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SUHIT KELKAR

Inrecentyears,wehavebeenseeinga
numberofhigh-profilereleasesof
biographiesofpoliticiansassociatedwith
theSanghParivar.Thesebooksseemto
staketheirsubject’sclaimtouncle-of-the-
nationhood,as if toofferSanghialternatives
totheGandhi-Nehrus. Insodoing, it’snot
thatfactsarealwaysmassaged;more
usually,calamitousactionsaremade
palatablethroughgenerousandglowing
interpretationsofmotivesorcontexts.The
idea, Isuppose, is towriteanIndian
historicalnarrativethat is, ifnotentirely
Congress-mukt,at leastoneinwhich
CongressfiguresarediminishedandSanghi
characters inflated.

It is inthisclimatethat journalistand
novelistSagarikaGhosehaswrittenAtal
BihariVajpayee,abiography.Straightoff,
shetellsussheisaliberal.Theideaofa
liberalassessingthelifeofright-wingerAtal
BihariVajpayee, thefirstnon-Congressman
toserveafull termasprimeministerof
India,raisesourexpectationsofgettinga
bookthat inclinesnottowardsPRbut
critique. Inthis, thebooksucceeds,andhas
manycrucial insightsdeliveredinan
engrossingnarrative—butwithoneflaw
toomassivetooverlook.

ThebookshowsVajpayee’s riseasa
charismaticyouthpoliticianof theSangh
toParliamentarianandfinally India’s
primeminister, a trajectory thatalso
broughtHinduright-wingpolitics to
mainstreamrespectability, and turned the
partyheco-founded, the
BharatiyaJanataParty (BJP), into
aseriouscontenderonRaisina
Hill.Hismosthigh-profile
achievementsand failuresone
expects to readarepresent invivid
colour—his soaringcareer taking
theBJP tosuccess,hisdoggedand
determined tenureasan
oppositionpolitician,hisascent to
thepremiership,his
unprecedentedattemptsatpeacewith
Pakistan; also,hisopportunistically riding
theRamMandirmovementanddirectly
abetting the rathyatra (and, therefore,
indirectly theBabridemolition that
devastatedcommunal relations).Also,his
fiascoofa 13-daygovernment,his inept
handlingofnational security issues right
fromthehijackof IndianAirlines’ IC814 to
thedampsquibcalledOperation
Parakram, tohis swaying readilywith the
breeze thatboostedNarendraModi
after theGujarat riots.There isplentyhere

tochewonandrelish foravid fansof
politicalnonfiction.

Thewritingisbeautifullywrought,
displayinganovelist’saptitudeformakinga
phraseringandanimagelambent.For
instance, thepassagedescribingthe
demolitionoftheBabri
Masjidisamongthemost
visualandwell-voiced
I’vereadinyears,and
therearemanysuchfeats
ofwriting.

Alongwiththebig
picture, theauthorzooms
inontheindividual,
pointsouthismissteps
anddeviousness,
doublespeakand
opportunism,indetail
andinrefreshinglyfrank
terms.Theauthor’saim,
werealise, is tosee
throughthepersonaof
thepoet-politiciandown
tothechameleonic
person.Vajpayeethe
politician,wearetold,
was“(o)nedaya
moderate, thenextday
soundinglikeahardliner,
onedayarguingfor
pluralism,thenextdayharkingtoHindu
sentiments”.Atanotherplace,weseethis:
“All throughhis life,Vajpayee... showedhe
lackedthestrengthofcharactertoact
againstwrong,butstillhadthesensitivityto
beashamedabouthisownfailings”.

Vajpayee’smotivationsare
incisivelydelineated:hisquest for
power, themoralcostbedamned;his
obsessionwithJawaharlalNehru
andhisdescendants, Indiraand
RajivGandhi;hiscontradictionsand
paradoxes,namelyhisallegianceto
hisparentorganisation, the
RashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh
(RSS),andalsohisstoking“Hindu
nationalismtryingtooperatewithin

theconstraintsofdemocracy”.
WeareshownhowVajpayeecontributed

tohis imageasa“goodmaninbad
company”, thebadcompanybeingthe
SanghParivar inthefewdecadesfollowing
themurderofGandhiji;andhowVajpayee
wasthe“friendtoall,enemytonone”,a
bridgebuilder indispensableinBJP’s
coalitionera.Wearepresenteda
psychologicalandsocialmapofhis
conflicts, internalandexternal,atbeing
describedasamukhautaormaskofa
“moderate”fortheSangh.It’saninsightful

accountofhis internalstruggles,which
evidentlyweremonumental.

Asaperson,Vajpayeecomesacrossas
unconventionaltosaytheleast.Vajpayee
said,“Iamabachelor,notabrahmachari.”
What’smore, ifyouthinkyou’veconsumed
all thewritingandmoviesthereareabout
lovetriangles,wait tillyoulearnhereabout
Vajpayee’sdomesticarrangement.No
spoilers,but imaginethetormentsthat

afflictedVajpayee’sparent
organisation, theRSS,as it
cametotermswithhim.We
arealsotoldofhis loveof
goodfoodingeneraland
specificallymeatand
alcohol,convivial
company,andthepublic
stage.Theauthorexplains
all thisasthetraitsofabon
vivantandabohemian.
Alongtheway,weget
insights intoVajpayee’s
relationshipswithmentors
andcolleaguesintheRSS,
andcolleaguesintheBJP,
includingLKAdvani,
Modiandothers.Weare
providedbriefportraitsof
theseleadersaswell.

Thebooktellsusso
much,butmissesa
crucialdetail. Iam
remindedofAmitShah’s
announcementin2019that

theNationalRegisterofCitizenswouldbe
compiled.TheNRCwasenabledin2003by
anActofaBJPgovernmentunderVajpayee
withtheconsentoftheopposition,chieflythe
Congressparty.

TheVajpayeeadministrationadded
Section14AtotheCitizenshipActthat
empoweredthegovernmenttoissuea
“national identitycard”registering“every
citizenofIndia”,andto“maintaina
NationalRegisterofIndianCitizens”.Surely
Vajpayeehadfathomedtheimplications?
AndtheVajpayee-Advani-ledgovernment
apparentlyframedrulesfordrawingup
localregistersofcitizensthat,amongother
things,allowedpeopletocomplainthat
theirneighbourswereillegalmigrants,at
whichpointtheaccusedwouldbepresumed
guiltyoftheallegedoffenceandhavetoprove
theircitizenship.Thisvisionofasocietyin
whichpeoplesuspecteachotherhasRSSor
otherSanghoutfitswrittenallover it;
Vajpayeeprobablyaccommodatedthem.
Yetthe2003amendmentdoesnotfinda
mentioninthebook. Inanotherwise
splendidlywroughtbook, this isamajor
flaw;thisepisodemighthaveforceda
radicalandmorescathingreappraisalof
Vajpayee,whichmighthaveledtheauthor
toadifferentbook.

NITINKUMAR
Firozabad,18February

“Iwill vote for change.”
ThatiswhatMoham-
mad Shafeeq, a ban-

glemakerofFirozabad, says
he will do on Sunday when
the third phase of polling is
held inUttarPradesh.

What may sound as an
oft-cited,clichedexpression
isanchoredinurgent,imme-
diate concerns.

Askedwhatchangemea-
ns to him, the 22-year-old
first-time voter says: “Good
workingconditions,medical
facilities and better wages.”

Not just Shafeeq, but
many others working at the
unit where he’s employed,
KohinoorBangleIndustries,
will vote for the samecause.

ThedistrictofFirozabad,
known as the glassmaking
hub of India, employs over
20,000 workers in its 7,874
registered industrial units,
according to the state gov-
ernment’s Department of
MSME and Export Promo-
tion website. A majority of
these units are bangle man-
ufacturing factories, which
produce over 80 per cent of
all utility glass products for
India’sdomesticmarket.

For workers engaged in
glassmanufacturing,besides
lowwagesandlackofhealth-
care facilities, closureof fac-
tories in the region is one of
themajor reasons forworry.

“Over 100 factories have
closedoperationsinthepast
fouryears,leavingthousands
without livelihood. People
are ready to work here at
1,400Celsiusdegrees(rough-
ly the temperature at which
glass gets moulded) for just
~200 a day,” says Shankar
Singh, 45, a factory worker.

Citingthehealthhazards
resulting from it, he adds,

“Everyonehastodieoneday.
But we are dying every day,
inhaling toxic fumes while
our hands pick and mould
gleaming
bangles.”

Accordingto
insiders, about
90 per cent of
the district’s
workingpopula-
tionisdirectlyor
indirectlylinked
to the bangle
industry.When-
ever a factory
shutsoperation,
thecost of labourdecreases.
The rising cost of raw mate-
rials and labour, and lack of
aid from the government
result in factory owners
exploitingworkersbypaying
them low wages, they add.

The Covid-19 lockdown
andtheeconomicslowdown
that followed worsened the
conditions forworkers.

Irfan Khan, 21, a second-
generation worker who lost
his father to tuberculosis,
says hiswages havenot inc-
reased in thepast five years.

“Every day is a struggle for
survival. If there are more
workers lookingforemploy-
ment, on a rare day one

might agree to
work for ~100,
which I used to
getwhenIstart-
ed in2014.

“Wearewor-
king for 8-10
hoursdailywith
chemicals and
toxic gases, but
get no medical
attention. I fear
meeting a simi-

larfateasmyfather,”hesays.
The combinationof che-

micals, heat and glass poses
serioushealthrisksforwork-
ers.“Mostpeopledieoftube-
rculosis or other fatal infec-
tions of the lungs and chest
due to the toxic gases,” says
Chandar Pal, a local doctor.

For women workers, the
situation isonlyworse.

Marzina, a 42-year-old
widow,workswith600men
inafactory.Shegetspaid30-
40 per cent less than her
malecolleagues, justenough

forherselfandherthreechil-
dren to live with dignity. “I
don’t get a widow pension.
The government only gives
food. I work to givemy chil-
dren better education and
life so they don’t end up
workinghere,” she says.

Asked why factories are
shutting operations in UP,
Khalid Naseer, the owner of
KohinoorBangle industries,
saysthatinthepastfiveyears
the price of natural gas has
almostdoubledfrom~17per
standard cubic metre. Also,
up to 18 per cent goods and
servicestaxonrawmaterials
and the increase in labour
cost is breaking the back of
this industry,he says.

“The day is not far when
glass bangles will only be
relicsifthegovernmentcon-
tinues to turn a blind eye to
thisindustry.Peopleareclos-
ingfactoriesbecauseworkers
protest demanding high
wages, but if we increase
productcostbuyersprotest.”

In 2018, the UP govern-
ment launchedtheOneDis-
trict One Product (ODOP)
scheme to support various
stakeholders on financial,
technical and managerial
fronts. Factory owners say
the government brought in
ODOP to promote local ind-
ustries,butadditsexecution
hasn’t beenaspromising.

Alleging that the ODOP
scheme in Firozabad has
been a failure , former CM
and Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav recently
promisedanewglass city in
the district if his party
formedthegovernmentafter
the Assembly election. “If a
newglasshubisrequiredfor
thedevelopmentofthestate,
we will build a new glass
industry,”Yadavhadsaid.

But until the glass city
gets a revamp or aid for its
glasswareindustries,Firoza-
bad with its population of
approximately two million
will be a shadow of its past.

ThemanyfacesofVajpayee
AbiographyofIndia’sfirstnon-CongressPMtoservea
fulltermoffersaninsightfulandengrossingnarrative

City of bangle makers
looks for change
AsFirozabadgoestopollsonSunday,glassworkers
seekbetterconditions,higherwagesandhealthcare
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“It’sweird,no?”thefaceattheother
endofthescreensays.“It’sstrange
todothislookingintoadevice.”

Anditis.Moreso,consideringthelast
timeKidambiSrikanthandIsatdownfor
aninterview,itwasacrossfromeach
other,inperson,inahotelroominDelhi.
Thiswaslate2017,whenSrikanthbecame
onlythefourthpersoninbadminton
historytowinfourBWFSuperSeriestitles
inoneyear—afeatthatisasrareasitis
difficult.Afewmonthson,hewentonto
becometheWorldNo1—anotherfirstfor
amaleIndianshuttler.Itseemsalifetime
awaybutSrikanthremembers—the
interviewitselfvaguely,thephenomenal
yearfondly.

Sincethentherehasbeenachurn.Du-
ringthatsupremelytaxingandprofitable
season,Srikanthsufferedwhatbecamea
seriesofunfortunateinjuries,alossof
formwheninrecovery,andasubsequent
slideintherankings,allofwhichmeant
frombeingashoo-incontenderfora
medal,hesoonbecameaplayerdesperate
togettherankingpointstoqualifyforthe
Olympicslastyear.Andhemaywellhave,
despiteallofit,ifithadn’tbeenforCovid-
19.Thepandemicmeantmultiple
tournamentswerecancelled,leavinghim
withveryfewtoperformwellintogetthe
pointsrequired.Despitealltherecords
andthefirstsachievedintheOlympic
cycle,heendedupmissingoutonthe
TokyoOlympicsitself.

Itislatemorning,andwearebanding
togetherforbrunch.Me:athomein
Giridih,Jharkhand,withoats,fruitsand
coffee.He:inhisroominHyderabad,
avoidingeatingatthisrandomhour(it’s
around10am)becausehe’sonastrict
schedule.Nonetheless,hecasuallysips
onaglassofmilk.

Thisnonchalanceisn’tputon;itisall
forreal.KidambiSrikanthrefusestoget
emotionallydrawnout.In2017,whenona
roll,herefusedtocelebratehisachieve-
mentstoohard.And,intheaftermath,he
hasrefusedtodrowninmisery.“Itwas
toughmissingoutontheOlympics,of
course,”Srikanthsays.“ButI’velearntto
notdwellonthingsthathavepassed.”
Thoseclosetohim,hisbrotherKNanda-
gopalandhischildhoodfriendscameto-
gether,expectinghimtoturninward,but
hedidn’t.Post-Tokyo,asthebadminton
seasonputitselfbacktogether,Srikanth
playedtournamentsregularly,hoping
thathe’dbeingoodformleadingintothe

WorldChampionships—andthenalmost
didn’tgetthere,unabletosecureavisatill
threedaysbeforetheeventbegan.

“That’sonelessonIthinkIhavelearnt.
Andmaybethispandemichasenhanced
it.Youcan’tcontroleverything,butwhat
youcan,youshould.Ijustwantedto
play…takeitonematchatatime,”saysthe
29-year-old,smilinggently.Thechoiceof
wordsisdeliberate.It’sathletetropebut
hereitmeansmore.Whenexpectations
fizzleout,whathappenstodesire?
Itseemedlessaquestionofsportsthan
azenkoan:Whatisthesoundofone
handclapping?

InSrikanth’scase,thisisperhapshis
bestbeing.Whenhethinksless,hedoes
more.Andafterallthelows,therehave
beenhighs.

InDecember2021,hewenttoSpain
expectingnothing,onlytobecomethe
firstIndianmantowinsilverattheBWF
WorldChampionships.Andthen,from
thathigh,againtheunexpected.Hewas
backinHyderabadnotoutofchoice,for-
cedtopulloutoftheIndiaOpen(atourn-
amenthelovesplaying)havingtested
positiveforCovid-19,andthenpullingout
oftheSyedModiInternationaltogive
himselftimetorecover.Youcan’tcontrol
everything,butwhatyoucan,youshould.

Andwhatyoucan,arethebasics.
Train,eat,recoverandrepeat.Athletesare

incrediblynit-pickyabouttheirroutines,
especiallywhenitcomestotheirdiets.
Theirbodies,afterall,aren’tjustvesselsof
consciousnessbut,quiteliterally,vehicles
ofgain—butevenamongthem,India’s
badmintonspecialistsareastepapart.I’d
metPVSindhuwhenshewasateenager,
freshoffwinningherfirstWorld
Championshipbronze,andatthetime,
she’dprofessedaloveforice-creamandin
thesamebreathadmittedshehadn’t
eatenoneinmonths.Shesatacrossthe
table,watchingmegorgeonHyderabadi
biryaniforwelloveranhour.Ifshewas
tortured,shedidn’tshowit.

Srikanthisabitdifferent.“Idon’thave
afavouritefood…Ilikehome-cooked
food,Iguess,”hesays.Hisbreakfast
(home-cookeddosaandchutney)iseaten
beforehegoesforearlymorningtraining,
andhealmostentirelyfollowsthroughon
home-cookedfoodwhennotin
competition.Whenincompetition,things
change,thoughnotdrastically.

“Tobehonest,thisbiobubble,being
stuckinhotelrooms,doesn’tbotherme
much,”hesays.Whatheadmittedlydoes
missisgoingouttoeatindifferentcities
heplaysatacrosstheglobe.Andwhilehis
tasteinfooditselfvariesverylittle,it
allowshimtotakeinandabsorbcultures.

Butallthingsarerelative.Discomfort
most.Srikanth,whileaworld-class
athlete,isalsodeeplyconnectedtohis
rootsinGuntur(AndhraPradesh)andis
awareofthedevastationthepandemic
haswreakedonsmallcommunities.“I’m
luckytogettodowhatIdo,”hesayssoftly.
“IfeverIdoubtthecardsI’vebeendealt,all
Ihavetodoisthinkabouteveryoneelse
whodoesn’thavethis.”

Thisisanoftenoverlookedprivilegeof
Indiansport.Manyathleteshaverecently
admittedtorealisingit.Despitetheoften
haphazardandsomewhatunderfunded
grassrootsapparatus,infrastructureand
facilitieshavesurvived.Sponsorshipsand
fundinghavenotdriedupentirely.

Evenwhenthingsarefallingaround
youandunpredictabilityreigns,youknow
thatyourtrainingfacilitiesarestillaround
waitingforyoutoreturn.

“It’soneofthebenefitsofthecentre
(PullelaGopichand’sbadmintonacademy
thatservesasatrainingbaseforalmostall
ofIndia’stopshuttlers)thatit’savailableto
usallthetime,”Srikanthsays.“Weknow
thatveryfewpeoplewillgothere,and
thosethatdoarecolleaguesand
teammates…sowearesafe.”Another
longsipofthemilkfollows.

Withdrawalfromthetwobighome
badmintoneventsmeansthatIndian
badminton’sreluctantprincehasyettobe
serenadedproperly.Butforthemanwho
playedwithoutexpectationsandrefuses
togetdrownedbyothers’,thislatestriseis
narrativeflow.Upanddownandupagain.
Fornow,he’shappytotakeitasitgoes.

“Itisgoodtoplan,”hesays,“butitis
importanttotakethingsastheygo.
Everythingelsewillfollow.”Thatisthe
soundofonehandclapping.

