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MATERIAL CHANGE REPORT UNDER SECTION 67(1) OF THE ACT





Item 1. 	Reporting Issuer





	Trans-Orient Petroleum Ltd.


	1200 - 1090 West Pender Street


	Vancouver, B.C. V6E  2N7





Item 2.	Date of Material Change





	One or about February 4, 1999





Item 3.	Press Release





	February 4, 1999, Vancouver, B.C.





Item 4.	Summary of Material Change





Trans-Orient Petroleum Ltd. announces that New Zealand’s Minister of Energy has awarded two new East Coast Basin Petroleum Exploration Permits to two of the Company’s joint ventures.





Item 5.	Full Description of Material Change





Trans-Orient Petroleum Ltd. (the "Company") is pleased to announce that New Zealand's Minister of Energy has awarded two new East Coast Basin Petroleum Exploration Permits ("PEPs") - PEP 38335 and PEP 38339 - to two of the Company's joint ventures.


�The under-explored East Coast Basin was the site of two 1998 gas discoveries by Denver-based Westech Energy (a subsidiary of Eastern Energy Corporation of America), and is attracting considerable industry attention for its extensive exploration potential. The larger of these two discoveries, the Kauhauroa, could have reserves in the order of 0.5 trillion cubic feet of gas. Westech's discoveries are the first potentially commercial ones in the basin, significantly upgrading the whole basin's exploration prospects.


�The addition of PEP 38335 and PEP 38339 to the Company's exploration portfolio complements its already extensive holdings in the tightly held East Coast Basin. Trans-Orient controls interests in all the onshore acreage immediately south of the new discoveries, and is one of the largest holders of onshore acreage in the basin, with interests in approximately 2,701,771 acres.


�The new PEP 38335 covers approximately 140 sq miles (~90,000 acres), including the city of Gisborne and the surrounding area. Trans-Orient holds a 15% interest in the permit, while Indo-Pacific Energy Ltd., another IREMCO group company, holds a 10% interest. The permit operator is Everest Energy Inc., based in Calgary, Alberta, holding a 30% interest. The remaining 45% interest in the permit is held by Malaysia based Asia Pacific Oil Sdn. Bhd. The permit area includes the Waitaria-1 well, drilled in 1997 with extensive gas shows but abandoned due to engineering problems, as well as several other oil and gas seeps. Immediate plans call for the Company and its partners to reprocess existing seismic and acquire new seismic with a view to identifying drilling prospects.


�PEP 38339 covers approximately 1,273 sq. miles (~814,771 acres) situated both onshore and offshore of the northern coast of the South Island, at the southern end of the East Coast Basin. The Company holds a 50% interest and its partner, Indo-Pacific Energy Ltd., holds the remaining 50% interest and will operate the joint venture. This virtually unexplored area includes the London Hill oil seep and a number of gas seeps.


�The initial focus of exploration on this permit will be the onshore Blind River Anticline, a feature that BP geologists mapped as an area of interest based on surface geology several decades ago. Trans-Orient plans to acquire new seismic data over the Blind River area in 1999, in order to define a possible drilling location. The limited existing seismic in the offshore portion of this permit, which covers the Clarence Basin, shows interesting large-scale structures, a potential focus of future exploration programs.�


Both PEP 38335 and PEP 38339 were awarded for an initial term of five years, renewable for a further five years over 50% of their area. The permits also carry rights to acquire production permits for any discovery made, for a period of up to 40 years. In order to retain the permits, the Company and its partners must meet escalating exploration commitments over a multi-year program.�


Trans-Orient has completed several exploration programs on its various permits in this basin, has identified several prospects, and expects to announce drilling plans in the near future.�


Item 6.	Reliance on Section 67(2) of the Act





	N/A





Item 7.	Omitted Information





	None





Item 8.	Senior Officers





	Mr. Mark Katsumata, Corporate Secretary


	(604) 682-6496





Item 9.	Statement of Senior Officer





The foregoing accurately disclose the material change referred to herein.





	“Mark Katsumata”


February 4, 1999	__________________________	


	Mr. Mark Katsumata, Corporate Secretary





	Place of Declaration: Vancouver, B.C.		


