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For Immediate Release

Desert Gold Reports Drill Results on Its SMSZ Project; Including 23.7 Metres
of 1.49 g/t Gold

Delta, British Columbia, October 1, 2019. Desert Gold Ventures Inc. (“Desert Gold” or “the
Company”) (TSX.V: DAU, FF: QXR2, OTC: DAUGF) is pleased to announce results from a recently
completed drill program carried out on the Farabantorou Concession portion of its SMSZ Project. The
SMSZ Project is named after the Senegal Mali Shear Zone (“SMSZ”), which is related to 5 large gold
mines located both to the north and south, along strike, including B2 Gold’s Fekola Mine, Barrick’s
Gounkoto and Loulo Mines and AngloGold Ashanti/lamgold’s Sadiola and Yatela Mines. The Barani
East Zone control structure intersects the Senegal Mali Shear Zone, a feature in common with most of the

large mines in the region.

During the period from June 25 to July 31, 2019, 45 holes comprising 4,676.2 metres of drilling were
completed consisting of 11 air core holes, 27 RC holes and 7 combined RC/core holes. In addition, 4,857
metres of auger drilling in 645 holes were completed over select areas. Drilling was successful in
extending the Barani East Zone to depth and along strike and returning significant drill intercepts from
two, previously untested, recently sampled and mapped artisanal mining areas; Frikidi and Linguekoto
(see Figure 1). Auger drilling highlighted a number of gold-enriched areas that require drill testing. A
summary of significant results by zone follows with details presented at the end of the release (see Table
1).

Summary Results*
Barani East

» 1.49 g/t gold over 23.7 metres
4.49 g/t gold over 2.85 metres
9.03 g/t gold over 2.0 metres
2.74 g/t gold over 2.4 metres
1.31 g/t gold over 8.8 metres
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» 1.13 g/t gold over 7.45 metres

» 1.39 g/t gold over 6.5 metres
Frikidi

» 6.67 g/t gold over 4 metres
7.41 g/t gold over 1 metre
7.50 g/t gold over 1 metre
0.99 g/t gold over 5 metres
2.75 g/t gold over 2 metres
1.69 g/t gold over 8 metres

YV V V V V V

1.04 g/t gold over 6 metres

Linguekoto
» 12.23 g/t gold over 1 metre
» 0.75 g/t gold over 9 metres
» 1.69 g/t gold over 3 metres
* True widths are estimated at 80-90% of drilled width

In addition to encouraging drill results, drilling has intersected gold-mineralized felsic and mafic
intrusions, which suggest that the Barani East and Linguekoto Zones likely have additional potential at

depth and along strike and are suggestive of more robust mineralization systems.

Jared Scharf, Desert Gold’s President & CEO commented, “the recent drill program has materially added
to our Barani East Deposit and highlighted three new areas where additional drill testing and target
development is warranted. Soon we will embark on our largest exploration program to date on our,
recently expanded, 407 km? land package, that now spans a 38 km segment of the prolific Senegal Mali
Shear Zone. Work on these areas, and others, will continue in Q4, 2019 and well into 2020. We will
provide detailed guidance regarding the up-coming exploration program in a subsequent release.” Mr.
Scharf, also added, “to my knowledge, our Senegal Mali Shear Zone project now encompasses the
largest, contiguous, non-major mining company holdings along the Senegal Mali Shear Zone. This is a

significant accomplishment.”
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Figure 1. Drill Summary and Location Map
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Description of Results

Barani East
During the early summer drill program, 20 holes were drilled on and near the Barani East Zone, which is
centred approximately 1,900 metres east of the interpreted location of the Senegal Mali Shear Zone.

Nine holes were completed to specifically target down-plunge, down-dip and along-strike extensions of
the mineralization. This drilling was successful in extending the Barani East Zone down-plunge a further
90 metres, at least another 50 metres to depth on six sections and a further 250 metres along strike (see
Figures 2 and 3), with all holes drilled outside of the current resource pit (Indicated Mineral Resource of
45,250 ozs gold grading 1.99 g/t gold and Inferred mineral resources of 73,170 ozs gold grading 2.15 g/t
gold — NI 43-101 compliant resource report filed on SEDAR, 2014). This work suggests that the Barani
East Zone is shallower plunging than previously believed and as such, additional holes are proposed (see
Figure 2) to further test the inferred higher-grade portion of the zone at shallower depths, especially down
plunge of a 2018 hole that returned 6.3 g/t gold over 13 metres. To date, the central, 450-metre long
portion of the zone has been tested to 150 to 200 metres depth with the remaining holes generally testing
to less than 100 metres depth. Recent highlight drill intercepts include 1.49 g/t gold over 23.7 metres
including 2.87 g/t gold over 4.8 metres and 4.49 g/t gold over 2.85 metres. Gold mineralization is related
to a northeast-trending, cross-cutting structure with altered limestone, siltstone, granite and mafic

intrusions hosting the gold.

