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Implementation of Japan’s “Positive List” Confirms 
FDCA Approval for Food-Contact Use 

 
AMSTERDAM, 3 July 2025, 07:00 hrs CET – Avantium N.V., a leading company in renewable and 
circular polymer materials, is pleased to share that Japan has fully implemented its Positive List 
system for food contact plastics as of 1 June 2025. This list, part of the Food Sanitation Law, 
includes FDCA (2,5-furandicarboxylic acid) as an approved monomer. As a result, PEF 
(polyethylene furanoate), a plant-based plastic made from FDCA, is now eligible for use in food-
contact applications in Japan, where only substances included on the Positive List are 
permitted. This is an important step forward for sustainable packaging solutions in one of the 
world’s key markets.  
 

 
Japan introduced its Positive List (PL) system for synthetic resins in 2020 to ensure that only safe, 
approved substances are used in food-contact materials. The now implemented Positive List 
system places clear emphasis on the individual components used to produce plastics for food 
packaging. With FDCA now included on Japan’s Positive List, PEF can be more broadly adopted for 
sustainable food packaging across the Japanese market. This builds on existing food contact 
approvals already granted in Europe and the United States. 
 
“This is an important milestone for Avantium’s FDCA and PEF,” said Ana Sousa Dias, Manager 
Product Stewardship and Regulatory Affairs at Avantium. “The implementation of the Positive List 
with FDCA not only validates the safety of our innovative materials, but also paves the way for 
broader adoption of PEF in food packaging in Japan. It marks an exciting step forward in bringing 
circular and renewable solutions to one of the world’s most advanced markets.” 
 
 
About Avantium 
Avantium is a pioneering commercial-stage company focused on renewable & circular polymer 
materials. Avantium develops and commercialises innovative technologies for the production of 
materials based on sustainable carbon feedstocks, i.e. carbon from biomass or carbon from the air 
(CO2). The most advanced technology is the YXY® Technology that catalytically converts plant-
based sugars into FDCA (furandicarboxylic acid), the key building block for the sustainable plastic 
PEF (polyethylene furanoate). PEF is known under the brand name releaf®, an EU registered 
trademark of Avantium. Avantium has successfully demonstrated the YXY® Technology at its pilot 
plant in Geleen, the Netherlands, and is in the process of starting the world's first commercial plant 
for FDCA in Delfzijl, the Netherlands.  Avantium works in partnership with like-minded companies 
around the globe to develop revolutionary renewable chemistry solutions from invention to 
commercial scale.  
 
Avantium’s shares are listed on Euronext Amsterdam and Euronext Brussels (symbol: AVTX). 
Avantium is incorporated in the Euronext Amsterdam SmallCap Index (AScX). Its offices and 
headquarters are in Amsterdam, the Netherlands.  

For more information:  
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