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Umicore announces changes to its Executive 

Leadership Team with CFO succession and 

appointment of CTrO 

CFO succession 

Umicore announces the appointment of Lily Liu as Executive Vice President and Chief Financial 

Officer effective August 1st, 2026. Mrs. Liu succeeds current CFO Wannes Peferoen who will leave 

the Company after twenty years of dedicated service. Post handover on August 1st, Mr. Peferoen 

will serve in a special advisory capacity until February 28th, 2027 to ensure a seamless transition. 

 

Mrs. Liu joins Umicore from Synthomer, a specialty chemicals company listed on the London 

Stock Exchange, where she serves as CFO since July 2022. Holding both British and Australian 

citizenship, she brings more than twenty years of financial leadership experience across the 

chemicals, manufacturing, and engineering industries. Before her time at Synthomer, Mrs. Liu 

was CFO at Essentra plc, and previously held CFO positions with Xaar plc and Smiths Detection. 

She is also a non-executive director and audit committee member at DCC plc. 

 

"On behalf of Umicore, I would like to express our gratitude to Wannes for his twenty years of dedicated 

service to the Company and his leadership as CFO for the past four years. His commitment to our CORE 

strategy, particularly in enhancing capital discipline and operational efficiency, has been instrumental 

in positioning Umicore for continued success. I wish Wannes the very best in his future endeavors.” 

said Bart Sap, Umicore CEO.  

 

"At the same time, we are delighted to welcome Lily Liu to Umicore as our new CFO. Lily’s track record 

in leading finance teams at listed companies, combined with her expertise spanning chemicals, 

manufacturing and engineering, makes her well suited to advance Umicore’s strategic direction. Her 

proven resilience and ability to lead teams through complexity and change will be a strong asset for 

Umicore." continues Bart Sap, Umicore CEO.  

 

“It is a profound privilege to take up the CFO role at Umicore, a company distinguished by its enduring 

commitment to innovation and sustainability. I look forward to working closely with Bart, the Executive 

Leadership Team and colleagues to advance our CORE strategy, with a clear focus on cash generation 

and capital discipline, supported by a strong performance culture.” Lily Liu, Umicore CFO effective 

August 1st, 2026.   
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Appointment of Chief Digital & Transformation Officer  

Umicore is establishing the Chief Digital & Transformation Officer role within its Executive 

Leadership Team. This new role underscores the Group’s commitment to disciplined and 

coherent execution of its long-term transformation and digitalization roadmap, embedding a 

sustainable performance culture and ensuring a future-proof organizational set-up. In response 

to the increasingly fast-paced and complex business environment, the Chief Digital & 

Transformation Officer will drive focus and alignment across the Group. The role will assume 

responsibility for Operational Excellence and Digitalization & Information Systems, with the 

objective to further advance synergies across processes, data, and digital technology, including 

accelerating the adoption of artificial intelligence. 

 

Marten Zieris has been appointed as Chief Digital & Transformation Officer, effective August 1st 

2026. Marten brings over 15 years of experience in transforming organizations, driving 

operational excellence and managing change across a wide range of industries. Before joining 

Umicore, he was a Partner and Head of Growth & Transformation Practice for Central Europe at 

Arthur D. Little. Marten holds a degree in Business Administration from the University of 

Bayreuth. 

 

“In establishing the Chief Digital & Transformation Officer role, we are strengthening our leadership 

and accelerating Umicore’s transformation to deliver sustainable long‑term value. I am pleased to 

welcome Marten Zieris to the Executive Leadership Team. Marten’s proven expertise will be 

instrumental in driving our transformation agenda and unlocking new levels of impact and excellence 

across the Group.” Said Bart Sap, CEO of Umicore 

 

Q1 Update and Conference Call 

Today at 5.40 PM CEST Umicore will publish an Update on Q1 trading conditions, along with more 

perspective on the Group’s expectations for the remainder of 2026. At 7.00 PM CEST today, 

Umicore will host an audio call for analysts and investors with Bart Sap, CEO and Wannes 

Peferoen, CFO. The audio call is accessible via the following link. Media can direct their questions 

to Umicore Media Relations.  

 

  

https://registrations.events/direct/Q4I2340535
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For more information 

Investor Relations   Media Relations  

Caroline Kerremans 

Bart Heylen 

+32 2 227 72 21 

+32 2 227 73 09 

 Marjolein Scheers 

Caroline Jacobs 

+32 2 227 71 47 

+32 2 227 71 29 

Please visit Umicore Group’s website, newsroom and Investor Relations pages.  

For images visit our media gallery and video center.  

Financial calendar  

30 April 2026  

• 05.40 PM CEST: Update on Q1 trading conditions and 2026 outlook 

• 07.00 PM CEST: Audio call for analysts and investors with Umicore CEO and CFO 

5 May 2026 Ex-dividend trading date  

6 May 2026 Record date for the dividend  

7 May 2026 Payment date for the dividend  

31 July 2026 Half year results 2025 

 

About Umicore 

Umicore is a global advanced materials and recycling Group. Leveraging decades of expertise in materials 

science, metallurgy, chemistry, and metals management, Umicore transforms precious and critical metals into 

functional technologies that enable everyday applications. Its unique circular business model ensures that these 

critical elements are continuously refined and recycled, to be reintegrated in new applications.  

 

Umicore’s four Business Groups – Catalysis, Recycling, Specialty Materials and Battery Materials Solutions – offer 

materials and solutions addressing resource scarcity and the growing need for functional materials for clean 

technologies, clean mobility and a connected world. Through tailored and cutting-edge products and processes 

they drive innovation and sustainability.  

 

Umicore generates the majority of its revenues from, and focuses most of its R&D efforts on, clean mobility and 

recycling. Its overriding goal of sustainable value creation is rooted in developing, producing and recycling 

materials for a better life.  

 

Umicore’s industrial, commercial and R&D activities, with more than 11,000 employees, are located across the 

world to best serve its global customer base. Group revenues (excluding metal) reached   € 3.6 billion (turnover 

of € 19.4 billion) in 2025.  
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