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Kuuhubb Expands to Japan 

 

Toronto, Canada – December 13, 2017 - Kuuhubb Inc. (“Kuuhubb” or the “Company”) 

(TSX-V: KUU), a technology company focused on acquiring, developing and distributing 

lifestyle and mobile game applications, is pleased to announce that it has established 

operations in Tokyo, Japan as part of a global expansion strategy. 

 

Kuuhubb enters the Japanese gaming market after establishing, cultivating and working with 

many of the key players in the Japanese gaming community.  Japan’s growing mobile gaming 

market represents a great opportunity for Kuuhubb, especially in the lifestyle genre apps 

targeting the female audience.  Kuuhubb’s flagship app Recolor is the world’s number one 

digital coloring book application.   

 

“Mobile gaming in Japan keeps gaining momentum and after strong growth in North 

America, the Japanese market is a natural first Asian expansion for Kuuhubb.  While the 

male gamer segment is excessively competitive, female mobile gaming and lifestyle app usage 

provide very attractive opportunities,” stated Jouni Keranen, CEO of Kuuhubb.  

 

Mobile gaming revenues in Japan increased by approximately 35% year-on-year in the 12 

months ending June 2017, according to the October 2017 report from App Annie & Dentsu. 

Japan's mobile revenues have now surpassed the US for three years in a row despite the US 

having three times as many smartphone users.  Japanese players access their games twice as 

much as those in the US and is the highest-ranking country in terms of average number of 

sessions in games per user, also spending twice as much time when they do play. 

 

The Company is pleased to announce it has appointed Sam Markkanen to lead Kuuhubb’s 

Japan market entry, as Head of Kuuhubb Japan.  Mr. Markkanen brings over 20 years of 

experience in mobile gaming and working with companies such as Softbank, KDDI and NTT 

in partnership and market expansion within the Japanese market.  Mr. Markkanen was 

instrumental in growing Finnish 3D game engine company Fathammer, which was sold to 

Acrodea Inc. in Japan.  He then joined Acrodea as Vice President of Strategy and Chief 

Marketing Officer, which later had its successful initial public offering on the Tokyo Stock 

Exchange in 2006.  Mr. Markkanen is fluent in English, Finnish and Japanese and has lived 

and worked in Tokyo for over a decade. 

 

“Kuuhubb has dedicated to grow globally and Japan is a mobile gaming market which has 

matured very quickly, and continues to grow at a very rapid pace,” Markkanen said in a 

statement.  “Establishing a presence in Tokyo, which is the hub of mobile gaming in Japan, 

offers us the ability to create and publish local as well as international content for Japan’s 

growing smartphone population.” 

 

The Company has also appointed veteran mobile gaming professional Alex Nagayama as 

Head of Japanese Business Development.  Mr. Nagayama is the co-founder of Capita Inc., a 

consulting company for start-ups in Japan.  He has a long-term experience with the computer 

game industry, working at management level for EA and Activision in Japan.  Alex has 

consulted successful start-ups such as HI Corp and Acrodea Inc.  He holds a bachelor’s 

degree from Keio University. 
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Kuuhubb also announces the appointment of Tsukasa Kuroiwa as Kuuhubb Japan’s Product 

Manager.  Mr. Kuroiwa is a seasoned product manager and the founder of E8 Inc.  He has 

long-term experience within the games and mobile apps industry working at management 

levels for HI Corp and Acrodea Inc. in Japan and Singapore.  Mr. Kuroiwa also designed a 

long-lasting and popular cross-platform female focused pet game line.  He has also worked in 

planning various “Purikura” (photo booth) content. Purikura is wildly popular within the 

female demographic in Japan.  Most recently, Mr. Kuroiwa developed the world’s first 

mobile marketplace for manga animation and voice actors. 

 

About Kuuhubb 

Kuuhubb is a company active in the digital space that focuses mainly on lifestyle and mobile 

video game applications.  Its strategy is to create sustainable shareholder value through 

acquisitions of proven, yet underappreciated, assets with robust long-term growth potential.  

Headquartered in Helsinki, Finland, Kuuhubb has a global presence with a strong focus on 

developing U.S. brand collaborations and Asian partnerships.   

 
Cautionary Note Concerning Forward-Looking Information 

This press release contains forward-looking information.  All statements, other than statements of historical 

fact, that address activities, events or developments that the Company believes, expects or anticipates will or 

may occur in the future (including, without limitation, statements relating to growth of the Company’s business, 

future revenue and expected benefits from establishing operations in Japan) are forward-looking information.  

This forward-looking information reflects the current expectations or beliefs of the Company based on 

information currently available to the Company.  Forward-looking information is subject to a number of risks 

and uncertainties that may cause the actual results of the Company to differ materially from those discussed in 

the forward-looking information, and even if such actual results are realized or substantially realized, there can 

be no assurance that they will have the expected consequences to, or effects on the Company.  Factors that 

could cause actual results or events to differ materially from current expectations include, among other things, 

risks related to the growth strategy of the Company, the possibility that results from establishing operations in 

Japan will not be consistent with the Company's expectations, the early stage of the Company's development, 

competition from companies in a number of industries, the ability of the Company to manage expansion, future 

business development of the Company and the other risks disclosed under the heading "Risk Factors" in the 

Company's annual information form dated October 30, 2017 filed on SEDAR at www.sedar.com.  Forward-

looking information speaks only as of the date on which it is provided and, except as may be required by 

applicable securities laws, the Company disclaims any intent or obligation to update any forward-looking 

information, whether as a result of new information, future events or results or otherwise.  Although the 

Company believes that the assumptions inherent in the forward-looking information are reasonable, forward-

looking information is not a guarantee of future performance and accordingly undue reliance should not be put 

on such information due to the inherent uncertainty therein.  

 
Neither TSX Venture Exchange nor its Regulation Services Provider (as that term is defined in the policies of 

the TSX Venture Exchange) accepts responsibility for the adequacy or accuracy of this release. 

 

 

For further information, please contact: 

 

Kuuhubb Inc. 

Jouni Keränen - CEO 

jouni@kuuhubb.com 

Office: +358 40 590 0919 

 

Bill Mitoulas  

Investor Relations 

bill@kuuhubb.com 

Office:  +1 (416) 479-9547   
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