
 

 

PRESS RELEASE For immediate release 
 

Nemaska Lithium Successfully Commissions the Electrolysis Cell at its Phase 1 Plant 

 

Québec, February 08, 2017. Nemaska Lithium Inc. (“Nemaska Lithium” or the “Corporation”)  
(TSX: NMX) (OTC: NMKEF) announced today that it has successfully commissioned the electrolysis 
cell of its Phase 1 plant in Shawinigan. Nemaska Lithium continues to make significant progress on 
construction and commissioning of the Phase 1 Plant. Below are the steps that have been 
completed to date as well as upcoming steps: 

Step 1 – Pressure Testing and Electrical Systems Start-up 

The auxiliary systems, piping, holding tanks, etc. have all been pressure-tested using compressed air 
and water. Systems have performed as expected. Electrical systems have been commissioned. 

Step 2 – Membrane Electrolysis Start-Up 

The Corporation has begun feeding the electrolysis cell with synthetic lithium sulphate in a closed 
loop system. The electrolysis cell is successfully converting lithium sulfate solution into lithium 
hydroxide solution on a continuous basis. 

Step 3 – Phase 1 Plant Ramp-up 

The next step is to produce lithium hydroxide from lithium sulphate solution provided by a client. 
This will test the impurity removal systems and the electrolysis cells’ handling of this material, as 
well as the crystallization process. 

Step 4 – Lithium Hydroxide Samples to a customer 

Initial samples of lithium hydroxide are expected to be sent to a customer in Q1 2017 for quality 
control purposes and evaluation.  

Step 5 – Lithium Hydroxide from Whabouchi Concentrate 

The Corporation intends to start processing spodumene concentrate from the Whabouchi Mine into 
lithium hydroxide samples in Q2 2017 after the commissioning of the calcination and roasting 
section of the process. These samples will be sent to numerous potential customers globally. 

“The successful commissioning of the electrolysis cell clearly demonstrates the core patented 
technology that we developed to produce lithium hydroxide using commercial scale equipment,” 
said Guy Bourassa, President and CEO of Nemaska Lithium. “We are using a synthetic lithium 
sulphate solution to begin the commissioning as we believe it is the best way to start the system. As 
we log hours on the electrolysis cell we will expand the commissioning to include the other sections 
of the Hydromet plant, including our patented impurity removals systems. This step will use 
commercial lithium sulphate solution and should demonstrate the system’s ability to produce 
lithium hydroxide monohydrate from a less pristine material.” 

For an up-close look at the progress being made at the Whabouchi Lithium Mine and Shawinigan 
Phase 1 Plant, join Guy Bourassa, President and CEO, as he gives you a tour of the facilities under 
construction and discusses the Corporation’s milestones for 2017.  https://vimeo.com/202417527 

About Nemaska Lithium 

Nemaska Lithium intends to become a lithium hydroxide and lithium carbonate supplier to the 
emerging lithium battery market that is largely driven by electric vehicles, cell phones, tablets and 

https://vimeo.com/202417527


 

 

other consumer products. The Corporation is developing in Quebec one of the most important 
spodumene lithium hard rock deposit in the world, both in volume and grade. The spodumene 
concentrate produced at Nemaska Lithium's Whabouchi mine will be shipped to the Corporation's 
lithium compounds processing plant to be built in Shawinigan, Quebec. This plant will transform 
spodumene concentrate into high purity lithium hydroxide and carbonate using the proprietary 
methods developed by the Corporation, and for which the Corporation holds four granted patents 
and several patent applications that are pending in different countries, covering different aspects 
and improvements of its proprietary technology for preparing high purity lithium hydroxide and 
carbonate. 
 
All statements, other than statements of historical fact, contained in this press release including, but 
not limited to, (i) the production of lithium hydroxide from a lithium sulfate solution, (ii) the delivery 
of lithium hydroxide solution samples to a customer in Q1 2017, (iii) the start of processing 
spodumene concentrate from the Whabouchi Mine into lithium hydroxide samples in Q2 2017, (iv) 
the sending of samples to numerous customers globally, (v) the expansion of the commissioning to 
include other sections of the Hydromet plant, (vi) the demonstration of the system’s ability to 
produce lithium hydroxide monohydrate from a less pristine material, and (vii) all forward-looking 
statements made in the above-mentioned video (https://vimeo.com/202417527), constitute 
''forward-looking information'' or ''forward-looking statements'' within the meaning of certain 
securities laws, and are based on expectations, estimates and projections as of the time of this press 
release. Forward-looking statements are necessarily based upon a number of estimates and 
assumptions that, while considered reasonable by the Corporation as of the time of such statements, 
are inherently subject to significant business, economic and competitive uncertainties and 
contingencies. These estimates and assumptions may prove to be incorrect. 
 
Many of these uncertainties and contingencies can directly or indirectly affect, and could cause, 
actual results to differ materially from those expressed or implied in any forward-looking 
statements. There can be no assurance that forward-looking statements will prove to be accurate, 
as actual results and future events could differ materially from those anticipated in such statements. 
Forward-looking statements are provided for the purpose of providing information about 
management's expectations and plans relating to the future. The Corporation disclaims any 
intention or obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements or to explain any 
material difference between subsequent actual events and such forward-looking statements, except 
to the extent required by applicable law. 
Further information regarding Nemaska Lithium is available in the SEDAR database 
(www.sedar.com) and on the Corporation's website at: www.nemaskalithium.com 
 
 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION. PLEASE CONTACT: 

www.nemaskalithium.com 

Mr. Victor Cantore 
Investor Relations 
514 831-3809 
victor.cantore@nemaskalithium.com 
 

Ms. Wanda Cutler  
Investor Relations  
416 303-6460  
wanda.cutler@nemaskalithium.com  

https://vimeo.com/202417527
http://www.nemaskalithium.com/
mailto:victor.cantore@nemaskalithium.com