BRUNCHWITHBS > KIDAMBI SRIKANTH BADMINTONPLAYER

Stoic shuttler
The first Indianmantowinsilverat theBWF
WorldChampionships, Srikanthhas seen
dizzyingheightsanddeep lows.Hechooses to
beunperturbedby theebbandflowof life,
writesVaibhavRaghunandan
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SUBRATA PANDA
Mumbai, 18February

H
ealth insurance premiums
reported a growth of 26 per
cent in the first 10 months of
FY22.This isnearlydoublethe

growth witnessed in the same period a
yearago.Healthpremiumscontinuedthe
trend of driving growth of the non-life
industry ever since the pandemic began.

However, within the health segment,
the growth dynamics has changed with
group health premiums growing faster
than retail health premiums, data of the
General InsuranceCouncil showed.

InFY22 so far, grouphealthpremiums
witnessed a growth of 30 per cent as
against 17.28 per cent growth in retail
health. Also, the share of group health in
thehealthbusinessofthenon-life industry
stood at 51 per cent against 39 per cent in
the case of retail health.

The monoline standalone health
insurerswitnesseda36percentgrowthin
health premiums in FY22 so far. Retail
healthpremiumsgrewby30per cent and
group health premiums saw 60 per cent
growth, albeit on a lowbase inFY22.

On the other hand, general insurers,
whohaveotherlinesofbusinessapartfrom
health, witnessed a 22 per cent growth in
health premiums upto January 2022,
mainlydue togrouphealthpremiums.

Sanjay Datta, chief —underwriting,
claims, reinsurance & actuarial —ICICI
LombardGeneral Insurance, said, “Group
health premiums have been growing,
given hiring has picked up across the

board, especially in the IT sector.
Corporates are increasing the limits on
theirpolicyandsomepricecorrectionhas
also happened. Group health growth is a
function of the economy. On the other
hand, retail health growth is organic and
depends on the awareness and needs of
individuals. While the demand for retail
health products has always been there, it
spiked during the pandemic and is
expected tonormalise, going forward.”

Thedemand forhealth insurancepro-
ducts rose in the pandemic because of
heightenedawareness among thepeople.

In FY21, health insurance premiums
grewby13.3percentwithretailhealthpre-
miumswitnessingagrowthof22percent.
But group health had contracted by 3 per
cent in the sameperiod.

Health, as a segment, has become the

biggest business for insurers in the non-
life insurance space. In FY22 (so far), the
healthsegmentconstituted33.34percent
of the non-life insurers business while
motorbusinessconstituted30.89percent.
In FY21, the health segment constituted
almost30percentof thenon-life insurers
businesswhile themotor segmentconsti-
tuted 34.1 per cent.

The non-life insurance industry saw a
five-month high growth rate of 15.9 per
cent in January 2022 and was nearly 2.5
times the rate seen in January 2021. In
FY22 so far, thenon-life insurers reported
a 11.6 per cent growth to ~1.82 trillion.

Motor insurance premiums grew by
3.47percentinFY22sofar.Also,cropinsur-
ance premiums have shrunk by 2.3 per
cent, fire insurance premiums grown by
7.6per cent in the sameperiod.

Health insurance drives
non-life sector growth
Grouppremiumswent
upby30%against17%in
retailsegment inFY22
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Tower...
In the letter, Tower
Semiconductorhadreportedly
called for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's intervention
tofast-trackagovernmentpro-
posal for chip manufacturing.
It had also written six months
after the government started
inviting chipmakers to India.
The company had also stated
that any delay on the govern-
ment'spartwouldmeanthat it
wouldbeunable to"stayactive
in the project in the near
future".

Fabplan
The government expects
investmentsofaround~1.7 tril-
lion and 135,000 jobs to be
created in the next four years
underthePLIschemeforsemi-
conductors, Union Minister
AshwiniVaishnawhad said.

The programme aims to
provide attractive incentive
support to companies/consor-
tia that are engaged in Silicon
Semiconductor Fabs, Display
Fabs, Compound
Semiconductors / Silicon
Photonics / Sensors (including
MEMS) Fabs, Semiconductor
Packaging (ATMP / OSAT),
SemiconductorDesign.

Oil &gas...
“Weareconductingasurveyin
the Andamans. In all, an
investmentof ~3,000crorehas
been made over four years
across the country. It will
require ~1,500-2,000 crore to
betterassess thecompletesed-
imentary basins of India,” the
official quoted above said.

There are 26 sedimentary
basins in the country.

“A 2D seismic survey has
beenalmostcompletedinlarge
areas of the Andaman basin.
This surveyof22,500LKMwill
be concluded by the end of
February 2022,” an official

overseeing the implementa-
tionof theNSP said.

Eyesoverseas
Whilerampingupdomesticoil
production has been a long-
standing strategy, India is
banking on its investment
overseas intheeventofamajor
global oil supply disruption.
This is in addition to a diplo-
matic outreach towards oil-
producing nations to offer
crudeoil toIndiaonfavourable
terms.

“We have invested $38 bil-
lion tillnowin52assets spread
over 22 countries. These hold
roughly 21.9 million tonnes of
oil equivalent (mmtoe) hydro-
carbon assets. This is equal to
around 37 per cent of our
domestic oil and gas produc-
tion,” a senioroilministryoffi-
cial said.

CBI...
Another source said the latest
investigation is being done on
the basis of an FIR filed by the
CBI on May 28, 2018, in the
colocation (colo) matter. The
four-year-oldFIRwasprimari-
ly against SanjayGupta,MDof
OPG Securities, and it also
named his brother-in-law
AmanKokradyandAjayShah,
adataspecialistandresearcher
employed by the NSE, along
with unknown officials of the
NSE and Sebi for their role in
the controversy.

Sebi...
“Often it is seen that the IPO
is priced several times higher
than theprice atwhich shares
are issued to private investors
in months leading up to the
IPO. Going ahead, companies
will have toprovide adetailed
rationale for the change in
sharepriceovera short-period
of time,” said an investment
banker.

He added that Sebi had a
hands-off approach to IPO
pricing. But given the sharp
fall in share prices, the regu-

lator wants more justification
when it comes to pricing the
issue.

IndiGo...
Accordingly,mycurrent inten-
tion is to slowly reduce my
equity stake in the company
over the next five plus years.
While new investors should
benefit from the potential
futuregrowthinthecompany's
shareprice,agradualreduction
of my stake should also allow
metobenefit fromsomeof the
upside,” Gangwal wrote in his
letter to theboard.

He said he was stepping
down immediately as he did
not want to hold access to
unpublished price sensitive
informationwhilereducinghis
stake in the company.

“After considerable
thought, I see only one clear
path to address the issue.
Regrettably and effective
immediately I am stepping off
the board…Sometime in
future, I shall consider partici-
pating again as a board
member,”Gangwalwrote.

Thepromotersmodifiedthe
articles of association to scrap
theclausewhichgavethemthe
right of first refusal over each
other’sshares.Theamendment
was made following an order
from the London Court of
International Arbitration and
passedinashareholders’meet-
ing lastDecember.

“This move was expected
and should bring the feud
between the promoters to an
end. It is likely that Rakesh
Gangwalwill seekdeclassifica-
tion as a promoter. His large
shareholding will have to be
sold through bulk deals over a
period of time,” said Shriram
Subramanian,managingdirec-
tor and founder of InGovern
Research.

As per current regulations,
however, a promoter can seek
a reclassification as a public
shareholder ifhis/her equity is
below 10 per cent. Also under
the Companies Act, share-
holders who hold 10 per cent

of company stock can requi-
sition an extra-ordinary gen-
eral meeting. In any case,
Gangwal would require
Bhatia’s support in case he
wishes to rejoin theboard.

Stock analysts said
Gangwal’s announcementwill
keepthecompany’sstockprice
under pressure. “If the market
is aware that such a bulk dilu-
tion will happen over a mid-
term period, the share price
will beunderpressure as there
will always be opportunity to
accumulate stock,” an analyst
said.

“Gangwalwasinstrumental
in negotiating the initial 100
aircraft order from Airbus and
laying the foundation of cost
discipline in the airline. After
their2019dispute,Bhatiaman-
agedtoappointall seniorposi-
tions intheairlineandhehim-
self will be in control as
managing director,’’ said
CaptainShakti Lumba, former
head of operations of IndiGo.
He added, ‘’I just hope he
refrains from micromanaging
the airline as that will be the
beginning of the end.” As per
the articles of association of
theairlineGangwal is entitled
to one board seat.

India, UAE...
“Theagreementwillopenupa
lot of opportunities for our
MSMEsandprovide joboppor-
tunities to the tuneof 1million
forouryouth.It isawin-winfor
both economies and our
people,”Goyal said.He saidon
the pharma side, the UAE for
the first time has agreed that
medicine or medical products
approved by developed coun-
trieswill getmarketaccessand
regulatory approval in a time-
bound manner of 90 days for
being marketed in the UAE.
The India-UAE CEPA will be
the first of the bunch of trade
agreements that India aims to
ink with other developed nati-
ons over the coming months.
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PoonawallaFincorp
eyes~21K-croreAUM
ABHIJIT LELE
Mumbai, 18February

After seeing flat growth in
assets under management
(AUM) till Q3 of FY22,
Poonawalla Fincorp (PFL)
expects to increase the
monthly disbursement of
loans fromaround ~600 crore
now to ~1,000 crore tillMarch
2023.

It is looking to cross AUM
of ~21,000 crore by the end of
next financial year (FY23).
Thereafter, it plans to expand
the book at a compound
annual growth rate (CAGR) of
30-32per cent.

Its AUM was flat at ~15,228
crore at the end of December
2021 against ~15,006 crore in
December 2020. Itwas ~15,275
crore in September 2021.

Ontheflatgrowthinassets,
the firmsaid the consolidated
AUM consists of certain dis-
continuedloanproducts.This
didn’tallowasignificantramp
up in the initial year or so.

It discontinued some pro-
ducts as they involved high
cash collections, high opex
andhighcreditcosts.Therun-
down in that book offsets the
growth seen in the continued
or focused product lines, PFL
toldBusinessStandard.

Rupeerises40ptoover
2-weekhighvsdollar
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, 18February

Rupee went up 40 paise on
Friday —its biggest single-
daygain inover threemonths
—tosettle at amore than two-
weekhighof 74.66against the
US dollar on Friday on hopes
of adiplomatic solution to the
East-West standoff over
Ukraine.

A fall in crude oil prices
also supported the currency,
analysts said.

At the interbank forex
market, the localunit opened
at 75.03against thegreenback
and witnessed an intra-day

high of 74.60 and a low of
75.05.

Rupeesettledat 74.66, reg-
istering a rise of 40 paise or
0.53per centover its previous
close of 75.06. It had closed
the session on Thursday at
75.11 (provisionally) but later
settled at 75.06.

Health retail Health group Govt health Overseas
schemes medical

General insurers* 11,916.81 27,399.09 5,590.18 303.69

Standalone health insurers* 11,892.85 3,678.98 NA 53.39

Industry total* 23,809.66 31,078.07 5,590.18 357.08

Growth (in%) 17.28 30.05 42.36 79.03
* Figures in ~ crore Source: General Insurance Council

STEADY SURGE

KERALA WATER AUTHORITY
e-Tender Notice

Tender No : T No. 79 to 81/2021-22/SE/Q
JJM pipe line extension and other works in Kadakkal panchayath,kulathuppuzha, Kundara and
adjoining panchayath EMD : Rs. 100000, 50000 Tender fee : Rs. 7500+1350, 5000+900(18%
GST- It will be paid by the contractor on reverse charge basis while filing his returns) Last Date for
submitting Tender : 02-03-2022 02:00:pm Phone : 04742745293 Website :
www.kwa.kerala.gov.in, www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

KWA-JB-GL-6-1066-2021-22

Superintending Engineer
PH Circle
Kollam



SUHIT KELKAR

Inrecentyears,wehavebeenseeinga
numberofhigh-profilereleasesof
biographiesofpoliticiansassociatedwith
theSanghParivar.Thesebooksseemto
staketheirsubject’sclaimtouncle-of-the-
nationhood,as if toofferSanghialternatives
totheGandhi-Nehrus. Insodoing, it’snot
thatfactsarealwaysmassaged;more
usually,calamitousactionsaremade
palatablethroughgenerousandglowing
interpretationsofmotivesorcontexts.The
idea, Isuppose, is towriteanIndian
historicalnarrativethat is, ifnotentirely
Congress-mukt,at leastoneinwhich
CongressfiguresarediminishedandSanghi
characters inflated.

It is inthisclimatethat journalistand
novelistSagarikaGhosehaswrittenAtal
BihariVajpayee,abiography.Straightoff,
shetellsussheisaliberal.Theideaofa
liberalassessingthelifeofright-wingerAtal
BihariVajpayee, thefirstnon-Congressman
toserveafull termasprimeministerof
India,raisesourexpectationsofgettinga
bookthat inclinesnottowardsPRbut
critique. Inthis, thebooksucceeds,andhas
manycrucial insightsdeliveredinan
engrossingnarrative—butwithoneflaw
toomassivetooverlook.

ThebookshowsVajpayee’s riseasa
charismaticyouthpoliticianof theSangh
toParliamentarianandfinally India’s
primeminister, a trajectory thatalso
broughtHinduright-wingpolitics to
mainstreamrespectability, and turned the
partyheco-founded, the
BharatiyaJanataParty (BJP), into
aseriouscontenderonRaisina
Hill.Hismosthigh-profile
achievementsand failuresone
expects to readarepresent invivid
colour—his soaringcareer taking
theBJP tosuccess,hisdoggedand
determined tenureasan
oppositionpolitician,hisascent to
thepremiership,his
unprecedentedattemptsatpeacewith
Pakistan; also,hisopportunistically riding
theRamMandirmovementanddirectly
abetting the rathyatra (and, therefore,
indirectly theBabridemolition that
devastatedcommunal relations).Also,his
fiascoofa 13-daygovernment,his inept
handlingofnational security issues right
fromthehijackof IndianAirlines’ IC814 to
thedampsquibcalledOperation
Parakram, tohis swaying readilywith the
breeze thatboostedNarendraModi
after theGujarat riots.There isplentyhere

tochewonandrelish foravid fansof
politicalnonfiction.

Thewritingisbeautifullywrought,
displayinganovelist’saptitudeformakinga
phraseringandanimagelambent.For
instance, thepassagedescribingthe
demolitionoftheBabri
Masjidisamongthemost
visualandwell-voiced
I’vereadinyears,and
therearemanysuchfeats
ofwriting.

Alongwiththebig
picture, theauthorzooms
inontheindividual,
pointsouthismissteps
anddeviousness,
doublespeakand
opportunism,indetail
andinrefreshinglyfrank
terms.Theauthor’saim,
werealise, is tosee
throughthepersonaof
thepoet-politiciandown
tothechameleonic
person.Vajpayeethe
politician,wearetold,
was“(o)nedaya
moderate, thenextday
soundinglikeahardliner,
onedayarguingfor
pluralism,thenextdayharkingtoHindu
sentiments”.Atanotherplace,weseethis:
“All throughhis life,Vajpayee... showedhe
lackedthestrengthofcharactertoact
againstwrong,butstillhadthesensitivityto
beashamedabouthisownfailings”.

Vajpayee’smotivationsare
incisivelydelineated:hisquest for
power, themoralcostbedamned;his
obsessionwithJawaharlalNehru
andhisdescendants, Indiraand
RajivGandhi;hiscontradictionsand
paradoxes,namelyhisallegianceto
hisparentorganisation, the
RashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh
(RSS),andalsohisstoking“Hindu
nationalismtryingtooperatewithin

theconstraintsofdemocracy”.
WeareshownhowVajpayeecontributed

tohis imageasa“goodmaninbad
company”, thebadcompanybeingthe
SanghParivar inthefewdecadesfollowing
themurderofGandhiji;andhowVajpayee
wasthe“friendtoall,enemytonone”,a
bridgebuilder indispensableinBJP’s
coalitionera.Wearepresenteda
psychologicalandsocialmapofhis
conflicts, internalandexternal,atbeing
describedasamukhautaormaskofa
“moderate”fortheSangh.It’saninsightful

accountofhis internalstruggles,which
evidentlyweremonumental.

Asaperson,Vajpayeecomesacrossas
unconventionaltosaytheleast.Vajpayee
said,“Iamabachelor,notabrahmachari.”
What’smore, ifyouthinkyou’veconsumed
all thewritingandmoviesthereareabout
lovetriangles,wait tillyoulearnhereabout
Vajpayee’sdomesticarrangement.No
spoilers,but imaginethetormentsthat

afflictedVajpayee’sparent
organisation, theRSS,as it
cametotermswithhim.We
arealsotoldofhis loveof
goodfoodingeneraland
specificallymeatand
alcohol,convivial
company,andthepublic
stage.Theauthorexplains
all thisasthetraitsofabon
vivantandabohemian.
Alongtheway,weget
insights intoVajpayee’s
relationshipswithmentors
andcolleaguesintheRSS,
andcolleaguesintheBJP,
includingLKAdvani,
Modiandothers.Weare
providedbriefportraitsof
theseleadersaswell.

Thebooktellsusso
much,butmissesa
crucialdetail. Iam
remindedofAmitShah’s
announcementin2019that

theNationalRegisterofCitizenswouldbe
compiled.TheNRCwasenabledin2003by
anActofaBJPgovernmentunderVajpayee
withtheconsentoftheopposition,chieflythe
Congressparty.

TheVajpayeeadministrationadded
Section14AtotheCitizenshipActthat
empoweredthegovernmenttoissuea
“national identitycard”registering“every
citizenofIndia”,andto“maintaina
NationalRegisterofIndianCitizens”.Surely
Vajpayeehadfathomedtheimplications?
AndtheVajpayee-Advani-ledgovernment
apparentlyframedrulesfordrawingup
localregistersofcitizensthat,amongother
things,allowedpeopletocomplainthat
theirneighbourswereillegalmigrants,at
whichpointtheaccusedwouldbepresumed
guiltyoftheallegedoffenceandhavetoprove
theircitizenship.Thisvisionofasocietyin
whichpeoplesuspecteachotherhasRSSor
otherSanghoutfitswrittenallover it;
Vajpayeeprobablyaccommodatedthem.
Yetthe2003amendmentdoesnotfinda
mentioninthebook. Inanotherwise
splendidlywroughtbook, this isamajor
flaw;thisepisodemighthaveforceda
radicalandmorescathingreappraisalof
Vajpayee,whichmighthaveledtheauthor
toadifferentbook.

NITINKUMAR
Firozabad,18February

“Iwill vote for change.”
ThatiswhatMoham-
mad Shafeeq, a ban-

glemakerofFirozabad, says
he will do on Sunday when
the third phase of polling is
held inUttarPradesh.

What may sound as an
oft-cited,clichedexpression
isanchoredinurgent,imme-
diate concerns.

Askedwhatchangemea-
ns to him, the 22-year-old
first-time voter says: “Good
workingconditions,medical
facilities and better wages.”

Not just Shafeeq, but
many others working at the
unit where he’s employed,
KohinoorBangleIndustries,
will vote for the samecause.

