers an independent and comprehensive market overview 
compiled by the business intelligence specialists Euromonitor, but also highlights the role of 
coatings in providing color and protection, as well as explaining the technology and 
innovation behind coatings development and production. 
 
“One of the aims of this report is to challenge the popular misconception that coatings are 
boring,” explains Akzo Nobel CEO Hans Wijers, who is also the company’s Board of 
Management member responsible for Coatings. “We’ve all heard the saying ‘it’s like watching 
paint dry.’ But the report provides a fascinating insight into an industry which is constantly 
innovating and has a very exciting future in store.” 
 
One of the major chapters in the report is the market analysis compiled by Euromonitor, 
which offers a positive outlook for the industry: “The coatings market is forecast to show 
healthy growth, with pockets of fast growth in Eastern Europe, parts of Asia and in product 
categories which answer changing demand patterns, notably those which offer 
environmental benefit combined with effectiveness and cost efficiency.”  
 
In addition to analyzing the industry both in terms of region and sector, The Global Coatings 
Report 2006 also addresses the commitment of the industry to continuous improvement in 
environmental performance and takes a glimpse into the future, when the functionality of 
coatings will be transformed. 
 
“We are painting a picture of an industry which makes a pivotal contribution to all aspects of 
society,” added Wijers. “Together with Euromonitor, we have put together a detailed report 
which we hope will prove to be a valuable resource to everyone with an interest in coatings 
and the global market.” 
 
A copy of The Global Coatings Report 2006 can be ordered at 
www.TheGlobalCoatingsReport.com.  
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Akzo Nobel – Global Leader in Coatings 
Akzo Nobel is the world’s largest coatings manufacturer. The company achieved global sales 
in coatings of EUR 5.56 billion in 2005 and commands leading market positions in nearly all 
its coatings businesses. Akzo Nobel develops, manufactures and markets innovative, high 
quality products and services for most market segments. The company’s extensive portfolio 
includes decorative paints; products for industrial applications such as powder, wood, coil 
and specialty coatings; automotive refinishes; marine, protective and aerospace coatings; 
and coatings-related products such as wood and building adhesives. Brands include global 
and household names such as Crown®, International®, Sikkens®, Interpon®, Levis® and 
Sadolin®. 

 
Note for the editor 
Akzo Nobel is a Global Fortune 500 company and is listed on both the Euronext Amsterdam and NASDAQ stock exchanges. It 
is also included on the Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes and FTSE4Good Index. Based in the Netherlands, we are a 
multicultural organization serving customers throughout the world with human and animal healthcare products, coatings, and 
chemicals. We employ around 61,500 people and conduct our activities in four segments − human and animal health, coatings 
and chemicals − subdivided into 13 business units, with operating subsidiaries in more than 80 countries. Consolidated 
revenues for 2005 totaled EUR 13.0 billion. The financial results for the second quarter will be published on July 20, 2006.  
 
Internet: www.akzonobel.com
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Safe Harbor Statement* 
This press release may contain statements which address such key issues as Akzo Nobel’s growth strategy, future financial 
results, market positions, product development, pharmaceutical products in the pipeline, and product approvals. Such 
statements should be carefully considered, and it should be understood that many factors could cause forecasted and actual 
results to differ from these statements. These factors include, but are not limited to, price fluctuations, currency fluctuations, 
progress of drug development, clinical testing and regulatory approval, developments in raw material and personnel costs, 
pensions, physical and environmental risks, legal issues, and legislative, fiscal, and other regulatory measures. Stated 
competitive positions are based on management estimates supported by information provided by specialized external agencies. 
For a more comprehensive discussion of the risk factors affecting our business please see our Annual Report on Form 20-F 
filed with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission, a copy of which can be found on the company’s corporate 
website www.akzonobel.com. The 2005 Annual Report on Form 20-F will be available at the end of the second quarter of 2006. 
 
* Pursuant to the U.S. Private Securities Litigation Reform Act 1995. 
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