
 
   
 
 
 
  

   

 

NEWS RELEASE  

 
MDA SPACE UK TO PRIME ESA AND UK SPACE AGENCY 

MISSION ESTABLISHING REGENERATIVE, DIRECT-TO-

DEVICE 5G COMMUNICATIONS FROM LOW EARTH ORBIT 

 
July 16, 2025 (LONDON, UK) — MDA Space Ltd. (TSX:MDA), a trusted mission partner to the 

rapidly expanding global space industry, today announced that it will prime SkyPhi, a new 

mission funded by the European Space Agency (ESA) and the UK Space Agency (UKSA) that 

will enable regenerative 5G direct-to-device (D2D) satellite communications from low Earth orbit 

(LEO). The announcement, made today at the UK Space Conference taking place in 

Manchester, spotlights the UK’s role in driving forward next-generation space-based 

telecommunications and reinforcing its leadership in satellite innovation.  

 

Funded by the ESA and the UKSA, the mission is part of the ARTES (Advanced Research in 

Telecommunications Systems) program. SkyPhi supports the development and validation of 

innovative satcom technologies with strong commercial potential. MDA Space UK will lead 

phases A and B of the mission in collaboration with UK-based mission partners CGI and Open 

Cosmos, combining proven strengths in satellite platforms and operations, secure 

communications, network integration, and advanced payload systems. 
 

“This pioneering project led by MDA Space represents the kind of innovation the UK space 

sector needs to maintain its competitive edge. By starting the development of an end-to-end 5G 

direct-to-device satellite communications system with a LEO satellite and UK-based ground 

infrastructure, the project is placing the UK as a leader in new satellite technologies,” said 

Dr. Craig Brown, Director of Investment at the UK Space Agency. “The collaboration between 

MDA Space, CGI and Open Cosmos demonstrates the power of partnership in solving complex 

technical challenges.” 
 

“The selection of SkyPhi and MDA Space UK, supported by our strong UK-based team of 

industry partners, recognises the depth of talent and innovation resident in the UK space 

sector,” said Mike Greenley, CEO of MDA Space. “Our mission at MDA Space is to turn the 

proven into the possible, and with the support of the UK Space Agency and ESA, we’re putting 

that goal in motion and advancing a bold vision for satellite-enabled 5G services and the 

industrial base of the UK space industry.”  



 
   
 
 
 
  

   

 

ABOUT MDA SPACE  
Building the space between proven and possible, MDA Space (TSX:MDA) is a trusted mission 

partner to the global space industry. A robotics, satellite systems and geointelligence pioneer 

with a 55-year+ story of world firsts and more than 450 missions, MDA Space is a global leader 

in communications satellites, Earth and space observation, and space exploration and 

infrastructure. The MDA Space team of more than 3,400 space experts in Canada, the US and 

the UK has the knowledge and know-how to turn an audacious customer vision into an 

achievable mission—bringing to bear a one-of-a-kind mix of experience, engineering excellence 

and wide-eyed wonder that’s been in our DNA since day one. For those who dream big and 

push boundaries on the ground and in the stars to change the world for the better, we’ll take you 

there. For more information, visit www.mda.space.  

 
 
FORWARD LOOKING STATEMENTS 
This press release may contain forward looking information within the meaning of applicable 

securities legislation, which reflects the Company's current expectations regarding future 

events, including, but not limited to, upcoming missions. Forward looking information is based 

on a number of assumptions and is subject to a number of risks and uncertainties, many of 

which are beyond the Company's control, which could cause actual results and events to differ 

materially from those that are disclosed in or implied by such forward looking information. Such 

risks and uncertainties include, but are not limited to the factors discussed under "Risk Factors" 

in the Company's Annual Information Form (AIF) dated March 7, 2025 and available on 

SEDAR+ at www.sedarplus.ca. The Company does not undertake any obligation to update such 

forward looking information, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise, 

except as expressly required by applicable law. 
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Senior Director, Investor Relations 
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SOCIAL MEDIA 

LinkedIn:       linkedin.com/company/mdaspace 
X:         twitter.com/MDA_space  
Facebook:  facebook.com/MDAspace 
YouTube:      youtube.com/c/mdaspace 
Instagram:     instagram.com/MDA_space 
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