ThedistrictofFirozabad,
known as the glassmaking
hub of India, employs over
20,000 workers in its 7,874
registered industrial units,
according to the state gov-
ernment’s Department of
MSME and Export Promo-
tion website. A majority of
these units are bangle man-
ufacturing factories, which
produce over 80 per cent of
all utility glass products for
India’sdomesticmarket.

For workers engaged in
glassmanufacturing,besides
lowwagesandlackofhealth-
care facilities, closureof fac-
tories in the region is one of
themajor reasons forworry.

“Over 100 factories have
closedoperationsinthepast
fouryears,leavingthousands
without livelihood. People
are ready to work here at
1,400Celsiusdegrees(rough-
ly the temperature at which
glass gets moulded) for just
~200 a day,” says Shankar
Singh, 45, a factory worker.

Citingthehealthhazards
resulting from it, he adds,

“Everyonehastodieoneday.
But we are dying every day,
inhaling toxic fumes while
our hands pick and mould
gleaming
bangles.”

Accordingto
insiders, about
90 per cent of
the district’s
workingpopula-
tionisdirectlyor
indirectlylinked
to the bangle
industry.When-
ever a factory
shutsoperation,
thecost of labourdecreases.
The rising cost of raw mate-
rials and labour, and lack of
aid from the government
result in factory owners
exploitingworkersbypaying
them low wages, they add.

The Covid-19 lockdown
andtheeconomicslowdown
that followed worsened the
conditions forworkers.

Irfan Khan, 21, a second-
generation worker who lost
his father to tuberculosis,
says hiswages havenot inc-
reased in thepast five years.

“Every day is a struggle for
survival. If there are more
workers lookingforemploy-
ment, on a rare day one

might agree to
work for ~100,
which I used to
getwhenIstart-
ed in2014.

“Wearewor-
king for 8-10
hoursdailywith
chemicals and
toxic gases, but
get no medical
attention. I fear
meeting a simi-

larfateasmyfather,”hesays.
The combinationof che-

micals, heat and glass poses
serioushealthrisksforwork-
ers.“Mostpeopledieoftube-
rculosis or other fatal infec-
tions of the lungs and chest
due to the toxic gases,” says
Chandar Pal, a local doctor.

For women workers, the
situation isonlyworse.

Marzina, a 42-year-old
widow,workswith600men
inafactory.Shegetspaid30-
40 per cent less than her
malecolleagues, justenough

forherselfandherthreechil-
dren to live with dignity. “I
don’t get a widow pension.
The government only gives
food. I work to givemy chil-
dren better education and
life so they don’t end up
workinghere,” she says.

Asked why factories are
shutting operations in UP,
Khalid Naseer, the owner of
KohinoorBangle industries,
saysthatinthepastfiveyears
the price of natural gas has
almostdoubledfrom~17per
standard cubic metre. Also,
up to 18 per cent goods and
servicestaxonrawmaterials
and the increase in labour
cost is breaking the back of
this industry,he says.

“The day is not far when
glass bangles will only be
relicsifthegovernmentcon-
tinues to turn a blind eye to
thisindustry.Peopleareclos-
ingfactoriesbecauseworkers
protest demanding high
wages, but if we increase
productcostbuyersprotest.”

In 2018, the UP govern-
ment launchedtheOneDis-
trict One Product (ODOP)
scheme to support various
stakeholders on financial,
technical and managerial
fronts. Factory owners say
the government brought in
ODOP to promote local ind-
ustries,butadditsexecution
hasn’t beenaspromising.

Alleging that the ODOP
scheme in Firozabad has
been a failure , former CM
and Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav recently
promisedanewglass city in
the district if his party
formedthegovernmentafter
the Assembly election. “If a
newglasshubisrequiredfor
thedevelopmentofthestate,
we will build a new glass
industry,”Yadavhadsaid.

But until the glass city
gets a revamp or aid for its
glasswareindustries,Firoza-
bad with its population of
approximately two million
will be a shadow of its past.

ThemanyfacesofVajpayee
AbiographyofIndia’sfirstnon-CongressPMtoservea
fulltermoffersaninsightfulandengrossingnarrative

City of bangle makers
looks for change
AsFirozabadgoestopollsonSunday,glassworkers
seekbetterconditions,higherwagesandhealthcare
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“It’sweird,no?”thefaceattheother
endofthescreensays.“It’sstrange
todothislookingintoadevice.”

Anditis.Moreso,consideringthelast
timeKidambiSrikanthandIsatdownfor
aninterview,itwasacrossfromeach
other,inperson,inahotelroominDelhi.
Thiswaslate2017,whenSrikanthbecame
onlythefourthpersoninbadminton
historytowinfourBWFSuperSeriestitles
inoneyear—afeatthatisasrareasitis
difficult.Afewmonthson,hewentonto
becometheWorldNo1—anotherfirstfor
amaleIndianshuttler.Itseemsalifetime
awaybutSrikanthremembers—the
interviewitselfvaguely,thephenomenal
yearfondly.

Sincethentherehasbeenachurn.Du-
ringthatsupremelytaxingandprofitable
season,Srikanthsufferedwhatbecamea
seriesofunfortunateinjuries,alossof
formwheninrecovery,andasubsequent
slideintherankings,allofwhichmeant
frombeingashoo-incontenderfora
medal,hesoonbecameaplayerdesperate
togettherankingpointstoqualifyforthe
Olympicslastyear.Andhemaywellhave,
despiteallofit,ifithadn’tbeenforCovid-
19.Thepandemicmeantmultiple
tournamentswerecancelled,leavinghim
withveryfewtoperformwellintogetthe
pointsrequired.Despitealltherecords
andthefirstsachievedintheOlympic
cycle,heendedupmissingoutonthe
TokyoOlympicsitself.

Itislatemorning,andwearebanding
togetherforbrunch.Me:athomein
Giridih,Jharkhand,withoats,fruitsand
coffee.He:inhisroominHyderabad,
avoidingeatingatthisrandomhour(it’s
around10am)becausehe’sonastrict
schedule.Nonetheless,hecasuallysips
onaglassofmilk.

Thisnonchalanceisn’tputon;itisall
forreal.KidambiSrikanthrefusestoget
emotionallydrawnout.In2017,whenona
roll,herefusedtocelebratehisachieve-
mentstoohard.And,intheaftermath,he
hasrefusedtodrowninmisery.“Itwas
toughmissingoutontheOlympics,of
course,”Srikanthsays.“ButI’velearntto
notdwellonthingsthathavepassed.”
Thoseclosetohim,hisbrotherKNanda-
gopalandhischildhoodfriendscameto-
gether,expectinghimtoturninward,but
hedidn’t.Post-Tokyo,asthebadminton
seasonputitselfbacktogether,Srikanth
playedtournamentsregularly,hoping
thathe’dbeingoodformleadingintothe

WorldChampionships—andthenalmost
didn’tgetthere,unabletosecureavisatill
threedaysbeforetheeventbegan.

“That’sonelessonIthinkIhavelearnt.
Andmaybethispandemichasenhanced
it.Youcan’tcontroleverything,butwhat
youcan,youshould.Ijustwantedto
play…takeitonematchatatime,”saysthe
29-year-old,smilinggently.Thechoiceof
wordsisdeliberate.It’sathletetropebut
hereitmeansmore.Whenexpectations
fizzleout,whathappenstodesire?
Itseemedlessaquestionofsportsthan
azenkoan:Whatisthesoundofone
handclapping?

InSrikanth’scase,thisisperhapshis
bestbeing.Whenhethinksless,hedoes
more.Andafterallthelows,therehave
beenhighs.

InDecember2021,hewenttoSpain
expectingnothing,onlytobecomethe
firstIndianmantowinsilverattheBWF
WorldChampionships.Andthen,from
thathigh,againtheunexpected.Hewas
backinHyderabadnotoutofchoice,for-
cedtopulloutoftheIndiaOpen(atourn-
amenthelovesplaying)havingtested
positiveforCovid-19,andthenpullingout
oftheSyedModiInternationaltogive
himselftimetorecover.Youcan’tcontrol
everything,butwhatyoucan,youshould.

Andwhatyoucan,arethebasics.
Train,eat,recoverandrepeat.Athletesare

incrediblynit-pickyabouttheirroutines,
especiallywhenitcomestotheirdiets.
Theirbodies,afterall,aren’tjustvesselsof
consciousnessbut,quiteliterally,vehicles
ofgain—butevenamongthem,India’s
badmintonspecialistsareastepapart.I’d
metPVSindhuwhenshewasateenager,
freshoffwinningherfirstWorld
Championshipbronze,andatthetime,
she’dprofessedaloveforice-creamandin
thesamebreathadmittedshehadn’t
eatenoneinmonths.Shesatacrossthe
table,watchingmegorgeonHyderabadi
biryaniforwelloveranhour.Ifshewas
tortured,shedidn’tshowit.

Srikanthisabitdifferent.“Idon’thave
afavouritefood…Ilikehome-cooked
food,Iguess,”hesays.Hisbreakfast
(home-cookeddosaandchutney)iseaten
beforehegoesforearlymorningtraining,
andhealmostentirelyfollowsthroughon
home-cookedfoodwhennotin
competition.Whenincompetition,things
change,thoughnotdrastically.

“Tobehonest,thisbiobubble,being
stuckinhotelrooms,doesn’tbotherme
much,”hesays.Whatheadmittedlydoes
missisgoingouttoeatindifferentcities
heplaysatacrosstheglobe.Andwhilehis
tasteinfooditselfvariesverylittle,it
allowshimtotakeinandabsorbcultures.

Butallthingsarerelative.Discomfort
most.Srikanth,whileaworld-class
athlete,isalsodeeplyconnectedtohis
rootsinGuntur(AndhraPradesh)andis
awareofthedevastationthepandemic
haswreakedonsmallcommunities.“I’m
luckytogettodowhatIdo,”hesayssoftly.
“IfeverIdoubtthecardsI’vebeendealt,all
Ihavetodoisthinkabouteveryoneelse
whodoesn’thavethis.”

Thisisanoftenoverlookedprivilegeof
Indiansport.Manyathleteshaverecently
admittedtorealisingit.Despitetheoften
haphazardandsomewhatunderfunded
grassrootsapparatus,infrastructureand
facilitieshavesurvived.Sponsorshipsand
fundinghavenotdriedupentirely.

Evenwhenthingsarefallingaround
youandunpredictabilityreigns,youknow
thatyourtrainingfacilitiesarestillaround
waitingforyoutoreturn.

“It’soneofthebenefitsofthecentre
(PullelaGopichand’sbadmintonacademy
thatservesasatrainingbaseforalmostall
ofIndia’stopshuttlers)thatit’savailableto
usallthetime,”Srikanthsays.“Weknow
thatveryfewpeoplewillgothere,and
thosethatdoarecolleaguesand
teammates…sowearesafe.”Another
longsipofthemilkfollows.

Withdrawalfromthetwobighome
badmintoneventsmeansthatIndian
badminton’sreluctantprincehasyettobe
serenadedproperly.Butforthemanwho
playedwithoutexpectationsandrefuses
togetdrownedbyothers’,thislatestriseis
narrativeflow.Upanddownandupagain.
Fornow,he’shappytotakeitasitgoes.

“Itisgoodtoplan,”hesays,“butitis
importanttotakethingsastheygo.
Everythingelsewillfollow.”Thatisthe
soundofonehandclapping.

BRUNCHWITHBS > KIDAMBI SRIKANTH BADMINTONPLAYER

Stoic shuttler
The first Indianmantowinsilverat theBWF
WorldChampionships, Srikanthhas seen
dizzyingheightsanddeep lows.Hechooses to
beunperturbedby theebbandflowof life,
writesVaibhavRaghunandan
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SUHIT KELKAR

Inrecentyears,wehavebeenseeinga
numberofhigh-profilereleasesof
biographiesofpoliticiansassociatedwith
theSanghParivar.Thesebooksseemto
staketheirsubject’sclaimtouncle-of-the-
nationhood,as if toofferSanghialternatives
totheGandhi-Nehrus. Insodoing, it’snot
thatfactsarealwaysmassaged;more
usually,calamitousactionsaremade
palatablethroughgenerousandglowing
interpretationsofmotivesorcontexts.The
idea, Isuppose, is towriteanIndian
historicalnarrativethat is, ifnotentirely
Congress-mukt,at leastoneinwhich
CongressfiguresarediminishedandSanghi
characters inflated.

It is inthisclimatethat journalistand
novelistSagarikaGhosehaswrittenAtal
BihariVajpayee,abiography.Straightoff,
shetellsussheisaliberal.Theideaofa
liberalassessingthelifeofright-wingerAtal
BihariVajpayee, thefirstnon-Congressman
toserveafull termasprimeministerof
India,raisesourexpectationsofgettinga
bookthat inclinesnottowardsPRbut
critique. Inthis, thebooksucceeds,andhas
manycrucial insightsdeliveredinan
engrossingnarrative—butwithoneflaw
toomassivetooverlook.

ThebookshowsVajpayee’s riseasa
charismaticyouthpoliticianof theSangh
toParliamentarianandfinally India’s
primeminister, a trajectory thatalso
broughtHinduright-wingpolitics to
mainstreamrespectability, and turned the
partyheco-founded, the
BharatiyaJanataParty (BJP), into
aseriouscontenderonRaisina
Hill.Hismosthigh-profile
achievementsand failuresone
expects to readarepresent invivid
colour—his soaringcareer taking
theBJP tosuccess,hisdoggedand
determined tenureasan
oppositionpolitician,hisascent to
thepremiership,his
unprecedentedattemptsatpeacewith
Pakistan; also,hisopportunistically riding
theRamMandirmovementanddirectly
abetting the rathyatra (and, therefore,
indirectly theBabridemolition that
devastatedcommunal relations).Also,his
fiascoofa 13-daygovernment,his inept
handlingofnational security issues right
fromthehijackof IndianAirlines’ IC814 to
thedampsquibcalledOperation
Parakram, tohis swaying readilywith the
breeze thatboostedNarendraModi
after theGujarat riots.There isplentyhere

tochewonandrelish foravid fansof
politicalnonfiction.

Thewritingisbeautifullywrought,
displayinganovelist’saptitudeformakinga
phraseringandanimagelambent.For
instance, thepassagedescribingthe
demolitionoftheBabri
Masjidisamongthemost
visualandwell-voiced
I’vereadinyears,and
therearemanysuchfeats
ofwriting.

Alongwiththebig
picture, theauthorzooms
inontheindividual,
pointsouthismissteps
anddeviousness,
doublespeakand
opportunism,indetail
andinrefreshinglyfrank
terms.Theauthor’saim,
werealise, is tosee
throughthepersonaof
thepoet-politiciandown
tothechameleonic
person.Vajpayeethe
politician,wearetold,
was“(o)nedaya
moderate, thenextday
soundinglikeahardliner,
onedayarguingfor
pluralism,thenextdayharkingtoHindu
sentiments”.Atanotherplace,weseethis:
“All throughhis life,Vajpayee... showedhe
lackedthestrengthofcharactertoact
againstwrong,butstillhadthesensitivityto
beashamedabouthisownfailings”.

Vajpayee’smotivationsare
incisivelydelineated:hisquest for
power, themoralcostbedamned;his
obsessionwithJawaharlalNehru
andhisdescendants, Indiraand
RajivGandhi;hiscontradictionsand
paradoxes,namelyhisallegianceto
hisparentorganisation, the
RashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh
(RSS),andalsohisstoking“Hindu
nationalismtryingtooperatewithin

theconstraintsofdemocracy”.
WeareshownhowVajpayeecontributed

tohis imageasa“goodmaninbad
company”, thebadcompanybeingthe
SanghParivar inthefewdecadesfollowing
themurderofGandhiji;andhowVajpayee
wasthe“friendtoall,enemytonone”,a
bridgebuilder indispensableinBJP’s
coalitionera.Wearepresenteda
psychologicalandsocialmapofhis
conflicts, internalandexternal,atbeing
describedasamukhautaormaskofa
“moderate”fortheSangh.It’saninsightful

accountofhis internalstruggles,which
evidentlyweremonumental.

Asaperson,Vajpayeecomesacrossas
unconventionaltosaytheleast.Vajpayee
said,“Iamabachelor,notabrahmachari.”
What’smore, ifyouthinkyou’veconsumed
all thewritingandmoviesthereareabout
lovetriangles,wait tillyoulearnhereabout
Vajpayee’sdomesticarrangement.No
spoilers,but imaginethetormentsthat

afflictedVajpayee’sparent
organisation, theRSS,as it
cametotermswithhim.We
arealsotoldofhis loveof
goodfoodingeneraland
specificallymeatand
alcohol,convivial
company,andthepublic
stage.Theauthorexplains
all thisasthetraitsofabon
vivantandabohemian.
Alongtheway,weget
insights intoVajpayee’s
relationshipswithmentors
andcolleaguesintheRSS,
andcolleaguesintheBJP,
includingLKAdvani,
Modiandothers.Weare
providedbriefportraitsof
theseleadersaswell.

Thebooktellsusso
much,butmissesa
crucialdetail. Iam
remindedofAmitShah’s
announcementin2019that

theNationalRegisterofCitizenswouldbe
compiled.TheNRCwasenabledin2003by
anActofaBJPgovernmentunderVajpayee
withtheconsentoftheopposition,chieflythe
Congressparty.

TheVajpayeeadministrationadded
Section14AtotheCitizenshipActthat
empoweredthegovernmenttoissuea
“national identitycard”registering“every
citizenofIndia”,andto“maintaina
NationalRegisterofIndianCitizens”.Surely
Vajpayeehadfathomedtheimplications?
AndtheVajpayee-Advani-ledgovernment
apparentlyframedrulesfordrawingup
localregistersofcitizensthat,amongother
things,allowedpeopletocomplainthat
theirneighbourswereillegalmigrants,at
whichpointtheaccusedwouldbepresumed
guiltyoftheallegedoffenceandhavetoprove
theircitizenship.Thisvisionofasocietyin
whichpeoplesuspecteachotherhasRSSor
otherSanghoutfitswrittenallover it;
Vajpayeeprobablyaccommodatedthem.
Yetthe2003amendmentdoesnotfinda
mentioninthebook. Inanotherwise
splendidlywroughtbook, this isamajor
flaw;thisepisodemighthaveforceda
radicalandmorescathingreappraisalof
Vajpayee,whichmighthaveledtheauthor
toadifferentbook.

NITINKUMAR
Firozabad,18February

“Iwill vote for change.”
ThatiswhatMoham-
mad Shafeeq, a ban-

glemakerofFirozabad, says
he will do on Sunday when
the third phase of polling is
held inUttarPradesh.

What may sound as an
oft-cited,clichedexpression
isanchoredinurgent,imme-
diate concerns.

Askedwhatchangemea-
ns to him, the 22-year-old
first-time voter says: “Good
workingconditions,medical
facilities and better wages.”

Not just Shafeeq, but
many others working at the
unit where he’s employed,
KohinoorBangleIndustries,
will vote for the samecause.

