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Proximus’ subsidiary BICS, a global provider of international wholesale connectivity and interoperability 

services, enters a definitive agreement to acquire TeleSign, a United States company active in the 

provision of authentication and mobile identity services to internet- and digital service providers, for $230 

million. 

With this acquisition, Proximus Group continues to invest in its international subsidiary BICS, to further 

accelerate its Fit for Growth strategy and realize its ambition to become a Digital Service Provider with 

new, innovative solutions that help people and businesses to live better and work smarter.  

This strategic acquisition is accelerating the transformation of BICS from a global wholesale carrier 

business to an international digital enabler, more specifically allowing real-time and secure digital 

communications through the integration of voice, messaging and identity solutions into any web or 

mobile applications.  

Thanks to this agreement Proximus is also significantly extending its strategic footprint in the Americas 

and expanding its customer reach to global over-the-top brands.  

TeleSign, a leading US cloud communications platform, offering state-of-the-art mobile   
identity and authentication solutions  
 
TeleSign, based in the United States, is a company active in the provision of authentication and mobile 
identity services to Internet, over-the-top and digital service providers. It serves more than 500 customers 
from key industries such as social networks, gaming, e-commerce, software and communications, 
including 9 out of the 10 largest Internet brands. TeleSign has built a profitable and growing business of 
around $100 million revenue in 2016 representing an average growth rate of 27% over the 2014-2016 
period. 
 

The strategic acquisition of TeleSign will enable BICS to speed up its transformation and 
accelerate its strategy to diversify in terms of customers, solutions and geographies 

BICS will diversify its solutions offering, acquiring expertise in mobile identity, account security and cloud 

communication solutions. This acquisition will also enhance BICS’ geographical scope in the Americas and 

enlarge its customer base towards leading worldwide Internet brands to which BICS will sell its 

messaging, voice and Internet of Things solutions.  

Dominique Leroy, CEO of the Proximus Group 

        This is the largest acquisition since the integration of Telindus and a logical step in the delivery 

of our Fit for Growth strategy, transforming Proximus from a Telco and ICT company into a Digital 

Service Provider. By combining the power of these 2 profitable companies we are creating a robust 

provider that leverages both traditional and digital communications. We are thus empowering 

companies and developers to easily add real-time communication features and mobile identity 

solutions into their applications without the need of back-end infrastructure. We’ll also 

Proximus Group subsidiary BICS enters a definitive 
agreement to acquire TeleSign 
 
BICS’ unparalleled global network and reach to mobile operators combined with 
TeleSign’s leading cloud communications platform and state-of-the-art mobile 
identity & authentication solutions creates the first global end-to-end 
Communication Platform as a Service (CPaaS) 

 
 



 

 

 

 

reinforce our footprint in the Americas and expand our customer reach to global over-the-top Internet 

brands.                                     

BICS acquires TeleSign for $ 230 million 

BICS will pay TeleSign shareholders an upfront cash consideration of $ 230 million (on a cash and debt 

free basis) as well as a variable performance-based earn-out consideration.  

Closing of the transaction is subject to customary regulatory conditions which are expected to be fulfilled 

in the third quarter of 2017.  

The transaction will be financed through Proximus Group available cash. 

 

For further details, read the BICS-TeleSign press release 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

More information is available from the Investor Relations department: 

Nancy Goossens 

+32 2 202 82 41 

 

 

Sarah Franklin 

+32 2 202 77 11 

 

                 

                  

E-mail: 

investor.relations@proximus.com 

 

About Proximus  
Proximus Group is a telecommunication & ICT company operating in the Belgian and international markets, servicing residential , 
enterprise and public customers. Proximus’ ambition is to become a digital service provider, connecting everyone and everything 
so people live better and work smarter. Through its best-quality integrated fixed and mobile networks, Proximus provides 
access anywhere and anytime to digital services and easy-to-use solutions, as well as to a broad offering of multimedia content. 
Proximus transforms technologies like the Internet of Things (IoT), Big Data, Cloud and Security into solutions with positive 
impact on people and society. With 13,633 employees, all engaged to offer customers a superior experience, the Group realized  
an underlying Group revenue of EUR 5,871 million end-2016.  

Proximus (Euronext Brussels: PROX) is also active in Luxembourg through its affiliates Telindus Luxembourg and Tango and in 

the Netherlands through Telindus Netherlands. Its subsidiary BICS offers best-in-class international wholesale solutions for 

voice and mobile data service providers worldwide. 

 

For more information, visit www.proximus.com & www.proximus.be 

 

About BICS 
BICS is recognized in the wholesale communications market as a top global voice carrier and the leading provider of mobile data 
services. We aim at bridging the telecom world with the new unconventional communication providers worldwide.  
BICS’s innovative suite of solutions for Voice, Messaging, Data & Connectivity, Business Intelligence & Analytics, Fraud & 
Security, Roaming or Global IoT are designed to bring value to our customers’ businesses.  
BICS is headquartered in Brussels with regional offices in Bern, Dubai, Madrid, New York, San Francisco and Singapore.   

 

For more information visit www.bics.com 

 

About TeleSign 
TeleSign is a communications platform as a service (CPaaS) company, founded on security. Since 2005, TeleSign has been a 
trusted partner to 20 of the top 25 global websites and mobile applications, helping secure billions of end-user accounts. Today, 
TeleSign’s data-driven, cloud communications platform is changing the way businesses engage with customers and prevent 
fraud.  

For more information, visit  www.telesign.com  
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