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MATERIAL CHANGE REPORT UNDER SECTION 67(1) OF THE ACT





Item 1. 	Reporting Issuer





	Trans-Orient Petroleum Ltd.


	1200 - 1090 West Pender Street


	Vancouver, B.C. V6E  2N7





Item 2.	Date of Material Change





	One or about January 30, 1998





Item 3.	Press Release





	January 30, 1998, Vancouver, B.C.





Item 4.	Summary of Material Change





Trans-Orient Petroleum Ltd. announces that it is a member of a consortium which has been awarded Block AC97-3, in the Australian-controlled sector of the Timor Sea.





Item 5.	Full Description of Material Change


	


Trans-Orient Petroleum Ltd. is pleased to announce that in a close competition with other international oil companies, it is a member of a consortium which has been awarded Block AC97-3, in the Australian-controlled sector of the Timor Sea. Trans-Orient will hold a 35% interest in Block AC97-3, which covers an area of 405 square kilometers (101,250 acres) and is located on the eastern flank of the oil-rich Vulcan Graben, approximately 200 km offshore from the West Australia coastline. Virtually all surrounding acreage is tightly held, and companies holding concessions in this area of the Timor Sea include Shell, Chevron, Mobil, Texaco and many other major explorers.





A number of oil fields have been discovered in the area in recent years. These fields are all distinguished by their excellent reservoir quality, which ensures that high oil production rates can be maintained. Several of the fields have continued in highly profitable production over the last decade, and several hundred million barrels of reserves have been established.





The area is, however, still lightly explored, and recent advances in technology, in particular 3D seismic, are likely to generate a new discovery wave. At the present time, the “Onnia” 3D seismic survey, reputed to be the world’s largest 3D spec survey, is being acquired over a large area of the Vulcan Basin and its surroundings, including all of the Block AC97-3 area, as well as part of Block AC/P19 further north, which is operated by an associated group company, Indo-Pacific Energy (OTC: INDX). This survey will improve explorers’ ability to identify exploration targets into a new dimension, and is likely to stimulate the drilling of numerous new prospects, resulting in the probable establishment of further oil fields in this oil-rich area. More than 70 exploration wells are scheduled to be drilled in this area over the next three years, making it one of the world’s most active exploration areas.





Trans-Orient has already identified two drillable prospects and several high-potential exploration leads within Block AC97-3, and confidently expects further possibilities to be revealed when the 3D seismic is acquired. The permit holders are obligated to drill a well before the end of year three of the permit term; and the first three-year commitment will require expenditures of about US$5 million.





Trans-Orient also advises that in ZOCA 96-16, its other 670,000-acre Timor Sea permit to the north, where it holds a 33% interest, an extensive technical review of 7,500 kilometers of existing seismic together with all relevant existing wells was conducted by independent petroleum consultants RobSearch Australia for the joint venture, and has defined 14 prospects and leads in the permit. Of these, the major prospects were estimated by RobSearch to have the potential to cumulatively reservoir more than 1 billion barrels of oil reserves. Discussions are in progress with major industry companies to fund exploration wells on one or more of the major prospects later in the year.





Trans-Orient Petroleum Ltd. is an expanding, new frontier exploration company, holding extensive oil and gas exploration properties in the Asia-Pacific region, with a core focus on the Timor Sea area.





A map is available by contacting the Company at (604)682-6496.





Item 6.	Reliance on Section 67(2) of the Act





	N/A





Item 7.	Omitted Information





	None





Item 8.	Senior Officers





	Mr. Bernhard Zinkhofer, Director


	(604) 682-6496





Item 9.	Statement of Senior Officer





The foregoing accurately disclose the material change referred to herein.


�


January 30, 1997	__________________________	Bernhard Zinkhofer, Director





	Place of Declaration: Vancouver, B.C.		
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“Bernhard Zinkhofer”