ThedistrictofFirozabad,
known as the glassmaking
hub of India, employs over
20,000 workers in its 7,874
registered industrial units,
according to the state gov-
ernment’s Department of
MSME and Export Promo-
tion website. A majority of
these units are bangle man-
ufacturing factories, which
produce over 80 per cent of
all utility glass products for
India’sdomesticmarket.

For workers engaged in
glassmanufacturing,besides
lowwagesandlackofhealth-
care facilities, closureof fac-
tories in the region is one of
themajor reasons forworry.

“Over 100 factories have
closedoperationsinthepast
fouryears,leavingthousands
without livelihood. People
are ready to work here at
1,400Celsiusdegrees(rough-
ly the temperature at which
glass gets moulded) for just
~200 a day,” says Shankar
Singh, 45, a factory worker.

Citingthehealthhazards
resulting from it, he adds,

“Everyonehastodieoneday.
But we are dying every day,
inhaling toxic fumes while
our hands pick and mould
gleaming
bangles.”

Accordingto
insiders, about
90 per cent of
the district’s
workingpopula-
tionisdirectlyor
indirectlylinked
to the bangle
industry.When-
ever a factory
shutsoperation,
thecost of labourdecreases.
The rising cost of raw mate-
rials and labour, and lack of
aid from the government
result in factory owners
exploitingworkersbypaying
them low wages, they add.

The Covid-19 lockdown
andtheeconomicslowdown
that followed worsened the
conditions forworkers.

Irfan Khan, 21, a second-
generation worker who lost
his father to tuberculosis,
says hiswages havenot inc-
reased in thepast five years.

“Every day is a struggle for
survival. If there are more
workers lookingforemploy-
ment, on a rare day one

might agree to
work for ~100,
which I used to
getwhenIstart-
ed in2014.

“Wearewor-
king for 8-10
hoursdailywith
chemicals and
toxic gases, but
get no medical
attention. I fear
meeting a simi-

larfateasmyfather,”hesays.
The combinationof che-

micals, heat and glass poses
serioushealthrisksforwork-
ers.“Mostpeopledieoftube-
rculosis or other fatal infec-
tions of the lungs and chest
due to the toxic gases,” says
Chandar Pal, a local doctor.

For women workers, the
situation isonlyworse.

Marzina, a 42-year-old
widow,workswith600men
inafactory.Shegetspaid30-
40 per cent less than her
malecolleagues, justenough

forherselfandherthreechil-
dren to live with dignity. “I
don’t get a widow pension.
The government only gives
food. I work to givemy chil-
dren better education and
life so they don’t end up
workinghere,” she says.

Asked why factories are
shutting operations in UP,
Khalid Naseer, the owner of
KohinoorBangle industries,
saysthatinthepastfiveyears
the price of natural gas has
almostdoubledfrom~17per
standard cubic metre. Also,
up to 18 per cent goods and
servicestaxonrawmaterials
and the increase in labour
cost is breaking the back of
this industry,he says.

“The day is not far when
glass bangles will only be
relicsifthegovernmentcon-
tinues to turn a blind eye to
thisindustry.Peopleareclos-
ingfactoriesbecauseworkers
protest demanding high
wages, but if we increase
productcostbuyersprotest.”

In 2018, the UP govern-
ment launchedtheOneDis-
trict One Product (ODOP)
scheme to support various
stakeholders on financial,
technical and managerial
fronts. Factory owners say
the government brought in
ODOP to promote local ind-
ustries,butadditsexecution
hasn’t beenaspromising.

Alleging that the ODOP
scheme in Firozabad has
been a failure , former CM
and Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav recently
promisedanewglass city in
the district if his party
formedthegovernmentafter
the Assembly election. “If a
newglasshubisrequiredfor
thedevelopmentofthestate,
we will build a new glass
industry,”Yadavhadsaid.

But until the glass city
gets a revamp or aid for its
glasswareindustries,Firoza-
bad with its population of
approximately two million
will be a shadow of its past.

ThemanyfacesofVajpayee
AbiographyofIndia’sfirstnon-CongressPMtoservea
fulltermoffersaninsightfulandengrossingnarrative

City of bangle makers
looks for change
AsFirozabadgoestopollsonSunday,glassworkers
seekbetterconditions,higherwagesandhealthcare
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“It’sweird,no?”thefaceattheother
endofthescreensays.“It’sstrange
todothislookingintoadevice.”

Anditis.Moreso,consideringthelast
timeKidambiSrikanthandIsatdownfor
aninterview,itwasacrossfromeach
other,inperson,inahotelroominDelhi.
Thiswaslate2017,whenSrikanthbecame
onlythefourthpersoninbadminton
historytowinfourBWFSuperSeriestitles
inoneyear—afeatthatisasrareasitis
difficult.Afewmonthson,hewentonto
becometheWorldNo1—anotherfirstfor
amaleIndianshuttler.Itseemsalifetime
awaybutSrikanthremembers—the
interviewitselfvaguely,thephenomenal
yearfondly.

Sincethentherehasbeenachurn.Du-
ringthatsupremelytaxingandprofitable
season,Srikanthsufferedwhatbecamea
seriesofunfortunateinjuries,alossof
formwheninrecovery,andasubsequent
slideintherankings,allofwhichmeant
frombeingashoo-incontenderfora
medal,hesoonbecameaplayerdesperate
togettherankingpointstoqualifyforthe
Olympicslastyear.Andhemaywellhave,
despiteallofit,ifithadn’tbeenforCovid-
19.Thepandemicmeantmultiple
tournamentswerecancelled,leavinghim
withveryfewtoperformwellintogetthe
pointsrequired.Despitealltherecords
andthefirstsachievedintheOlympic
cycle,heendedupmissingoutonthe
TokyoOlympicsitself.

Itislatemorning,andwearebanding
togetherforbrunch.Me:athomein
Giridih,Jharkhand,withoats,fruitsand
coffee.He:inhisroominHyderabad,
avoidingeatingatthisrandomhour(it’s
around10am)becausehe’sonastrict
schedule.Nonetheless,hecasuallysips
onaglassofmilk.

Thisnonchalanceisn’tputon;itisall
forreal.KidambiSrikanthrefusestoget
emotionallydrawnout.In2017,whenona
roll,herefusedtocelebratehisachieve-
mentstoohard.And,intheaftermath,he
hasrefusedtodrowninmisery.“Itwas
toughmissingoutontheOlympics,of
course,”Srikanthsays.“ButI’velearntto
notdwellonthingsthathavepassed.”
Thoseclosetohim,hisbrotherKNanda-
gopalandhischildhoodfriendscameto-
gether,expectinghimtoturninward,but
hedidn’t.Post-Tokyo,asthebadminton
seasonputitselfbacktogether,Srikanth
playedtournamentsregularly,hoping
thathe’dbeingoodformleadingintothe

WorldChampionships—andthenalmost
didn’tgetthere,unabletosecureavisatill
threedaysbeforetheeventbegan.

“That’sonelessonIthinkIhavelearnt.
Andmaybethispandemichasenhanced
it.Youcan’tcontroleverything,butwhat
youcan,youshould.Ijustwantedto
play…takeitonematchatatime,”saysthe
29-year-old,smilinggently.Thechoiceof
wordsisdeliberate.It’sathletetropebut
hereitmeansmore.Whenexpectations
fizzleout,whathappenstodesire?
Itseemedlessaquestionofsportsthan
azenkoan:Whatisthesoundofone
handclapping?

InSrikanth’scase,thisisperhapshis
bestbeing.Whenhethinksless,hedoes
more.Andafterallthelows,therehave
beenhighs.

InDecember2021,hewenttoSpain
expectingnothing,onlytobecomethe
firstIndianmantowinsilverattheBWF
WorldChampionships.Andthen,from
thathigh,againtheunexpected.Hewas
backinHyderabadnotoutofchoice,for-
cedtopulloutoftheIndiaOpen(atourn-
amenthelovesplaying)havingtested
positiveforCovid-19,andthenpullingout
oftheSyedModiInternationaltogive
himselftimetorecover.Youcan’tcontrol
everything,butwhatyoucan,youshould.

Andwhatyoucan,arethebasics.
Train,eat,recoverandrepeat.Athletesare

incrediblynit-pickyabouttheirroutines,
especiallywhenitcomestotheirdiets.
Theirbodies,afterall,aren’tjustvesselsof
consciousnessbut,quiteliterally,vehicles
ofgain—butevenamongthem,India’s
badmintonspecialistsareastepapart.I’d
metPVSindhuwhenshewasateenager,
freshoffwinningherfirstWorld
Championshipbronze,andatthetime,
she’dprofessedaloveforice-creamandin
thesamebreathadmittedshehadn’t
eatenoneinmonths.Shesatacrossthe
table,watchingmegorgeonHyderabadi
biryaniforwelloveranhour.Ifshewas
tortured,shedidn’tshowit.

Srikanthisabitdifferent.“Idon’thave
afavouritefood…Ilikehome-cooked
food,Iguess,”hesays.Hisbreakfast
(home-cookeddosaandchutney)iseaten
beforehegoesforearlymorningtraining,
andhealmostentirelyfollowsthroughon
home-cookedfoodwhennotin
competition.Whenincompetition,things
change,thoughnotdrastically.

“Tobehonest,thisbiobubble,being
stuckinhotelrooms,doesn’tbotherme
much,”hesays.Whatheadmittedlydoes
missisgoingouttoeatindifferentcities
heplaysatacrosstheglobe.Andwhilehis
tasteinfooditselfvariesverylittle,it
allowshimtotakeinandabsorbcultures.

Butallthingsarerelative.Discomfort
most.Srikanth,whileaworld-class
athlete,isalsodeeplyconnectedtohis
rootsinGuntur(AndhraPradesh)andis
awareofthedevastationthepandemic
haswreakedonsmallcommunities.“I’m
luckytogettodowhatIdo,”hesayssoftly.
“IfeverIdoubtthecardsI’vebeendealt,all
Ihavetodoisthinkabouteveryoneelse
whodoesn’thavethis.”

Thisisanoftenoverlookedprivilegeof
Indiansport.Manyathleteshaverecently
admittedtorealisingit.Despitetheoften
haphazardandsomewhatunderfunded
grassrootsapparatus,infrastructureand
facilitieshavesurvived.Sponsorshipsand
fundinghavenotdriedupentirely.

Evenwhenthingsarefallingaround
youandunpredictabilityreigns,youknow
thatyourtrainingfacilitiesarestillaround
waitingforyoutoreturn.

“It’soneofthebenefitsofthecentre
(PullelaGopichand’sbadmintonacademy
thatservesasatrainingbaseforalmostall
ofIndia’stopshuttlers)thatit’savailableto
usallthetime,”Srikanthsays.“Weknow
thatveryfewpeoplewillgothere,and
thosethatdoarecolleaguesand
teammates…sowearesafe.”Another
longsipofthemilkfollows.

Withdrawalfromthetwobighome
badmintoneventsmeansthatIndian
badminton’sreluctantprincehasyettobe
serenadedproperly.Butforthemanwho
playedwithoutexpectationsandrefuses
togetdrownedbyothers’,thislatestriseis
narrativeflow.Upanddownandupagain.
Fornow,he’shappytotakeitasitgoes.

“Itisgoodtoplan,”hesays,“butitis
importanttotakethingsastheygo.
Everythingelsewillfollow.”Thatisthe
soundofonehandclapping.

BRUNCHWITHBS > KIDAMBI SRIKANTH BADMINTONPLAYER

Stoic shuttler
The first Indianmantowinsilverat theBWF
WorldChampionships, Srikanthhas seen
dizzyingheightsanddeep lows.Hechooses to
beunperturbedby theebbandflowof life,
writesVaibhavRaghunandan
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SUHIT KELKAR

Inrecentyears,wehavebeenseeinga
numberofhigh-profilereleasesof
biographiesofpoliticiansassociatedwith
theSanghParivar.Thesebooksseemto
staketheirsubject’sclaimtouncle-of-the-
nationhood,as if toofferSanghialternatives
totheGandhi-Nehrus. Insodoing, it’snot
thatfactsarealwaysmassaged;more
usually,calamitousactionsaremade
palatablethroughgenerousandglowing
interpretationsofmotivesorcontexts.The
idea, Isuppose, is towriteanIndian
historicalnarrativethat is, ifnotentirely
Congress-mukt,at leastoneinwhich
CongressfiguresarediminishedandSanghi
characters inflated.

It is inthisclimatethat journalistand
novelistSagarikaGhosehaswrittenAtal
BihariVajpayee,abiography.Straightoff,
shetellsussheisaliberal.Theideaofa
liberalassessingthelifeofright-wingerAtal
BihariVajpayee, thefirstnon-Congressman
toserveafull termasprimeministerof
India,raisesourexpectationsofgettinga
bookthat inclinesnottowardsPRbut
critique. Inthis, thebooksucceeds,andhas
manycrucial insightsdeliveredinan
engrossingnarrative—butwithoneflaw
toomassivetooverlook.

ThebookshowsVajpayee’s riseasa
charismaticyouthpoliticianof theSangh
toParliamentarianandfinally India’s
primeminister, a trajectory thatalso
broughtHinduright-wingpolitics to
mainstreamrespectability, and turned the
partyheco-founded, the
BharatiyaJanataParty (BJP), into
aseriouscontenderonRaisina
Hill.Hismosthigh-profile
achievementsand failuresone
expects to readarepresent invivid
colour—his soaringcareer taking
theBJP tosuccess,hisdoggedand
determined tenureasan
oppositionpolitician,hisascent to
thepremiership,his
unprecedentedattemptsatpeacewith
Pakistan; also,hisopportunistically riding
theRamMandirmovementanddirectly
abetting the rathyatra (and, therefore,
indirectly theBabridemolition that
devastatedcommunal relations).Also,his
fiascoofa 13-daygovernment,his inept
handlingofnational security issues right
fromthehijackof IndianAirlines’ IC814 to
thedampsquibcalledOperation
Parakram, tohis swaying readilywith the
breeze thatboostedNarendraModi
after theGujarat riots.There isplentyhere

tochewonandrelish foravid fansof
politicalnonfiction.

Thewritingisbeautifullywrought,
displayinganovelist’saptitudeformakinga
phraseringandanimagelambent.For
instance, thepassagedescribingthe
demolitionoftheBabri
Masjidisamongthemost
visualandwell-voiced
I’vereadinyears,and
therearemanysuchfeats
ofwriting.

Alongwiththebig
picture, theauthorzooms
inontheindividual,
pointsouthismissteps
anddeviousness,
doublespeakand
opportunism,indetail
andinrefreshinglyfrank
terms.Theauthor’saim,
werealise, is tosee
throughthepersonaof
thepoet-politiciandown
tothechameleonic
person.Vajpayeethe
politician,wearetold,
was“(o)nedaya
moderate, thenextday
soundinglikeahardliner,
onedayarguingfor
pluralism,thenextdayharkingtoHindu
sentiments”.Atanotherplace,weseethis:
“All throughhis life,Vajpayee... showedhe
lackedthestrengthofcharactertoact
againstwrong,butstillhadthesensitivityto
beashamedabouthisownfailings”.

Vajpayee’smotivationsare
incisivelydelineated:hisquest for
power, themoralcostbedamned;his
obsessionwithJawaharlalNehru
andhisdescendants, Indiraand
RajivGandhi;hiscontradictionsand
paradoxes,namelyhisallegianceto
hisparentorganisation, the
RashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh
(RSS),andalsohisstoking“Hindu
nationalismtryingtooperatewithin

theconstraintsofdemocracy”.
WeareshownhowVajpayeecontributed

tohis imageasa“goodmaninbad
company”, thebadcompanybeingthe
SanghParivar inthefewdecadesfollowing
themurderofGandhiji;andhowVajpayee
wasthe“friendtoall,enemytonone”,a
bridgebuilder indispensableinBJP’s
coalitionera.Wearepresenteda
psychologicalandsocialmapofhis
conflicts, internalandexternal,atbeing
describedasamukhautaormaskofa
“moderate”fortheSangh.It’saninsightful

accountofhis internalstruggles,which
evidentlyweremonumental.

Asaperson,Vajpayeecomesacrossas
unconventionaltosaytheleast.Vajpayee
said,“Iamabachelor,notabrahmachari.”
What’smore, ifyouthinkyou’veconsumed
all thewritingandmoviesthereareabout
lovetriangles,wait tillyoulearnhereabout
Vajpayee’sdomesticarrangement.No
spoilers,but imaginethetormentsthat

afflictedVajpayee’sparent
organisation, theRSS,as it
cametotermswithhim.We
arealsotoldofhis loveof
goodfoodingeneraland
specificallymeatand
alcohol,convivial
company,andthepublic
stage.Theauthorexplains
all thisasthetraitsofabon
vivantandabohemian.
Alongtheway,weget
insights intoVajpayee’s
relationshipswithmentors
andcolleaguesintheRSS,
andcolleaguesintheBJP,
includingLKAdvani,
Modiandothers.Weare
providedbriefportraitsof
theseleadersaswell.

Thebooktellsusso
much,butmissesa
crucialdetail. Iam
remindedofAmitShah’s
announcementin2019that

theNationalRegisterofCitizenswouldbe
compiled.TheNRCwasenabledin2003by
anActofaBJPgovernmentunderVajpayee
withtheconsentoftheopposition,chieflythe
Congressparty.

TheVajpayeeadministrationadded
Section14AtotheCitizenshipActthat
empoweredthegovernmenttoissuea
“national identitycard”registering“every
citizenofIndia”,andto“maintaina
NationalRegisterofIndianCitizens”.Surely
Vajpayeehadfathomedtheimplications?
AndtheVajpayee-Advani-ledgovernment
apparentlyframedrulesfordrawingup
localregistersofcitizensthat,amongother
things,allowedpeopletocomplainthat
theirneighbourswereillegalmigrants,at
whichpointtheaccusedwouldbepresumed
guiltyoftheallegedoffenceandhavetoprove
theircitizenship.Thisvisionofasocietyin
whichpeoplesuspecteachotherhasRSSor
otherSanghoutfitswrittenallover it;
Vajpayeeprobablyaccommodatedthem.
Yetthe2003amendmentdoesnotfinda
mentioninthebook. Inanotherwise
splendidlywroughtbook, this isamajor
flaw;thisepisodemighthaveforceda
radicalandmorescathingreappraisalof
Vajpayee,whichmighthaveledtheauthor
toadifferentbook.

NITINKUMAR
Firozabad,18February

“Iwill vote for change.”
ThatiswhatMoham-
mad Shafeeq, a ban-

glemakerofFirozabad, says
he will do on Sunday when
the third phase of polling is
held inUttarPradesh.

What may sound as an
oft-cited,clichedexpression
isanchoredinurgent,imme-
diate concerns.

Askedwhatchangemea-
ns to him, the 22-year-old
first-time voter says: “Good
workingconditions,medical
facilities and better wages.”

Not just Shafeeq, but
many others working at the
unit where he’s employed,
KohinoorBangleIndustries,
will vote for the samecause.

