


Press release
Level playing field a justified condition for postal market liberalisation 
Amsterdam, 13 April 2006 - TNT has taken note of the Dutch government’s decision to fully liberalise the postal market in the Netherlands in 2008, on the condition that there is a level playing field at that time and that a solution has been found for the present VAT issue in the British and German postal markets and for other issues. 

Peter Bakker, CEO of TNT says, “It’s good that the government recognises that there is no level playing field right now and that this is a precondition for further liberalisation of our domestic postal market. We hope that the Cabinet can help towards removing the obstacles in other countries. TNT remains in favour of liberalisation of the postal market. Liberalisation, together with a level playing field, has already led to the provision of high quality postal services for a low price in the Netherlands, and would provide TNT with ample opportunity for foreign growth as well.”

The European Commission has started an infringement procedure against, amongst others, Germany and the United Kingdom on the application of VAT in postal services, which it views as hindering competition. But the VAT issue is not the only obstacle to a level playing field; there are more impediments that need to be removed. Meanwhile competitors are establishing quite a foothold in the Netherlands, whereas TNT is not offered the same opportunities abroad. On the other hand, the Dutch postal market is among the most open markets in Europe. 

In the event of any conflict or discrepancy between this press release and the original Dutch version of this press release the Dutch version prevails
TNT N.V. provides businesses and consumers worldwide with an extensive range of services for their mail and express delivery needs. Headquartered in the Netherlands, TNT offers efficient network infrastructures in Europe and Asia and is expanding operations worldwide to maximize its network performance. TNT serves more than 200 countries and employs over 128,000 people (over 163,000 people including the division Logistics which is intended to be divested). For 2005 the company reported € 10.1 billion in revenues (€ 13.6 billion including Logistics). TNT N.V. is publicly listed on the stock exchanges of Amsterdam, New York and Frankfurt. TNT recognizes its social responsibility, and has formed partnerships with the United Nations World Food Programme and the United Nations Environmental Programme to fight hunger and pollution in the world. More information about TNT can be found on its website http://group.tnt.com 
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