Eleven air core holes were drilled to test the northeast strike extension of a parallel zone of gold
mineralization returning a best intercept of 0.47 g/t Au over 5 metres. As well, one of the combination
RC/diamond drill holes intersected this horizon and returned 9.02 g/t Au over 2 metres. Previous holes
along this trend have intersected up to 2.22 g/t gold over 17 metres. Additional holes are planned along
this trend.

As part of the testing at Barani East, auger drilling of 473 holes totaling 4,013 metres, were carried out
over a laterite plain where it was inferred that the Barani East, Barani and Keniegoulou gold
mineralization trends would intersect (see Figure 2). This program was successful in delineating
interpreted strike extensions of all three zones and identifying additional, gold enriched targets up to 150
metres wide (see Figure 3). Gold-in-auger values returned a high of 1,840 ppb gold with 22 sites returning
in excess of 100 ppb gold. For reference, one of the auger anomalies, which returned 1,010 ppb gold, is

associated with a drill intercept that returned 1.97 g/t gold over 7 metres. Most, if not all of the >100 ppb
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auger anomalies will be tested in the next drill program with a preference for those demonstrating
interpreted strike extent.
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Frikidi Area

As a first pass drill program, a total of 21 RC holes were drilled to test an open-ended, recently-defined,
2,400-metre long by 700-metre wide area that hosts numerous northeast- and northwest-trending, perhaps
stock-work like, sandstone-hosted, gold-bearing structures where grab sampling returned 92 samples >1
g/t Au including 5 samples containing >100 g/t Au (see Figure 4). Ten of the holes were drilled to test
below specific artisanal workings where grab sampling returned high gold values. An additional eleven
holes were drilled, as a fence across, what appears to be, only part of the area hosting gold mineralization.
All holes intersected from 2 to 13 individual pyrite and quartz mineralized structures. Significant results
include 6.67 g/t gold over 4 metres, 7.41 g/t gold over 1 metre, 7.50 g/t gold over 1 metre, 0.99 g/t gold
over 5 metres, 2.75 g/t gold over 2 metres, 1.69 g/t gold over 8 metres and 1.04 g/t gold over 6 metres
(see Figure 4). All of the mineralized lenses are open along strike and to depth. An induced polarization
IP survey is being considered to trace the gold-bearing pyrite mineralization along strike and across strike
and to search for areas with wider mineralized zones. Soil anomalies to 442 ppb gold, suggest the
presence of additional gold mineralized structures in untested, laterite-covered areas to the southwest and

northwest of the area.

In addition to the RC holes, 19 auger holes were drilled to test below a large laterite plateau, located in the
north central part of the area. The auger holes returned 4 contiguous sites with >100 ppb gold with one
site returning 8,650 ppb gold, the best auger result of this campaign. These sites will be tested during the

next drill program.
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Linguekoto

Four holes were drilled to test a northwest-trending artisanal area that is located immediately east of the
northeast-trending structural corridor that hosts the Barani East Zone and several untested artisanal
mining zones (see Figure 5). Previous drilling, on a parallel structure, returned intercepts to 9.92 g/t gold
over 3 metres. Grab sampling in this area returned assays to 49.5 g/t gold. Of particular interest, is an
altered, locally pyritic felsic intrusion, located at the north end of the trend, where the artisanal workings
widen. This area, returned the widest interval of mineralization with an intercept of 0.75 g/t gold over
nine metres in hole LNRCO0004. As well, logging reports 20, pyrite +- quartz mineralized intervals in this
132-metre long hole. Other intercepts of note include 12.23 g/t gold over 1 metre and 1.69 g/t gold over 3
metres in holes LNRC0002 and 0003, respectively.

Soil sampling in the area, suggests that these northwest-trending mineralized structures could extend to

the southeast, where soil sampling has returned values to 1,755 and 413 ppb gold (see Figure 5).
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Keniegoulou South

Auger drilling of 140 holes were carried out over the Barani South area as part of a target generation
exercise. This survey was completed over the southern portion of a 4 km long gold-in-soil anomaly.
Drilling across the north end, on three lines, 500 and 700 metres apart, returned drill intercepts of 4.88 g/t
gold over 2 metres and 1.95 g/t gold over 4 metres. Auger survey results returned three sites with >100
ppb gold with a best value of 5,610, the 2" highest value of the program. In retrospect, an auger survey
was not the best tool for this area as the laterite cover was thin to non-existent and conventional soil

samples were deemed to be effective.

Follow-up work will include air core drill fences across the best soil and auger anomalies, as well as

additional auger drilling to the west of this trend, where there is a thick laterite cover.

QAQC Statement

All core and RC samples were geologically logged following Desert Gold’s established standard QA/QC
procedures. For core drilling, all individual samples represent approximately one-metre in length or,
occasionally, based on lithology intervals. Half of the core is kept on site for reference and its counterpart
is sent for preparation and gold assaying at the SGS laboratories in Bamako, Mali. For RC drilling, all
individual samples represent approximately one-metre in length of rock chips homogenized and riffle-
split to an approximately 2 kg subsample which is sent for preparation and gold assaying at the SGS
laboratories in Bamako, Mali. Each sample (core and RC) is fire-assayed for gold by SGS laboratories in
Bamako using Au-FAA505 method which is a 50g fire assay fusion with AAS instrument finish. In
addition to SGS’s own QA/QC (Quality Assurance/Quality Control) program, Desert Gold’s internal
quality control and quality assurance procedures included the use of certified standards (1:20), sample
duplicates (1:20) and blanks (1:20).