ThedistrictofFirozabad,
known as the glassmaking
hub of India, employs over
20,000 workers in its 7,874
registered industrial units,
according to the state gov-
ernment’s Department of
MSME and Export Promo-
tion website. A majority of
these units are bangle man-
ufacturing factories, which
produce over 80 per cent of
all utility glass products for
India’sdomesticmarket.

For workers engaged in
glassmanufacturing,besides
lowwagesandlackofhealth-
care facilities, closureof fac-
tories in the region is one of
themajor reasons forworry.

“Over 100 factories have
closedoperationsinthepast
fouryears,leavingthousands
without livelihood. People
are ready to work here at
1,400Celsiusdegrees(rough-
ly the temperature at which
glass gets moulded) for just
~200 a day,” says Shankar
Singh, 45, a factory worker.

Citingthehealthhazards
resulting from it, he adds,

“Everyonehastodieoneday.
But we are dying every day,
inhaling toxic fumes while
our hands pick and mould
gleaming
bangles.”

Accordingto
insiders, about
90 per cent of
the district’s
workingpopula-
tionisdirectlyor
indirectlylinked
to the bangle
industry.When-
ever a factory
shutsoperation,
thecost of labourdecreases.
The rising cost of raw mate-
rials and labour, and lack of
aid from the government
result in factory owners
exploitingworkersbypaying
them low wages, they add.

The Covid-19 lockdown
andtheeconomicslowdown
that followed worsened the
conditions forworkers.

Irfan Khan, 21, a second-
generation worker who lost
his father to tuberculosis,
says hiswages havenot inc-
reased in thepast five years.

“Every day is a struggle for
survival. If there are more
workers lookingforemploy-
ment, on a rare day one

might agree to
work for ~100,
which I used to
getwhenIstart-
ed in2014.

“Wearewor-
king for 8-10
hoursdailywith
chemicals and
toxic gases, but
get no medical
attention. I fear
meeting a simi-

larfateasmyfather,”hesays.
The combinationof che-

micals, heat and glass poses
serioushealthrisksforwork-
ers.“Mostpeopledieoftube-
rculosis or other fatal infec-
tions of the lungs and chest
due to the toxic gases,” says
Chandar Pal, a local doctor.

For women workers, the
situation isonlyworse.

Marzina, a 42-year-old
widow,workswith600men
inafactory.Shegetspaid30-
40 per cent less than her
malecolleagues, justenough

forherselfandherthreechil-
dren to live with dignity. “I
don’t get a widow pension.
The government only gives
food. I work to givemy chil-
dren better education and
life so they don’t end up
workinghere,” she says.

Asked why factories are
shutting operations in UP,
Khalid Naseer, the owner of
KohinoorBangle industries,
saysthatinthepastfiveyears
the price of natural gas has
almostdoubledfrom~17per
standard cubic metre. Also,
up to 18 per cent goods and
servicestaxonrawmaterials
and the increase in labour
cost is breaking the back of
this industry,he says.

“The day is not far when
glass bangles will only be
relicsifthegovernmentcon-
tinues to turn a blind eye to
thisindustry.Peopleareclos-
ingfactoriesbecauseworkers
protest demanding high
wages, but if we increase
productcostbuyersprotest.”

In 2018, the UP govern-
ment launchedtheOneDis-
trict One Product (ODOP)
scheme to support various
stakeholders on financial,
technical and managerial
fronts. Factory owners say
the government brought in
ODOP to promote local ind-
ustries,butadditsexecution
hasn’t beenaspromising.

Alleging that the ODOP
scheme in Firozabad has
been a failure , former CM
and Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav recently
promisedanewglass city in
the district if his party
formedthegovernmentafter
the Assembly election. “If a
newglasshubisrequiredfor
thedevelopmentofthestate,
we will build a new glass
industry,”Yadavhadsaid.

But until the glass city
gets a revamp or aid for its
glasswareindustries,Firoza-
bad with its population of
approximately two million
will be a shadow of its past.

ThemanyfacesofVajpayee
AbiographyofIndia’sfirstnon-CongressPMtoservea
fulltermoffersaninsightfulandengrossingnarrative

City of bangle makers
looks for change
AsFirozabadgoestopollsonSunday,glassworkers
seekbetterconditions,higherwagesandhealthcare
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“It’sweird,no?”thefaceattheother
endofthescreensays.“It’sstrange
todothislookingintoadevice.”

Anditis.Moreso,consideringthelast
timeKidambiSrikanthandIsatdownfor
aninterview,itwasacrossfromeach
other,inperson,inahotelroominDelhi.
Thiswaslate2017,whenSrikanthbecame
onlythefourthpersoninbadminton
historytowinfourBWFSuperSeriestitles
inoneyear—afeatthatisasrareasitis
difficult.Afewmonthson,hewentonto
becometheWorldNo1—anotherfirstfor
amaleIndianshuttler.Itseemsalifetime
awaybutSrikanthremembers—the
interviewitselfvaguely,thephenomenal
yearfondly.

Sincethentherehasbeenachurn.Du-
ringthatsupremelytaxingandprofitable
season,Srikanthsufferedwhatbecamea
seriesofunfortunateinjuries,alossof
formwheninrecovery,andasubsequent
slideintherankings,allofwhichmeant
frombeingashoo-incontenderfora
medal,hesoonbecameaplayerdesperate
togettherankingpointstoqualifyforthe
Olympicslastyear.Andhemaywellhave,
despiteallofit,ifithadn’tbeenforCovid-
19.Thepandemicmeantmultiple
tournamentswerecancelled,leavinghim
withveryfewtoperformwellintogetthe
pointsrequired.Despitealltherecords
andthefirstsachievedintheOlympic
cycle,heendedupmissingoutonthe
TokyoOlympicsitself.

Itislatemorning,andwearebanding
togetherforbrunch.Me:athomein
Giridih,Jharkhand,withoats,fruitsand
coffee.He:inhisroominHyderabad,
avoidingeatingatthisrandomhour(it’s
around10am)becausehe’sonastrict
schedule.Nonetheless,hecasuallysips
onaglassofmilk.

Thisnonchalanceisn’tputon;itisall
forreal.KidambiSrikanthrefusestoget
emotionallydrawnout.In2017,whenona
roll,herefusedtocelebratehisachieve-
mentstoohard.And,intheaftermath,he
hasrefusedtodrowninmisery.“Itwas
toughmissingoutontheOlympics,of
course,”Srikanthsays.“ButI’velearntto
notdwellonthingsthathavepassed.”
Thoseclosetohim,hisbrotherKNanda-
gopalandhischildhoodfriendscameto-
gether,expectinghimtoturninward,but
hedidn’t.Post-Tokyo,asthebadminton
seasonputitselfbacktogether,Srikanth
playedtournamentsregularly,hoping
thathe’dbeingoodformleadingintothe

WorldChampionships—andthenalmost
didn’tgetthere,unabletosecureavisatill
threedaysbeforetheeventbegan.

“That’sonelessonIthinkIhavelearnt.
Andmaybethispandemichasenhanced
it.Youcan’tcontroleverything,butwhat
youcan,youshould.Ijustwantedto
play…takeitonematchatatime,”saysthe
29-year-old,smilinggently.Thechoiceof
wordsisdeliberate.It’sathletetropebut
hereitmeansmore.Whenexpectations
fizzleout,whathappenstodesire?
Itseemedlessaquestionofsportsthan
azenkoan:Whatisthesoundofone
handclapping?

InSrikanth’scase,thisisperhapshis
bestbeing.Whenhethinksless,hedoes
more.Andafterallthelows,therehave
beenhighs.

InDecember2021,hewenttoSpain
expectingnothing,onlytobecomethe
firstIndianmantowinsilverattheBWF
WorldChampionships.Andthen,from
thathigh,againtheunexpected.Hewas
backinHyderabadnotoutofchoice,for-
cedtopulloutoftheIndiaOpen(atourn-
amenthelovesplaying)havingtested
positiveforCovid-19,andthenpullingout
oftheSyedModiInternationaltogive
himselftimetorecover.Youcan’tcontrol
everything,butwhatyoucan,youshould.

Andwhatyoucan,arethebasics.
Train,eat,recoverandrepeat.Athletesare

incrediblynit-pickyabouttheirroutines,
especiallywhenitcomestotheirdiets.
Theirbodies,afterall,aren’tjustvesselsof
consciousnessbut,quiteliterally,vehicles
ofgain—butevenamongthem,India’s
badmintonspecialistsareastepapart.I’d
metPVSindhuwhenshewasateenager,
freshoffwinningherfirstWorld
Championshipbronze,andatthetime,
she’dprofessedaloveforice-creamandin
thesamebreathadmittedshehadn’t
eatenoneinmonths.Shesatacrossthe
table,watchingmegorgeonHyderabadi
biryaniforwelloveranhour.Ifshewas
tortured,shedidn’tshowit.

Srikanthisabitdifferent.“Idon’thave
afavouritefood…Ilikehome-cooked
food,Iguess,”hesays.Hisbreakfast
(home-cookeddosaandchutney)iseaten
beforehegoesforearlymorningtraining,
andhealmostentirelyfollowsthroughon
home-cookedfoodwhennotin
competition.Whenincompetition,things
change,thoughnotdrastically.

“Tobehonest,thisbiobubble,being
stuckinhotelrooms,doesn’tbotherme
much,”hesays.Whatheadmittedlydoes
missisgoingouttoeatindifferentcities
heplaysatacrosstheglobe.Andwhilehis
tasteinfooditselfvariesverylittle,it
allowshimtotakeinandabsorbcultures.

Butallthingsarerelative.Discomfort
most.Srikanth,whileaworld-class
athlete,isalsodeeplyconnectedtohis
rootsinGuntur(AndhraPradesh)andis
awareofthedevastationthepandemic
haswreakedonsmallcommunities.“I’m
luckytogettodowhatIdo,”hesayssoftly.
“IfeverIdoubtthecardsI’vebeendealt,all
Ihavetodoisthinkabouteveryoneelse
whodoesn’thavethis.”

Thisisanoftenoverlookedprivilegeof
Indiansport.Manyathleteshaverecently
admittedtorealisingit.Despitetheoften
haphazardandsomewhatunderfunded
grassrootsapparatus,infrastructureand
facilitieshavesurvived.Sponsorshipsand
fundinghavenotdriedupentirely.

Evenwhenthingsarefallingaround
youandunpredictabilityreigns,youknow
thatyourtrainingfacilitiesarestillaround
waitingforyoutoreturn.

“It’soneofthebenefitsofthecentre
(PullelaGopichand’sbadmintonacademy
thatservesasatrainingbaseforalmostall
ofIndia’stopshuttlers)thatit’savailableto
usallthetime,”Srikanthsays.“Weknow
thatveryfewpeoplewillgothere,and
thosethatdoarecolleaguesand
teammates…sowearesafe.”Another
longsipofthemilkfollows.

Withdrawalfromthetwobighome
badmintoneventsmeansthatIndian
badminton’sreluctantprincehasyettobe
serenadedproperly.Butforthemanwho
playedwithoutexpectationsandrefuses
togetdrownedbyothers’,thislatestriseis
narrativeflow.Upanddownandupagain.
Fornow,he’shappytotakeitasitgoes.

“Itisgoodtoplan,”hesays,“butitis
importanttotakethingsastheygo.
Everythingelsewillfollow.”Thatisthe
soundofonehandclapping.

BRUNCHWITHBS > KIDAMBI SRIKANTH BADMINTONPLAYER

Stoic shuttler
The first Indianmantowinsilverat theBWF
WorldChampionships, Srikanthhas seen
dizzyingheightsanddeep lows.Hechooses to
beunperturbedby theebbandflowof life,
writesVaibhavRaghunandan
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Inrecentyears,wehavebeenseeinga
numberofhigh-profilereleasesof
biographiesofpoliticiansassociatedwith
theSanghParivar.Thesebooksseemto
staketheirsubject’sclaimtouncle-of-the-
nationhood,as if toofferSanghialternatives
totheGandhi-Nehrus. Insodoing, it’snot
thatfactsarealwaysmassaged;more
usually,calamitousactionsaremade
palatablethroughgenerousandglowing
interpretationsofmotivesorcontexts.The
idea, Isuppose, is towriteanIndian
historicalnarrativethat is, ifnotentirely
Congress-mukt,at leastoneinwhich
CongressfiguresarediminishedandSanghi
characters inflated.

It is inthisclimatethat journalistand
novelistSagarikaGhosehaswrittenAtal
BihariVajpayee,abiography.Straightoff,
shetellsussheisaliberal.Theideaofa
liberalassessingthelifeofright-wingerAtal
BihariVajpayee, thefirstnon-Congressman
toserveafull termasprimeministerof
India,raisesourexpectationsofgettinga
bookthat inclinesnottowardsPRbut
critique. Inthis, thebooksucceeds,andhas
manycrucial insightsdeliveredinan
engrossingnarrative—butwithoneflaw
toomassivetooverlook.

ThebookshowsVajpayee’s riseasa
charismaticyouthpoliticianof theSangh
toParliamentarianandfinally India’s
primeminister, a trajectory thatalso
broughtHinduright-wingpolitics to
mainstreamrespectability, and turned the
partyheco-founded, the
BharatiyaJanataParty (BJP), into
aseriouscontenderonRaisina
Hill.Hismosthigh-profile
achievementsand failuresone
expects to readarepresent invivid
colour—his soaringcareer taking
theBJP tosuccess,hisdoggedand
determined tenureasan
oppositionpolitician,hisascent to
thepremiership,his
unprecedentedattemptsatpeacewith
Pakistan; also,hisopportunistically riding
theRamMandirmovementanddirectly
abetting the rathyatra (and, therefore,
indirectly theBabridemolition that
devastatedcommunal relations).Also,his
fiascoofa 13-daygovernment,his inept
handlingofnational security issues right
fromthehijackof IndianAirlines’ IC814 to
thedampsquibcalledOperation
Parakram, tohis swaying readilywith the
breeze thatboostedNarendraModi
after theGujarat riots.There isplentyhere

tochewonandrelish foravid fansof
politicalnonfiction.

Thewritingisbeautifullywrought,
displayinganovelist’saptitudeformakinga
phraseringandanimagelambent.For
instance, thepassagedescribingthe
demolitionoftheBabri
Masjidisamongthemost
visualandwell-voiced
I’vereadinyears,and
therearemanysuchfeats
ofwriting.

Alongwiththebig
picture, theauthorzooms
inontheindividual,
pointsouthismissteps
anddeviousness,
doublespeakand
opportunism,indetail
andinrefreshinglyfrank
terms.Theauthor’saim,
werealise, is tosee
throughthepersonaof
thepoet-politiciandown
tothechameleonic
person.Vajpayeethe
politician,wearetold,
was“(o)nedaya
moderate, thenextday
soundinglikeahardliner,
onedayarguingfor
pluralism,thenextdayharkingtoHindu
sentiments”.Atanotherplace,weseethis:
“All throughhis life,Vajpayee... showedhe
lackedthestrengthofcharactertoact
againstwrong,butstillhadthesensitivityto
beashamedabouthisownfailings”.

Vajpayee’smotivationsare
incisivelydelineated:hisquest for
power, themoralcostbedamned;his
obsessionwithJawaharlalNehru
andhisdescendants, Indiraand
RajivGandhi;hiscontradictionsand
paradoxes,namelyhisallegianceto
hisparentorganisation, the
RashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh
(RSS),andalsohisstoking“Hindu
nationalismtryingtooperatewithin

theconstraintsofdemocracy”.
WeareshownhowVajpayeecontributed

tohis imageasa“goodmaninbad
company”, thebadcompanybeingthe
SanghParivar inthefewdecadesfollowing
themurderofGandhiji;andhowVajpayee
wasthe“friendtoall,enemytonone”,a
bridgebuilder indispensableinBJP’s
coalitionera.Wearepresenteda
psychologicalandsocialmapofhis
conflicts, internalandexternal,atbeing
describedasamukhautaormaskofa
“moderate”fortheSangh.It’saninsightful

accountofhis internalstruggles,which
evidentlyweremonumental.

Asaperson,Vajpayeecomesacrossas
unconventionaltosaytheleast.Vajpayee
said,“Iamabachelor,notabrahmachari.”
What’smore, ifyouthinkyou’veconsumed
all thewritingandmoviesthereareabout
lovetriangles,wait tillyoulearnhereabout
Vajpayee’sdomesticarrangement.No
spoilers,but imaginethetormentsthat

afflictedVajpayee’sparent
organisation, theRSS,as it
cametotermswithhim.We
arealsotoldofhis loveof
goodfoodingeneraland
specificallymeatand
alcohol,convivial
company,andthepublic
stage.Theauthorexplains
all thisasthetraitsofabon
vivantandabohemian.
Alongtheway,weget
insights intoVajpayee’s
relationshipswithmentors
andcolleaguesintheRSS,
andcolleaguesintheBJP,
includingLKAdvani,
Modiandothers.Weare
providedbriefportraitsof
theseleadersaswell.

Thebooktellsusso
much,butmissesa
crucialdetail. Iam
remindedofAmitShah’s
announcementin2019that

theNationalRegisterofCitizenswouldbe
compiled.TheNRCwasenabledin2003by
anActofaBJPgovernmentunderVajpayee
withtheconsentoftheopposition,chieflythe
Congressparty.

TheVajpayeeadministrationadded
Section14AtotheCitizenshipActthat
empoweredthegovernmenttoissuea
“national identitycard”registering“every
citizenofIndia”,andto“maintaina
NationalRegisterofIndianCitizens”.Surely
Vajpayeehadfathomedtheimplications?
AndtheVajpayee-Advani-ledgovernment
apparentlyframedrulesfordrawingup
localregistersofcitizensthat,amongother
things,allowedpeopletocomplainthat
theirneighbourswereillegalmigrants,at
whichpointtheaccusedwouldbepresumed
guiltyoftheallegedoffenceandhavetoprove
theircitizenship.Thisvisionofasocietyin
whichpeoplesuspecteachotherhasRSSor
otherSanghoutfitswrittenallover it;
Vajpayeeprobablyaccommodatedthem.
Yetthe2003amendmentdoesnotfinda
mentioninthebook. Inanotherwise
splendidlywroughtbook, this isamajor
flaw;thisepisodemighthaveforceda
radicalandmorescathingreappraisalof
Vajpayee,whichmighthaveledtheauthor
toadifferentbook.

NITINKUMAR
Firozabad,18February

“Iwill vote for change.”
ThatiswhatMoham-
mad Shafeeq, a ban-

glemakerofFirozabad, says
he will do on Sunday when
the third phase of polling is
held inUttarPradesh.

What may sound as an
oft-cited,clichedexpression
isanchoredinurgent,imme-
diate concerns.

Askedwhatchangemea-
ns to him, the 22-year-old
first-time voter says: “Good
workingconditions,medical
facilities and better wages.”

Not just Shafeeq, but
many others working at the
unit where he’s employed,
KohinoorBangleIndustries,
will vote for the samecause.

