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RoodMicrotec lags behind the market trend by 3 months 
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PRESS RELEASE
Zwolle, 12 January 2010
Rood Testhouse International N.V. (RoodMicrotec): sales recover in second half of 2009

Preliminary sales figures 2009

The preliminary annual sales of Rood Testhouse International N.V. (RoodMicrotec) decreased by 9% to € 11.922 million (2008: € 13.057 million). This decrease was due to the sharp decline in the global semiconductor industry, in particular in Europe. 
Our sales of EUR 6.375 million in the second half of 2009 represented a growth of 15% compared to RoodMicrotec’s sales in the first half of 2009 (EUR 5.547 million). This growth shows that we are recovering from the sharp sales decrease in the first half of 2009, and confirms our forecast in the business update of 12 November 2009.

‘While we still have a long way to go, in terms of sales and results, the recovery of our sales gives us confidence for the 2010 results. The recovery was especially evident in the fabless segment. These results back up our strategic choice for this segment,’ said Philip Nijenhuis, CEO of RoodMicrotec. 
Business units
The larger part of the sales growth in the second half of 2009 compared to the first half of 2009 was in Supply Chain Management (+ 120%). However, these sales had a lower gross margin as a percentage of sales caused by the significantly higher purchasing volume compared to the other sectors. The Failure & Technology Analysis and Test Engineering sectors grew by 6% and 9% respectively, while sales in Qualification fell 1%.
There were, however, major shifts between the various business units. The following preliminary results were realised in the full year 2009 compared to 2008:







2009



change
- Test & Supply Chain Management
EUR 6.655 million
 
- approx. 18%:

- Test                       


EUR 4.574 million         
 - approx.    39%

- Supply Chain Management   

EUR 2.081 million         
+ approx.  236%

-
Failure & Technology Analysis 

EUR 1.737 million

+ approx.   4% 
-
Test Engineering



EUR 1.176 million 

+ approx. 17% 
-
Qualification 



EUR 2.297 million 

+ approx.   1% 
Outlook
We anticipate a similar upward trend as we are observing in the global semiconductor industry, which constitutes a return to the situation preceding the global crisis. Historically, our growth appears to lag behind by approx. three months (see diagram).

Order applications increased strongly in the last quarter of 2009. During the last few weeks of December, this required deploying significantly more labour in some segments.   
In 2010, we will continue to optimise operational effectiveness and strict cost control.
Based on the strongly increasing order applications, in particular in the fabless segment, our customers’ outlook and the global recovery, we anticipate an increase of our sales in the full year 2010, with a strong emphasis on the second half of the year.  In the long term, an average annual sales increase of between 5% and 15% is considered to be realistic.
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Financial agenda 2010 
25 February 2010


publication of annual figures 2009 (before trading)

11 March 2010


publication annual report 2009

25 March 2010 


annual general meeting of shareholders

Audit

The financial data has not been audited. 

Forward-looking statements
This press release contains a number of forward-looking statements. These statements are based on current expectations, estimates and prognoses of the board of management and on the information currently available to the company. The statements are subject to certain risks and uncertainties which are hard to evaluate, such as the general economic conditions, interest rates, exchange rates and amendments to statutory laws and regulations. The board of management of RoodMicrotec cannot guarantee that its expectations will materialise. Furthermore, RoodMicrotec does not accept any obligation to update the statements made in this press release.

About RoodMicrotec
With 40 years’ experience as an independent value-added microelectronics and optoelectronics service provider, RoodMicrotec offers a one-stop shopping proposition to fabless companies, OEMs and other business partners. 

RoodMicrotec has built up a strong position in Europe with its powerful solutions. Its services comply with the highest industrial and quality requirements as demanded by the high-reliability/aerospace, automotive, telecommunications, medical, IT and electronics sectors.

‘Certified by RoodMicrotec’ concerns certification of products inter alia to the stringent ISO/TS 16949 standard for suppliers to the automotive industry. The company has an accredited laboratory for testing and calibration activities in accordance with the ISO/IEC 17025 standard.

The value-added services include failure & technology analysis, qualification & monitoring burn-in, test- & product engineering, production test (including device programming and end-of-line service), ESD/ESDFOS assessment & training, quality & reliability consulting, supply chain management and total manufacturing solutions with partners.

RoodMicrotec has facilities in Germany (Dresden, Nördlingen, Stuttgart) and in the Netherlands (Zwolle). 
For further information:
Philip Nijenhuis, CEO 
Phone: +31 38 4215216
Fax: +31 38 4216410

Correspondence address:

Rood Testhouse International N.V., P.O. box 1042, 8001 BA  Zwolle, The Netherlands 

E-mail: info@roodtechnology.com 
Web-site: www.roodmicrotec.com
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