This press release contains certain scientific and technical information. The Company is solely
responsible for the contents and accuracy of any scientific and technical information related to it. Don
Dudek, P.Geo a director of Desert Gold and a Qualified Person under National Instrument 43-101, has

reviewed and approved the scientific and technical information contained in this press release.

Page 12 of 17



DoOncH 5.0 O o
S o
o Gl =
- P

214ppb Au

opb |
A ad i)

<

September 20, 2019
“  Historic Drill Hole
® Soil Sample >200ppb Au
©  Soil Sample 50-200ppb Au

Figure 6. Keniegoulou South Target Area

Page 13 of 17




Organizational Update

In other news, the Company is pleased to announce that Sonny Janda will assume the role of Executive
Chairman and Jared Scharf will assume the role of President and CEO. The Company is grateful for
Sonny’s efforts during his time as CEO and looks forward to his continued leadership and guidance in his

new role as Chairman.
About Desert Gold

Desert Gold Ventures Inc. is a gold exploration and development company that holds 3 gold exploration
projects in Western Mali (SMSZ, Segala West and Djimbala) and its Rutare gold project in central
Rwanda. Our current focus is on the 407 km? SMSZ Project that spans approximately 38 km of the

prolific Senegal Mali Shear Zone.

ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD

“Sonny Janda”

Sonny Janda
Chairman

Contact:
Jared Scharf, President & CEO

Email: jared.scharf@desertgold.ca
Tel. No.: +1 (858) 247-8195

For further information please visit our website www.desertgold.ca or information available on
www.SEDAR.com under the company’s profile.

Certain statements contained in this release may constitute "forward-looking statements" or "forward-looking information™
(collectively "forward-looking information™) as those terms are used in the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995 and
similar Canadian laws. These statements relate to future events or future performance. The use of any of the words “could”,

» e » e

“intend”, “‘expect”,

» » e

believe”, “will”, “projected”, “estimated”, “anticipates” and similar expressions and statements relating
to matters that are not historical facts are intended to identify forward-looking information and are based on the Company’s
current belief or assumptions as to the outcome and timing of such future events. Actual future results may differ materially. In
particular, this release contains forward-looking information relating to the business of the Company, the Property, financing
and certain corporate changes. The forward-looking information contained in this release is made as of the date hereof and the
Company is not obligated to update or revise any forward-looking information, whether as a result of new information, future
events or otherwise, except as required by applicable securities laws. Because of the risks, uncertainties and assumptions
contained herein, investors should not place undue reliance on forward-looking information. The foregoing statements expressly

qualify any forward-looking information contained herein.
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Neither the TSX Venture Exchange nor its regulation services provider (as that term is defined in the policies of the TSX Venture
Exchange) accepts responsibility for the adequacy or accuracy of this release.

This news release does not constitute an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy the securities described herein in the
united states. The securities described herein have not been and will not be registered under the united states securities act of
1933, as amended, and may not be offered or sold in the united states or to the account or benefit of a U.S. person absent an

exemption from the registration requirements of such act.

TABLE 1
Summary Drill Results

BHID FROM TO LENGTH Au_Avg
BEAC0004 18 21 3 0.62
BEAC0007 31 32 1 2.22
BEAC0009 7 8 1 0.58
BEAC0010 27 28 1 1.03
BERCO0011 19 20 1 0.51
BERCD0001 147.6 171.3 23.7 1.49
BERCD0001 176.75 179.6 2.85 4.49
BERCD0001 181.9 182.6 0.7 2.73
BERCD0002 164.4 165.5 11 1.26
BERCD0002 174 176.4 2.4 2.74
BERCD0002 194 196 2 1.78
BERCD0002 203 211.8 8.8 1.31
BERCD0002 229.1 230 0.9 0.73
BERCD0002 239.6 241 1.4 2.32
BERCD0003 179 183 4 1.46
BERCD0003 231.6 234 2.4 1.09
BERCD0004 84 86 2 9.03
BERCD0004 179.7 180.1 0.4 1.01
BERCD0004 190.3 190.7 0.4 0.85
BERCD0004 226.9 228.7 1.8 1.22
BERCD0005 151.85 153.9 2.05 2.09
BERCDO0006 212.1 212.6 0.5 0.81
BERCD0006 185.4 189.9 4.5 0.81
BERCD0006 193.85 201.3 7.45 1.13
BERCD0006 225 231.5 6.5 1.39
BERCD0012 122.75 124.6 1.85 0.85
BERCDO0012 135 135.65 0.65 4.06
FKRC0001 13 15 2 0.73
FKRC0001 44 46 2 1.39
FKRC0001 52 53 1 0.98
FKRC0001 66 67 1 2.44
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