ThedistrictofFirozabad,
known as the glassmaking
hub of India, employs over
20,000 workers in its 7,874
registered industrial units,
according to the state gov-
ernment’s Department of
MSME and Export Promo-
tion website. A majority of
these units are bangle man-
ufacturing factories, which
produce over 80 per cent of
all utility glass products for
India’sdomesticmarket.

For workers engaged in
glassmanufacturing,besides
lowwagesandlackofhealth-
care facilities, closureof fac-
tories in the region is one of
themajor reasons forworry.

“Over 100 factories have
closedoperationsinthepast
fouryears,leavingthousands
without livelihood. People
are ready to work here at
1,400Celsiusdegrees(rough-
ly the temperature at which
glass gets moulded) for just
~200 a day,” says Shankar
Singh, 45, a factory worker.

Citingthehealthhazards
resulting from it, he adds,

“Everyonehastodieoneday.
But we are dying every day,
inhaling toxic fumes while
our hands pick and mould
gleaming
bangles.”

Accordingto
insiders, about
90 per cent of
the district’s
workingpopula-
tionisdirectlyor
indirectlylinked
to the bangle
industry.When-
ever a factory
shutsoperation,
thecost of labourdecreases.
The rising cost of raw mate-
rials and labour, and lack of
aid from the government
result in factory owners
exploitingworkersbypaying
them low wages, they add.

The Covid-19 lockdown
andtheeconomicslowdown
that followed worsened the
conditions forworkers.

Irfan Khan, 21, a second-
generation worker who lost
his father to tuberculosis,
says hiswages havenot inc-
reased in thepast five years.

“Every day is a struggle for
survival. If there are more
workers lookingforemploy-
ment, on a rare day one

might agree to
work for ~100,
which I used to
getwhenIstart-
ed in2014.

“Wearewor-
king for 8-10
hoursdailywith
chemicals and
toxic gases, but
get no medical
attention. I fear
meeting a simi-

larfateasmyfather,”hesays.
The combinationof che-

micals, heat and glass poses
serioushealthrisksforwork-
ers.“Mostpeopledieoftube-
rculosis or other fatal infec-
tions of the lungs and chest
due to the toxic gases,” says
Chandar Pal, a local doctor.

For women workers, the
situation isonlyworse.

Marzina, a 42-year-old
widow,workswith600men
inafactory.Shegetspaid30-
40 per cent less than her
malecolleagues, justenough

forherselfandherthreechil-
dren to live with dignity. “I
don’t get a widow pension.
The government only gives
food. I work to givemy chil-
dren better education and
life so they don’t end up
workinghere,” she says.

Asked why factories are
shutting operations in UP,
Khalid Naseer, the owner of
KohinoorBangle industries,
saysthatinthepastfiveyears
the price of natural gas has
almostdoubledfrom~17per
standard cubic metre. Also,
up to 18 per cent goods and
servicestaxonrawmaterials
and the increase in labour
cost is breaking the back of
this industry,he says.

“The day is not far when
glass bangles will only be
relicsifthegovernmentcon-
tinues to turn a blind eye to
thisindustry.Peopleareclos-
ingfactoriesbecauseworkers
protest demanding high
wages, but if we increase
productcostbuyersprotest.”

In 2018, the UP govern-
ment launchedtheOneDis-
trict One Product (ODOP)
scheme to support various
stakeholders on financial,
technical and managerial
fronts. Factory owners say
the government brought in
ODOP to promote local ind-
ustries,butadditsexecution
hasn’t beenaspromising.

Alleging that the ODOP
scheme in Firozabad has
been a failure , former CM
and Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav recently
promisedanewglass city in
the district if his party
formedthegovernmentafter
the Assembly election. “If a
newglasshubisrequiredfor
thedevelopmentofthestate,
we will build a new glass
industry,”Yadavhadsaid.

But until the glass city
gets a revamp or aid for its
glasswareindustries,Firoza-
bad with its population of
approximately two million
will be a shadow of its past.

ThemanyfacesofVajpayee
AbiographyofIndia’sfirstnon-CongressPMtoservea
fulltermoffersaninsightfulandengrossingnarrative

City of bangle makers
looks for change
AsFirozabadgoestopollsonSunday,glassworkers
seekbetterconditions,higherwagesandhealthcare
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“It’sweird,no?”thefaceattheother
endofthescreensays.“It’sstrange
todothislookingintoadevice.”

Anditis.Moreso,consideringthelast
timeKidambiSrikanthandIsatdownfor
aninterview,itwasacrossfromeach
other,inperson,inahotelroominDelhi.
Thiswaslate2017,whenSrikanthbecame
onlythefourthpersoninbadminton
historytowinfourBWFSuperSeriestitles
inoneyear—afeatthatisasrareasitis
difficult.Afewmonthson,hewentonto
becometheWorldNo1—anotherfirstfor
amaleIndianshuttler.Itseemsalifetime
awaybutSrikanthremembers—the
interviewitselfvaguely,thephenomenal
yearfondly.

Sincethentherehasbeenachurn.Du-
ringthatsupremelytaxingandprofitable
season,Srikanthsufferedwhatbecamea
seriesofunfortunateinjuries,alossof
formwheninrecovery,andasubsequent
slideintherankings,allofwhichmeant
frombeingashoo-incontenderfora
medal,hesoonbecameaplayerdesperate
togettherankingpointstoqualifyforthe
Olympicslastyear.Andhemaywellhave,
despiteallofit,ifithadn’tbeenforCovid-
19.Thepandemicmeantmultiple
tournamentswerecancelled,leavinghim
withveryfewtoperformwellintogetthe
pointsrequired.Despitealltherecords
andthefirstsachievedintheOlympic
cycle,heendedupmissingoutonthe
TokyoOlympicsitself.

Itislatemorning,andwearebanding
togetherforbrunch.Me:athomein
Giridih,Jharkhand,withoats,fruitsand
coffee.He:inhisroominHyderabad,
avoidingeatingatthisrandomhour(it’s
around10am)becausehe’sonastrict
schedule.Nonetheless,hecasuallysips
onaglassofmilk.

Thisnonchalanceisn’tputon;itisall
forreal.KidambiSrikanthrefusestoget
emotionallydrawnout.In2017,whenona
roll,herefusedtocelebratehisachieve-
mentstoohard.And,intheaftermath,he
hasrefusedtodrowninmisery.“Itwas
toughmissingoutontheOlympics,of
course,”Srikanthsays.“ButI’velearntto
notdwellonthingsthathavepassed.”
Thoseclosetohim,hisbrotherKNanda-
gopalandhischildhoodfriendscameto-
gether,expectinghimtoturninward,but
hedidn’t.Post-Tokyo,asthebadminton
seasonputitselfbacktogether,Srikanth
playedtournamentsregularly,hoping
thathe’dbeingoodformleadingintothe

WorldChampionships—andthenalmost
didn’tgetthere,unabletosecureavisatill
threedaysbeforetheeventbegan.

“That’sonelessonIthinkIhavelearnt.
Andmaybethispandemichasenhanced
it.Youcan’tcontroleverything,butwhat
youcan,youshould.Ijustwantedto
play…takeitonematchatatime,”saysthe
29-year-old,smilinggently.Thechoiceof
wordsisdeliberate.It’sathletetropebut
hereitmeansmore.Whenexpectations
fizzleout,whathappenstodesire?
Itseemedlessaquestionofsportsthan
azenkoan:Whatisthesoundofone
handclapping?

InSrikanth’scase,thisisperhapshis
bestbeing.Whenhethinksless,hedoes
more.Andafterallthelows,therehave
beenhighs.

InDecember2021,hewenttoSpain
expectingnothing,onlytobecomethe
firstIndianmantowinsilverattheBWF
WorldChampionships.Andthen,from
thathigh,againtheunexpected.Hewas
backinHyderabadnotoutofchoice,for-
cedtopulloutoftheIndiaOpen(atourn-
amenthelovesplaying)havingtested
positiveforCovid-19,andthenpullingout
oftheSyedModiInternationaltogive
himselftimetorecover.Youcan’tcontrol
everything,butwhatyoucan,youshould.

Andwhatyoucan,arethebasics.
Train,eat,recoverandrepeat.Athletesare

incrediblynit-pickyabouttheirroutines,
especiallywhenitcomestotheirdiets.
Theirbodies,afterall,aren’tjustvesselsof
consciousnessbut,quiteliterally,vehicles
ofgain—butevenamongthem,India’s
badmintonspecialistsareastepapart.I’d
metPVSindhuwhenshewasateenager,
freshoffwinningherfirstWorld
Championshipbronze,andatthetime,
she’dprofessedaloveforice-creamandin
thesamebreathadmittedshehadn’t
eatenoneinmonths.Shesatacrossthe
table,watchingmegorgeonHyderabadi
biryaniforwelloveranhour.Ifshewas
tortured,shedidn’tshowit.

Srikanthisabitdifferent.“Idon’thave
afavouritefood…Ilikehome-cooked
food,Iguess,”hesays.Hisbreakfast
(home-cookeddosaandchutney)iseaten
beforehegoesforearlymorningtraining,
andhealmostentirelyfollowsthroughon
home-cookedfoodwhennotin
competition.Whenincompetition,things
change,thoughnotdrastically.

“Tobehonest,thisbiobubble,being
stuckinhotelrooms,doesn’tbotherme
much,”hesays.Whatheadmittedlydoes
missisgoingouttoeatindifferentcities
heplaysatacrosstheglobe.Andwhilehis
tasteinfooditselfvariesverylittle,it
allowshimtotakeinandabsorbcultures.

Butallthingsarerelative.Discomfort
most.Srikanth,whileaworld-class
athlete,isalsodeeplyconnectedtohis
rootsinGuntur(AndhraPradesh)andis
awareofthedevastationthepandemic
haswreakedonsmallcommunities.“I’m
luckytogettodowhatIdo,”hesayssoftly.
“IfeverIdoubtthecardsI’vebeendealt,all
Ihavetodoisthinkabouteveryoneelse
whodoesn’thavethis.”

Thisisanoftenoverlookedprivilegeof
Indiansport.Manyathleteshaverecently
admittedtorealisingit.Despitetheoften
haphazardandsomewhatunderfunded
grassrootsapparatus,infrastructureand
facilitieshavesurvived.Sponsorshipsand
fundinghavenotdriedupentirely.

Evenwhenthingsarefallingaround
youandunpredictabilityreigns,youknow
thatyourtrainingfacilitiesarestillaround
waitingforyoutoreturn.

“It’soneofthebenefitsofthecentre
(PullelaGopichand’sbadmintonacademy
thatservesasatrainingbaseforalmostall
ofIndia’stopshuttlers)thatit’savailableto
usallthetime,”Srikanthsays.“Weknow
thatveryfewpeoplewillgothere,and
thosethatdoarecolleaguesand
teammates…sowearesafe.”Another
longsipofthemilkfollows.

Withdrawalfromthetwobighome
badmintoneventsmeansthatIndian
badminton’sreluctantprincehasyettobe
serenadedproperly.Butforthemanwho
playedwithoutexpectationsandrefuses
togetdrownedbyothers’,thislatestriseis
narrativeflow.Upanddownandupagain.
Fornow,he’shappytotakeitasitgoes.

“Itisgoodtoplan,”hesays,“butitis
importanttotakethingsastheygo.
Everythingelsewillfollow.”Thatisthe
soundofonehandclapping.

BRUNCHWITHBS > KIDAMBI SRIKANTH BADMINTONPLAYER

Stoic shuttler
The first Indianmantowinsilverat theBWF
WorldChampionships, Srikanthhas seen
dizzyingheightsanddeep lows.Hechooses to
beunperturbedby theebbandflowof life,
writesVaibhavRaghunandan
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SUHIT KELKAR

Inrecentyears,wehavebeenseeinga
numberofhigh-profilereleasesof
biographiesofpoliticiansassociatedwith
theSanghParivar.Thesebooksseemto
staketheirsubject’sclaimtouncle-of-the-
nationhood,as if toofferSanghialternatives
totheGandhi-Nehrus. Insodoing, it’snot
thatfactsarealwaysmassaged;more
usually,calamitousactionsaremade
palatablethroughgenerousandglowing
interpretationsofmotivesorcontexts.The
idea, Isuppose, is towriteanIndian
historicalnarrativethat is, ifnotentirely
Congress-mukt,at leastoneinwhich
CongressfiguresarediminishedandSanghi
characters inflated.

It is inthisclimatethat journalistand
novelistSagarikaGhosehaswrittenAtal
BihariVajpayee,abiography.Straightoff,
shetellsussheisaliberal.Theideaofa
liberalassessingthelifeofright-wingerAtal
BihariVajpayee, thefirstnon-Congressman
toserveafull termasprimeministerof
India,raisesourexpectationsofgettinga
bookthat inclinesnottowardsPRbut
critique. Inthis, thebooksucceeds,andhas
manycrucial insightsdeliveredinan
engrossingnarrative—butwithoneflaw
toomassivetooverlook.

ThebookshowsVajpayee’s riseasa
charismaticyouthpoliticianof theSangh
toParliamentarianandfinally India’s
primeminister, a trajectory thatalso
broughtHinduright-wingpolitics to
mainstreamrespectability, and turned the
partyheco-founded, the
BharatiyaJanataParty (BJP), into
aseriouscontenderonRaisina
Hill.Hismosthigh-profile
achievementsand failuresone
expects to readarepresent invivid
colour—his soaringcareer taking
theBJP tosuccess,hisdoggedand
determined tenureasan
oppositionpolitician,hisascent to
thepremiership,his
unprecedentedattemptsatpeacewith
Pakistan; also,hisopportunistically riding
theRamMandirmovementanddirectly
abetting the rathyatra (and, therefore,
indirectly theBabridemolition that
devastatedcommunal relations).Also,his
fiascoofa 13-daygovernment,his inept
handlingofnational security issues right
fromthehijackof IndianAirlines’ IC814 to
thedampsquibcalledOperation
Parakram, tohis swaying readilywith the
breeze thatboostedNarendraModi
after theGujarat riots.There isplentyhere

tochewonandrelish foravid fansof
politicalnonfiction.

Thewritingisbeautifullywrought,
displayinganovelist’saptitudeformakinga
phraseringandanimagelambent.For
instance, thepassagedescribingthe
demolitionoftheBabri
Masjidisamongthemost
visualandwell-voiced
I’vereadinyears,and
therearemanysuchfeats
ofwriting.

Alongwiththebig
picture, theauthorzooms
inontheindividual,
pointsouthismissteps
anddeviousness,
doublespeakand
opportunism,indetail
andinrefreshinglyfrank
terms.Theauthor’saim,
werealise, is tosee
throughthepersonaof
thepoet-politiciandown
tothechameleonic
person.Vajpayeethe
politician,wearetold,
was“(o)nedaya
moderate, thenextday
soundinglikeahardliner,
onedayarguingfor
pluralism,thenextdayharkingtoHindu
sentiments”.Atanotherplace,weseethis:
“All throughhis life,Vajpayee... showedhe
lackedthestrengthofcharactertoact
againstwrong,butstillhadthesensitivityto
beashamedabouthisownfailings”.

Vajpayee’smotivationsare
incisivelydelineated:hisquest for
power, themoralcostbedamned;his
obsessionwithJawaharlalNehru
andhisdescendants, Indiraand
RajivGandhi;hiscontradictionsand
paradoxes,namelyhisallegianceto
hisparentorganisation, the
RashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh
(RSS),andalsohisstoking“Hindu
nationalismtryingtooperatewithin

theconstraintsofdemocracy”.
WeareshownhowVajpayeecontributed

tohis imageasa“goodmaninbad
company”, thebadcompanybeingthe
SanghParivar inthefewdecadesfollowing
themurderofGandhiji;andhowVajpayee
wasthe“friendtoall,enemytonone”,a
bridgebuilder indispensableinBJP’s
coalitionera.Wearepresenteda
psychologicalandsocialmapofhis
conflicts, internalandexternal,atbeing
describedasamukhautaormaskofa
“moderate”fortheSangh.It’saninsightful

accountofhis internalstruggles,which
evidentlyweremonumental.

Asaperson,Vajpayeecomesacrossas
unconventionaltosaytheleast.Vajpayee
said,“Iamabachelor,notabrahmachari.”
What’smore, ifyouthinkyou’veconsumed
all thewritingandmoviesthereareabout
lovetriangles,wait tillyoulearnhereabout
Vajpayee’sdomesticarrangement.No
spoilers,but imaginethetormentsthat

afflictedVajpayee’sparent
organisation, theRSS,as it
cametotermswithhim.We
arealsotoldofhis loveof
goodfoodingeneraland
specificallymeatand
alcohol,convivial
company,andthepublic
stage.Theauthorexplains
all thisasthetraitsofabon
vivantandabohemian.
Alongtheway,weget
insights intoVajpayee’s
relationshipswithmentors
andcolleaguesintheRSS,
andcolleaguesintheBJP,
includingLKAdvani,
Modiandothers.Weare
providedbriefportraitsof
theseleadersaswell.

Thebooktellsusso
much,butmissesa
crucialdetail. Iam
remindedofAmitShah’s
announcementin2019that

theNationalRegisterofCitizenswouldbe
compiled.TheNRCwasenabledin2003by
anActofaBJPgovernmentunderVajpayee
withtheconsentoftheopposition,chieflythe
Congressparty.

TheVajpayeeadministrationadded
Section14AtotheCitizenshipActthat
empoweredthegovernmenttoissuea
“national identitycard”registering“every
citizenofIndia”,andto“maintaina
NationalRegisterofIndianCitizens”.Surely
Vajpayeehadfathomedtheimplications?
AndtheVajpayee-Advani-ledgovernment
apparentlyframedrulesfordrawingup
localregistersofcitizensthat,amongother
things,allowedpeopletocomplainthat
theirneighbourswereillegalmigrants,at
whichpointtheaccusedwouldbepresumed
guiltyoftheallegedoffenceandhavetoprove
theircitizenship.Thisvisionofasocietyin
whichpeoplesuspecteachotherhasRSSor
otherSanghoutfitswrittenallover it;
Vajpayeeprobablyaccommodatedthem.
Yetthe2003amendmentdoesnotfinda
mentioninthebook. Inanotherwise
splendidlywroughtbook, this isamajor
flaw;thisepisodemighthaveforceda
radicalandmorescathingreappraisalof
Vajpayee,whichmighthaveledtheauthor
toadifferentbook.

NITINKUMAR
Firozabad,18February

“Iwill vote for change.”
ThatiswhatMoham-
mad Shafeeq, a ban-

glemakerofFirozabad, says
he will do on Sunday when
the third phase of polling is
held inUttarPradesh.

What may sound as an
oft-cited,clichedexpression
isanchoredinurgent,imme-
diate concerns.

Askedwhatchangemea-
ns to him, the 22-year-old
first-time voter says: “Good
workingconditions,medical
facilities and better wages.”

Not just Shafeeq, but
many others working at the
unit where he’s employed,
KohinoorBangleIndustries,
will vote for the samecause.

ThedistrictofFirozabad,
known as the glassmaking
hub of India, employs over
20,000 workers in its 7,874
registered industrial units,
according to the state gov-
ernment’s Department of
MSME and Export Promo-
tion website. A majority of
these units are bangle man-
ufacturing factories, which
produce over 80 per cent of
all utility glass products for
India’sdomesticmarket.

For workers engaged in
glassmanufacturing,besides
lowwagesandlackofhealth-
care facilities, closureof fac-
tories in the region is one of
themajor reasons forworry.

“Over 100 factories have
closedoperationsinthepast
fouryears,leavingthousands
without livelihood. People
are ready to work here at
1,400Celsiusdegrees(rough-
ly the temperature at which
glass gets moulded) for just
~200 a day,” says Shankar
Singh, 45, a factory worker.

Citingthehealthhazards
resulting from it, he adds,

“Everyonehastodieoneday.
But we are dying every day,
inhaling toxic fumes while
our hands pick and mould
gleaming
bangles.”

Accordingto
insiders, about
90 per cent of
the district’s
workingpopula-
tionisdirectlyor
indirectlylinked
to the bangle
industry.When-
ever a factory
shutsoperation,
thecost of labourdecreases.
The rising cost of raw mate-
rials and labour, and lack of
aid from the government
result in factory owners
exploitingworkersbypaying
them low wages, they add.

The Covid-19 lockdown
andtheeconomicslowdown
that followed worsened the
conditions forworkers.

Irfan Khan, 21, a second-
generation worker who lost
his father to tuberculosis,
says hiswages havenot inc-
reased in thepast five years.

“Every day is a struggle for
survival. If there are more
workers lookingforemploy-
ment, on a rare day one

might agree to
work for ~100,
which I used to
getwhenIstart-
ed in2014.

“Wearewor-
king for 8-10
hoursdailywith
chemicals and
toxic gases, but
get no medical
attention. I fear
meeting a simi-

larfateasmyfather,”hesays.
The combinationof che-

micals, heat and glass poses
serioushealthrisksforwork-
ers.“Mostpeopledieoftube-
rculosis or other fatal infec-
tions of the lungs and chest
due to the toxic gases,” says
Chandar Pal, a local doctor.

For women workers, the
situation isonlyworse.

Marzina, a 42-year-old
widow,workswith600men
inafactory.Shegetspaid30-
40 per cent less than her
malecolleagues, justenough

forherselfandherthreechil-
dren to live with dignity. “I
don’t get a widow pension.
The government only gives
food. I work to givemy chil-
dren better education and
life so they don’t end up
workinghere,” she says.

Asked why factories are
shutting operations in UP,
Khalid Naseer, the owner of
KohinoorBangle industries,
saysthatinthepastfiveyears
the price of natural gas has
almostdoubledfrom~17per
standard cubic metre. Also,
up to 18 per cent goods and
servicestaxonrawmaterials
and the increase in labour
cost is breaking the back of
this industry,he says.

“The day is not far when
glass bangles will only be
relicsifthegovernmentcon-
tinues to turn a blind eye to
thisindustry.Peopleareclos-
ingfactoriesbecauseworkers
protest demanding high
wages, but if we increase
productcostbuyersprotest.”

In 2018, the UP govern-
ment launchedtheOneDis-
trict One Product (ODOP)
scheme to support various
stakeholders on financial,
technical and managerial
fronts. Factory owners say
the government brought in
ODOP to promote local ind-
ustries,butadditsexecution
hasn’t beenaspromising.

Alleging that the ODOP
scheme in Firozabad has
been a failure , former CM
and Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav recently
promisedanewglass city in
the district if his party
formedthegovernmentafter
the Assembly election. “If a
newglasshubisrequiredfor
thedevelopmentofthestate,
we will build a new glass
industry,”Yadavhadsaid.

But until the glass city
gets a revamp or aid for its
glasswareindustries,Firoza-
bad with its population of
approximately two million
will be a shadow of its past.

ThemanyfacesofVajpayee
AbiographyofIndia’sfirstnon-CongressPMtoservea
fulltermoffersaninsightfulandengrossingnarrative

City of bangle makers
looks for change
AsFirozabadgoestopollsonSunday,glassworkers
seekbetterconditions,higherwagesandhealthcare
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“It’sweird,no?”thefaceattheother
endofthescreensays.“It’sstrange
todothislookingintoadevice.”

Anditis.Moreso,consideringthelast
timeKidambiSrikanthandIsatdownfor
aninterview,itwasacrossfromeach
other,inperson,inahotelroominDelhi.
Thiswaslate2017,whenSrikanthbecame
onlythefourthpersoninbadminton
historytowinfourBWFSuperSeriestitles
inoneyear—afeatthatisasrareasitis
difficult.Afewmonthson,hewentonto
becometheWorldNo1—anotherfirstfor
amaleIndianshuttler.Itseemsalifetime
awaybutSrikanthremembers—the
interviewitselfvaguely,thephenomenal
yearfondly.

Sincethentherehasbeenachurn.Du-
ringthatsupremelytaxingandprofitable
season,Srikanthsufferedwhatbecamea
seriesofunfortunateinjuries,alossof
formwheninrecovery,andasubsequent
slideintherankings,allofwhichmeant
frombeingashoo-incontenderfora
medal,hesoonbecameaplayerdesperate
togettherankingpointstoqualifyforthe
Olympicslastyear.Andhemaywellhave,
despiteallofit,ifithadn’tbeenforCovid-
19.Thepandemicmeantmultiple
tournamentswerecancelled,leavinghim
withveryfewtoperformwellintogetthe
pointsrequired.Despitealltherecords
andthefirstsachievedintheOlympic
cycle,heendedupmissingoutonthe
TokyoOlympicsitself.

Itislatemorning,andwearebanding
togetherforbrunch.Me:athomein
Giridih,Jharkhand,withoats,fruitsand
coffee.He:inhisroominHyderabad,
avoidingeatingatthisrandomhour(it’s
around10am)becausehe’sonastrict
schedule.Nonetheless,hecasuallysips
onaglassofmilk.

Thisnonchalanceisn’tputon;itisall
forreal.KidambiSrikanthrefusestoget
emotionallydrawnout.In2017,whenona
roll,herefusedtocelebratehisachieve-
mentstoohard.And,intheaftermath,he
hasrefusedtodrowninmisery.“Itwas
toughmissingoutontheOlympics,of
course,”Srikanthsays.“ButI’velearntto
notdwellonthingsthathavepassed.”
Thoseclosetohim,hisbrotherKNanda-
gopalandhischildhoodfriendscameto-
gether,expectinghimtoturninward,but
hedidn’t.Post-Tokyo,asthebadminton
seasonputitselfbacktogether,Srikanth
playedtournamentsregularly,hoping
thathe’dbeingoodformleadingintothe

WorldChampionships—andthenalmost
didn’tgetthere,unabletosecureavisatill
threedaysbeforetheeventbegan.

“That’sonelessonIthinkIhavelearnt.
Andmaybethispandemichasenhanced
it.Youcan’tcontroleverything,butwhat
youcan,youshould.Ijustwantedto
play…takeitonematchatatime,”saysthe
29-year-old,smilinggently.Thechoiceof
wordsisdeliberate.It’sathletetropebut
hereitmeansmore.Whenexpectations
fizzleout,whathappenstodesire?
Itseemedlessaquestionofsportsthan
azenkoan:Whatisthesoundofone
handclapping?

InSrikanth’scase,thisisperhapshis
bestbeing.Whenhethinksless,hedoes
more.Andafterallthelows,therehave
beenhighs.

InDecember2021,hewenttoSpain
expectingnothing,onlytobecomethe
firstIndianmantowinsilverattheBWF
WorldChampionships.Andthen,from
thathigh,againtheunexpected.Hewas
backinHyderabadnotoutofchoice,for-
cedtopulloutoftheIndiaOpen(atourn-
amenthelovesplaying)havingtested
positiveforCovid-19,andthenpullingout
oftheSyedModiInternationaltogive
himselftimetorecover.Youcan’tcontrol
everything,butwhatyoucan,youshould.

Andwhatyoucan,arethebasics.
Train,eat,recoverandrepeat.Athletesare

incrediblynit-pickyabouttheirroutines,
especiallywhenitcomestotheirdiets.
Theirbodies,afterall,aren’tjustvesselsof
consciousnessbut,quiteliterally,vehicles
ofgain—butevenamongthem,India’s
badmintonspecialistsareastepapart.I’d
metPVSindhuwhenshewasateenager,
freshoffwinningherfirstWorld
Championshipbronze,andatthetime,
she’dprofessedaloveforice-creamandin
thesamebreathadmittedshehadn’t
eatenoneinmonths.Shesatacrossthe
table,watchingmegorgeonHyderabadi
biryaniforwelloveranhour.Ifshewas
tortured,shedidn’tshowit.

Srikanthisabitdifferent.“Idon’thave
afavouritefood…Ilikehome-cooked
food,Iguess,”hesays.Hisbreakfast
(home-cookeddosaandchutney)iseaten
beforehegoesforearlymorningtraining,
andhealmostentirelyfollowsthroughon
home-cookedfoodwhennotin
competition.Whenincompetition,things
change,thoughnotdrastically.

“Tobehonest,thisbiobubble,being
stuckinhotelrooms,doesn’tbotherme
much,”hesays.Whatheadmittedlydoes
missisgoingouttoeatindifferentcities
heplaysatacrosstheglobe.Andwhilehis
tasteinfooditselfvariesverylittle,it
allowshimtotakeinandabsorbcultures.

Butallthingsarerelative.Discomfort
most.Srikanth,whileaworld-class
athlete,isalsodeeplyconnectedtohis
rootsinGuntur(AndhraPradesh)andis
awareofthedevastationthepandemic
haswreakedonsmallcommunities.“I’m
luckytogettodowhatIdo,”hesayssoftly.
“IfeverIdoubtthecardsI’vebeendealt,all
Ihavetodoisthinkabouteveryoneelse
whodoesn’thavethis.”

Thisisanoftenoverlookedprivilegeof
Indiansport.Manyathleteshaverecently
admittedtorealisingit.Despitetheoften
haphazardandsomewhatunderfunded
grassrootsapparatus,infrastructureand
facilitieshavesurvived.Sponsorshipsand
fundinghavenotdriedupentirely.

Evenwhenthingsarefallingaround
youandunpredictabilityreigns,youknow
thatyourtrainingfacilitiesarestillaround
waitingforyoutoreturn.

“It’soneofthebenefitsofthecentre
(PullelaGopichand’sbadmintonacademy
thatservesasatrainingbaseforalmostall
ofIndia’stopshuttlers)thatit’savailableto
usallthetime,”Srikanthsays.“Weknow
thatveryfewpeoplewillgothere,and
thosethatdoarecolleaguesand
teammates…sowearesafe.”Another
longsipofthemilkfollows.

Withdrawalfromthetwobighome
badmintoneventsmeansthatIndian
badminton’sreluctantprincehasyettobe
serenadedproperly.Butforthemanwho
playedwithoutexpectationsandrefuses
togetdrownedbyothers’,thislatestriseis
narrativeflow.Upanddownandupagain.
Fornow,he’shappytotakeitasitgoes.

“Itisgoodtoplan,”hesays,“butitis
importanttotakethingsastheygo.
Everythingelsewillfollow.”Thatisthe
soundofonehandclapping.

BRUNCHWITHBS > KIDAMBI SRIKANTH BADMINTONPLAYER

Stoic shuttler
The first Indianmantowinsilverat theBWF
WorldChampionships, Srikanthhas seen
dizzyingheightsanddeep lows.Hechooses to
beunperturbedby theebbandflowof life,
writesVaibhavRaghunandan
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SUHIT KELKAR

Inrecentyears,wehavebeenseeinga
numberofhigh-profilereleasesof
biographiesofpoliticiansassociatedwith
theSanghParivar.Thesebooksseemto
staketheirsubject’sclaimtouncle-of-the-
nationhood,as if toofferSanghialternatives
totheGandhi-Nehrus. Insodoing, it’snot
thatfactsarealwaysmassaged;more
usually,calamitousactionsaremade
palatablethroughgenerousandglowing
interpretationsofmotivesorcontexts.The
idea, Isuppose, is towriteanIndian
historicalnarrativethat is, ifnotentirely
Congress-mukt,at leastoneinwhich
CongressfiguresarediminishedandSanghi
characters inflated.

It is inthisclimatethat journalistand
novelistSagarikaGhosehaswrittenAtal
BihariVajpayee,abiography.Straightoff,
shetellsussheisaliberal.Theideaofa
liberalassessingthelifeofright-wingerAtal
BihariVajpayee, thefirstnon-Congressman
toserveafull termasprimeministerof
India,raisesourexpectationsofgettinga
bookthat inclinesnottowardsPRbut
critique. Inthis, thebooksucceeds,andhas
manycrucial insightsdeliveredinan
engrossingnarrative—butwithoneflaw
toomassivetooverlook.

ThebookshowsVajpayee’s riseasa
charismaticyouthpoliticianof theSangh
toParliamentarianandfinally India’s
primeminister, a trajectory thatalso
broughtHinduright-wingpolitics to
mainstreamrespectability, and turned the
partyheco-founded, the
BharatiyaJanataParty (BJP), into
aseriouscontenderonRaisina
Hill.Hismosthigh-profile
achievementsand failuresone
expects to readarepresent invivid
colour—his soaringcareer taking
theBJP tosuccess,hisdoggedand
determined tenureasan
oppositionpolitician,hisascent to
thepremiership,his
unprecedentedattemptsatpeacewith
Pakistan; also,hisopportunistically riding
theRamMandirmovementanddirectly
abetting the rathyatra (and, therefore,
indirectly theBabridemolition that
devastatedcommunal relations).Also,his
fiascoofa 13-daygovernment,his inept
handlingofnational security issues right
fromthehijackof IndianAirlines’ IC814 to
thedampsquibcalledOperation
Parakram, tohis swaying readilywith the
breeze thatboostedNarendraModi
after theGujarat riots.There isplentyhere

tochewonandrelish foravid fansof
politicalnonfiction.

Thewritingisbeautifullywrought,
displayinganovelist’saptitudeformakinga
phraseringandanimagelambent.For
instance, thepassagedescribingthe
demolitionoftheBabri
Masjidisamongthemost
visualandwell-voiced
I’vereadinyears,and
therearemanysuchfeats
ofwriting.

Alongwiththebig
picture, theauthorzooms
inontheindividual,
pointsouthismissteps
anddeviousness,
doublespeakand
opportunism,indetail
andinrefreshinglyfrank
terms.Theauthor’saim,
werealise, is tosee
throughthepersonaof
thepoet-politiciandown
tothechameleonic
person.Vajpayeethe
politician,wearetold,
was“(o)nedaya
moderate, thenextday
soundinglikeahardliner,
onedayarguingfor
pluralism,thenextdayharkingtoHindu
sentiments”.Atanotherplace,weseethis:
“All throughhis life,Vajpayee... showedhe
lackedthestrengthofcharactertoact
againstwrong,butstillhadthesensitivityto
beashamedabouthisownfailings”.

Vajpayee’smotivationsare
incisivelydelineated:hisquest for
power, themoralcostbedamned;his
obsessionwithJawaharlalNehru
andhisdescendants, Indiraand
RajivGandhi;hiscontradictionsand
paradoxes,namelyhisallegianceto
hisparentorganisation, the
RashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh
(RSS),andalsohisstoking“Hindu
nationalismtryingtooperatewithin

theconstraintsofdemocracy”.
WeareshownhowVajpayeecontributed

tohis imageasa“goodmaninbad
company”, thebadcompanybeingthe
SanghParivar inthefewdecadesfollowing
themurderofGandhiji;andhowVajpayee
wasthe“friendtoall,enemytonone”,a
bridgebuilder indispensableinBJP’s
coalitionera.Wearepresenteda
psychologicalandsocialmapofhis
conflicts, internalandexternal,atbeing
describedasamukhautaormaskofa
“moderate”fortheSangh.It’saninsightful

accountofhis internalstruggles,which
evidentlyweremonumental.

Asaperson,Vajpayeecomesacrossas
unconventionaltosaytheleast.Vajpayee
said,“Iamabachelor,notabrahmachari.”
What’smore, ifyouthinkyou’veconsumed
all thewritingandmoviesthereareabout
lovetriangles,wait tillyoulearnhereabout
Vajpayee’sdomesticarrangement.No
spoilers,but imaginethetormentsthat

afflictedVajpayee’sparent
organisation, theRSS,as it
cametotermswithhim.We
arealsotoldofhis loveof
goodfoodingeneraland
specificallymeatand
alcohol,convivial
company,andthepublic
stage.Theauthorexplains
all thisasthetraitsofabon
vivantandabohemian.
Alongtheway,weget
insights intoVajpayee’s
relationshipswithmentors
andcolleaguesintheRSS,
andcolleaguesintheBJP,
includingLKAdvani,
Modiandothers.Weare
providedbriefportraitsof
theseleadersaswell.

Thebooktellsusso
much,butmissesa
crucialdetail. Iam
remindedofAmitShah’s
announcementin2019that

theNationalRegisterofCitizenswouldbe
compiled.TheNRCwasenabledin2003by
anActofaBJPgovernmentunderVajpayee
withtheconsentoftheopposition,chieflythe
Congressparty.

TheVajpayeeadministrationadded
Section14AtotheCitizenshipActthat
empoweredthegovernmenttoissuea
“national identitycard”registering“every
citizenofIndia”,andto“maintaina
NationalRegisterofIndianCitizens”.Surely
Vajpayeehadfathomedtheimplications?
AndtheVajpayee-Advani-ledgovernment
apparentlyframedrulesfordrawingup
localregistersofcitizensthat,amongother
things,allowedpeopletocomplainthat
theirneighbourswereillegalmigrants,at
whichpointtheaccusedwouldbepresumed
guiltyoftheallegedoffenceandhavetoprove
theircitizenship.Thisvisionofasocietyin
whichpeoplesuspecteachotherhasRSSor
otherSanghoutfitswrittenallover it;
Vajpayeeprobablyaccommodatedthem.
Yetthe2003amendmentdoesnotfinda
mentioninthebook. Inanotherwise
splendidlywroughtbook, this isamajor
flaw;thisepisodemighthaveforceda
radicalandmorescathingreappraisalof
Vajpayee,whichmighthaveledtheauthor
toadifferentbook.

NITINKUMAR
Firozabad,18February

“Iwill vote for change.”
ThatiswhatMoham-
mad Shafeeq, a ban-

glemakerofFirozabad, says
he will do on Sunday when
the third phase of polling is
held inUttarPradesh.

What may sound as an
oft-cited,clichedexpression
isanchoredinurgent,imme-
diate concerns.

Askedwhatchangemea-
ns to him, the 22-year-old
first-time voter says: “Good
workingconditions,medical
facilities and better wages.”

Not just Shafeeq, but
many others working at the
unit where he’s employed,
KohinoorBangleIndustries,
will vote for the samecause.

ThedistrictofFirozabad,
known as the glassmaking
hub of India, employs over
20,000 workers in its 7,874
registered industrial units,
according to the state gov-
ernment’s Department of
MSME and Export Promo-
tion website. A majority of
these units are bangle man-
ufacturing factories, which
produce over 80 per cent of
all utility glass products for
India’sdomesticmarket.

For workers engaged in
glassmanufacturing,besides
lowwagesandlackofhealth-
care facilities, closureof fac-
tories in the region is one of
themajor reasons forworry.

“Over 100 factories have
closedoperationsinthepast
fouryears,leavingthousands
without livelihood. People
are ready to work here at
1,400Celsiusdegrees(rough-
ly the temperature at which
glass gets moulded) for just
~200 a day,” says Shankar
Singh, 45, a factory worker.

Citingthehealthhazards
resulting from it, he adds,

“Everyonehastodieoneday.
But we are dying every day,
inhaling toxic fumes while
our hands pick and mould
gleaming
bangles.”

Accordingto
insiders, about
90 per cent of
the district’s
workingpopula-
tionisdirectlyor
indirectlylinked
to the bangle
industry.When-
ever a factory
shutsoperation,
thecost of labourdecreases.
The rising cost of raw mate-
rials and labour, and lack of
aid from the government
result in factory owners
exploitingworkersbypaying
them low wages, they add.

The Covid-19 lockdown
andtheeconomicslowdown
that followed worsened the
conditions forworkers.

Irfan Khan, 21, a second-
generation worker who lost
his father to tuberculosis,
says hiswages havenot inc-
reased in thepast five years.

“Every day is a struggle for
survival. If there are more
workers lookingforemploy-
ment, on a rare day one

might agree to
work for ~100,
which I used to
getwhenIstart-
ed in2014.

“Wearewor-
king for 8-10
hoursdailywith
chemicals and
toxic gases, but
get no medical
attention. I fear
meeting a simi-

larfateasmyfather,”hesays.
The combinationof che-

micals, heat and glass poses
serioushealthrisksforwork-
ers.“Mostpeopledieoftube-
rculosis or other fatal infec-
tions of the lungs and chest
due to the toxic gases,” says
Chandar Pal, a local doctor.

For women workers, the
situation isonlyworse.

Marzina, a 42-year-old
widow,workswith600men
inafactory.Shegetspaid30-
40 per cent less than her
malecolleagues, justenough

forherselfandherthreechil-
dren to live with dignity. “I
don’t get a widow pension.
The government only gives
food. I work to givemy chil-
dren better education and
life so they don’t end up
workinghere,” she says.

Asked why factories are
shutting operations in UP,
Khalid Naseer, the owner of
KohinoorBangle industries,
saysthatinthepastfiveyears
the price of natural gas has
almostdoubledfrom~17per
standard cubic metre. Also,
up to 18 per cent goods and
servicestaxonrawmaterials
and the increase in labour
cost is breaking the back of
this industry,he says.

“The day is not far when
glass bangles will only be
relicsifthegovernmentcon-
tinues to turn a blind eye to
thisindustry.Peopleareclos-
ingfactoriesbecauseworkers
protest demanding high
wages, but if we increase
productcostbuyersprotest.”

In 2018, the UP govern-
ment launchedtheOneDis-
trict One Product (ODOP)
scheme to support various
stakeholders on financial,
technical and managerial
fronts. Factory owners say
the government brought in
ODOP to promote local ind-
ustries,butadditsexecution
hasn’t beenaspromising.

Alleging that the ODOP
scheme in Firozabad has
been a failure , former CM
and Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav recently
promisedanewglass city in
the district if his party
formedthegovernmentafter
the Assembly election. “If a
newglasshubisrequiredfor
thedevelopmentofthestate,
we will build a new glass
industry,”Yadavhadsaid.

But until the glass city
gets a revamp or aid for its
glasswareindustries,Firoza-
bad with its population of
approximately two million
will be a shadow of its past.

ThemanyfacesofVajpayee
AbiographyofIndia’sfirstnon-CongressPMtoservea
fulltermoffersaninsightfulandengrossingnarrative

City of bangle makers
looks for change
AsFirozabadgoestopollsonSunday,glassworkers
seekbetterconditions,higherwagesandhealthcare
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“It’sweird,no?”thefaceattheother
endofthescreensays.“It’sstrange
todothislookingintoadevice.”

Anditis.Moreso,consideringthelast
timeKidambiSrikanthandIsatdownfor
aninterview,itwasacrossfromeach
other,inperson,inahotelroominDelhi.
Thiswaslate2017,whenSrikanthbecame
onlythefourthpersoninbadminton
historytowinfourBWFSuperSeriestitles
inoneyear—afeatthatisasrareasitis
difficult.Afewmonthson,hewentonto
becometheWorldNo1—anotherfirstfor
amaleIndianshuttler.Itseemsalifetime
awaybutSrikanthremembers—the
interviewitselfvaguely,thephenomenal
yearfondly.

Sincethentherehasbeenachurn.Du-
ringthatsupremelytaxingandprofitable
season,Srikanthsufferedwhatbecamea
seriesofunfortunateinjuries,alossof
formwheninrecovery,andasubsequent
slideintherankings,allofwhichmeant
frombeingashoo-incontenderfora
medal,hesoonbecameaplayerdesperate
togettherankingpointstoqualifyforthe
Olympicslastyear.Andhemaywellhave,
despiteallofit,ifithadn’tbeenforCovid-
19.Thepandemicmeantmultiple
tournamentswerecancelled,leavinghim
withveryfewtoperformwellintogetthe
pointsrequired.Despitealltherecords
andthefirstsachievedintheOlympic
cycle,heendedupmissingoutonthe
TokyoOlympicsitself.

Itislatemorning,andwearebanding
togetherforbrunch.Me:athomein
Giridih,Jharkhand,withoats,fruitsand
coffee.He:inhisroominHyderabad,
avoidingeatingatthisrandomhour(it’s
around10am)becausehe’sonastrict
schedule.Nonetheless,hecasuallysips
onaglassofmilk.

Thisnonchalanceisn’tputon;itisall
forreal.KidambiSrikanthrefusestoget
emotionallydrawnout.In2017,whenona
roll,herefusedtocelebratehisachieve-
mentstoohard.And,intheaftermath,he
hasrefusedtodrowninmisery.“Itwas
toughmissingoutontheOlympics,of
course,”Srikanthsays.“ButI’velearntto
notdwellonthingsthathavepassed.”
Thoseclosetohim,hisbrotherKNanda-
gopalandhischildhoodfriendscameto-
gether,expectinghimtoturninward,but
hedidn’t.Post-Tokyo,asthebadminton
seasonputitselfbacktogether,Srikanth
playedtournamentsregularly,hoping
thathe’dbeingoodformleadingintothe

WorldChampionships—andthenalmost
didn’tgetthere,unabletosecureavisatill
threedaysbeforetheeventbegan.

“That’sonelessonIthinkIhavelearnt.
Andmaybethispandemichasenhanced
it.Youcan’tcontroleverything,butwhat
youcan,youshould.Ijustwantedto
play…takeitonematchatatime,”saysthe
29-year-old,smilinggently.Thechoiceof
wordsisdeliberate.It’sathletetropebut
hereitmeansmore.Whenexpectations
fizzleout,whathappenstodesire?
Itseemedlessaquestionofsportsthan
azenkoan:Whatisthesoundofone
handclapping?

InSrikanth’scase,thisisperhapshis
bestbeing.Whenhethinksless,hedoes
more.Andafterallthelows,therehave
beenhighs.

InDecember2021,hewenttoSpain
expectingnothing,onlytobecomethe
firstIndianmantowinsilverattheBWF
WorldChampionships.Andthen,from
thathigh,againtheunexpected.Hewas
backinHyderabadnotoutofchoice,for-
cedtopulloutoftheIndiaOpen(atourn-
amenthelovesplaying)havingtested
positiveforCovid-19,andthenpullingout
oftheSyedModiInternationaltogive
himselftimetorecover.Youcan’tcontrol
everything,butwhatyoucan,youshould.

Andwhatyoucan,arethebasics.
Train,eat,recoverandrepeat.Athletesare

incrediblynit-pickyabouttheirroutines,
especiallywhenitcomestotheirdiets.
Theirbodies,afterall,aren’tjustvesselsof
consciousnessbut,quiteliterally,vehicles
ofgain—butevenamongthem,India’s
badmintonspecialistsareastepapart.I’d
metPVSindhuwhenshewasateenager,
freshoffwinningherfirstWorld
Championshipbronze,andatthetime,
she’dprofessedaloveforice-creamandin
thesamebreathadmittedshehadn’t
eatenoneinmonths.Shesatacrossthe
table,watchingmegorgeonHyderabadi
biryaniforwelloveranhour.Ifshewas
tortured,shedidn’tshowit.

Srikanthisabitdifferent.“Idon’thave
afavouritefood…Ilikehome-cooked
food,Iguess,”hesays.Hisbreakfast
(home-cookeddosaandchutney)iseaten
beforehegoesforearlymorningtraining,
andhealmostentirelyfollowsthroughon
home-cookedfoodwhennotin
competition.Whenincompetition,things
change,thoughnotdrastically.

“Tobehonest,thisbiobubble,being
stuckinhotelrooms,doesn’tbotherme
much,”hesays.Whatheadmittedlydoes
missisgoingouttoeatindifferentcities
heplaysatacrosstheglobe.Andwhilehis
tasteinfooditselfvariesverylittle,it
allowshimtotakeinandabsorbcultures.

Butallthingsarerelative.Discomfort
most.Srikanth,whileaworld-class
athlete,isalsodeeplyconnectedtohis
rootsinGuntur(AndhraPradesh)andis
awareofthedevastationthepandemic
haswreakedonsmallcommunities.“I’m
luckytogettodowhatIdo,”hesayssoftly.
“IfeverIdoubtthecardsI’vebeendealt,all
Ihavetodoisthinkabouteveryoneelse
whodoesn’thavethis.”

Thisisanoftenoverlookedprivilegeof
Indiansport.Manyathleteshaverecently
admittedtorealisingit.Despitetheoften
haphazardandsomewhatunderfunded
grassrootsapparatus,infrastructureand
facilitieshavesurvived.Sponsorshipsand
fundinghavenotdriedupentirely.

Evenwhenthingsarefallingaround
youandunpredictabilityreigns,youknow
thatyourtrainingfacilitiesarestillaround
waitingforyoutoreturn.

“It’soneofthebenefitsofthecentre
(PullelaGopichand’sbadmintonacademy
thatservesasatrainingbaseforalmostall
ofIndia’stopshuttlers)thatit’savailableto
usallthetime,”Srikanthsays.“Weknow
thatveryfewpeoplewillgothere,and
thosethatdoarecolleaguesand
teammates…sowearesafe.”Another
longsipofthemilkfollows.

Withdrawalfromthetwobighome
badmintoneventsmeansthatIndian
badminton’sreluctantprincehasyettobe
serenadedproperly.Butforthemanwho
playedwithoutexpectationsandrefuses
togetdrownedbyothers’,thislatestriseis
narrativeflow.Upanddownandupagain.
Fornow,he’shappytotakeitasitgoes.

“Itisgoodtoplan,”hesays,“butitis
importanttotakethingsastheygo.
Everythingelsewillfollow.”Thatisthe
soundofonehandclapping.

BRUNCHWITHBS > KIDAMBI SRIKANTH BADMINTONPLAYER

Stoic shuttler
The first Indianmantowinsilverat theBWF
WorldChampionships, Srikanthhas seen
dizzyingheightsanddeep lows.Hechooses to
beunperturbedby theebbandflowof life,
writesVaibhavRaghunandan

IL
LU
ST
RA
TI
O
N
:
B
IN
AY

SI
N
H
A

PHOTO: NITIN KUMAR

16 HYDERABAD | 19 FEBRUARY 2022 1
>

ELECTION
WATCH
2022



SUHIT KELKAR

Inrecentyears,wehavebeenseeinga
numberofhigh-profilereleasesof
biographiesofpoliticiansassociatedwith
theSanghParivar.Thesebooksseemto
staketheirsubject’sclaimtouncle-of-the-
nationhood,as if toofferSanghialternatives
totheGandhi-Nehrus. Insodoing, it’snot
thatfactsarealwaysmassaged;more
usually,calamitousactionsaremade
palatablethroughgenerousandglowing
interpretationsofmotivesorcontexts.The
idea, Isuppose, is towriteanIndian
historicalnarrativethat is, ifnotentirely
Congress-mukt,at leastoneinwhich
CongressfiguresarediminishedandSanghi
characters inflated.

It is inthisclimatethat journalistand
novelistSagarikaGhosehaswrittenAtal
BihariVajpayee,abiography.Straightoff,
shetellsussheisaliberal.Theideaofa
liberalassessingthelifeofright-wingerAtal
BihariVajpayee, thefirstnon-Congressman
toserveafull termasprimeministerof
India,raisesourexpectationsofgettinga
bookthat inclinesnottowardsPRbut
critique. Inthis, thebooksucceeds,andhas
manycrucial insightsdeliveredinan
engrossingnarrative—butwithoneflaw
toomassivetooverlook.

ThebookshowsVajpayee’s riseasa
charismaticyouthpoliticianof theSangh
toParliamentarianandfinally India’s
primeminister, a trajectory thatalso
broughtHinduright-wingpolitics to
mainstreamrespectability, and turned the
partyheco-founded, the
BharatiyaJanataParty (BJP), into
aseriouscontenderonRaisina
Hill.Hismosthigh-profile
achievementsand failuresone
expects to readarepresent invivid
colour—his soaringcareer taking
theBJP tosuccess,hisdoggedand
determined tenureasan
oppositionpolitician,hisascent to
thepremiership,his
unprecedentedattemptsatpeacewith
Pakistan; also,hisopportunistically riding
theRamMandirmovementanddirectly
abetting the rathyatra (and, therefore,
indirectly theBabridemolition that
devastatedcommunal relations).Also,his
fiascoofa 13-daygovernment,his inept
handlingofnational security issues right
fromthehijackof IndianAirlines’ IC814 to
thedampsquibcalledOperation
Parakram, tohis swaying readilywith the
breeze thatboostedNarendraModi
after theGujarat riots.There isplentyhere

tochewonandrelish foravid fansof
politicalnonfiction.

Thewritingisbeautifullywrought,
displayinganovelist’saptitudeformakinga
phraseringandanimagelambent.For
instance, thepassagedescribingthe
demolitionoftheBabri
Masjidisamongthemost
visualandwell-voiced
I’vereadinyears,and
therearemanysuchfeats
ofwriting.

Alongwiththebig
picture, theauthorzooms
inontheindividual,
pointsouthismissteps
anddeviousness,
doublespeakand
opportunism,indetail
andinrefreshinglyfrank
terms.Theauthor’saim,
werealise, is tosee
throughthepersonaof
thepoet-politiciandown
tothechameleonic
person.Vajpayeethe
politician,wearetold,
was“(o)nedaya
moderate, thenextday
soundinglikeahardliner,
onedayarguingfor
pluralism,thenextdayharkingtoHindu
sentiments”.Atanotherplace,weseethis:
“All throughhis life,Vajpayee... showedhe
lackedthestrengthofcharactertoact
againstwrong,butstillhadthesensitivityto
beashamedabouthisownfailings”.

Vajpayee’smotivationsare
incisivelydelineated:hisquest for
power, themoralcostbedamned;his
obsessionwithJawaharlalNehru
andhisdescendants, Indiraand
RajivGandhi;hiscontradictionsand
paradoxes,namelyhisallegianceto
hisparentorganisation, the
RashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh
(RSS),andalsohisstoking“Hindu
nationalismtryingtooperatewithin

theconstraintsofdemocracy”.
WeareshownhowVajpayeecontributed

tohis imageasa“goodmaninbad
company”, thebadcompanybeingthe
SanghParivar inthefewdecadesfollowing
themurderofGandhiji;andhowVajpayee
wasthe“friendtoall,enemytonone”,a
bridgebuilder indispensableinBJP’s
coalitionera.Wearepresenteda
psychologicalandsocialmapofhis
conflicts, internalandexternal,atbeing
describedasamukhautaormaskofa
“moderate”fortheSangh.It’saninsightful

accountofhis internalstruggles,which
evidentlyweremonumental.

Asaperson,Vajpayeecomesacrossas
unconventionaltosaytheleast.Vajpayee
said,“Iamabachelor,notabrahmachari.”
What’smore, ifyouthinkyou’veconsumed
all thewritingandmoviesthereareabout
lovetriangles,wait tillyoulearnhereabout
Vajpayee’sdomesticarrangement.No
spoilers,but imaginethetormentsthat

afflictedVajpayee’sparent
organisation, theRSS,as it
cametotermswithhim.We
arealsotoldofhis loveof
goodfoodingeneraland
specificallymeatand
alcohol,convivial
company,andthepublic
stage.Theauthorexplains
all thisasthetraitsofabon
vivantandabohemian.
Alongtheway,weget
insights intoVajpayee’s
relationshipswithmentors
andcolleaguesintheRSS,
andcolleaguesintheBJP,
includingLKAdvani,
Modiandothers.Weare
providedbriefportraitsof
theseleadersaswell.

Thebooktellsusso
much,butmissesa
crucialdetail. Iam
remindedofAmitShah’s
announcementin2019that

theNationalRegisterofCitizenswouldbe
compiled.TheNRCwasenabledin2003by
anActofaBJPgovernmentunderVajpayee
withtheconsentoftheopposition,chieflythe
Congressparty.

TheVajpayeeadministrationadded
Section14AtotheCitizenshipActthat
empoweredthegovernmenttoissuea
“national identitycard”registering“every
citizenofIndia”,andto“maintaina
NationalRegisterofIndianCitizens”.Surely
Vajpayeehadfathomedtheimplications?
AndtheVajpayee-Advani-ledgovernment
apparentlyframedrulesfordrawingup
localregistersofcitizensthat,amongother
things,allowedpeopletocomplainthat
theirneighbourswereillegalmigrants,at
whichpointtheaccusedwouldbepresumed
guiltyoftheallegedoffenceandhavetoprove
theircitizenship.Thisvisionofasocietyin
whichpeoplesuspecteachotherhasRSSor
otherSanghoutfitswrittenallover it;
Vajpayeeprobablyaccommodatedthem.
Yetthe2003amendmentdoesnotfinda
mentioninthebook. Inanotherwise
splendidlywroughtbook, this isamajor
flaw;thisepisodemighthaveforceda
radicalandmorescathingreappraisalof
Vajpayee,whichmighthaveledtheauthor
toadifferentbook.

NITINKUMAR
Firozabad,18February

“Iwill vote for change.”
ThatiswhatMoham-
mad Shafeeq, a ban-

glemakerofFirozabad, says
he will do on Sunday when
the third phase of polling is
held inUttarPradesh.

What may sound as an
oft-cited,clichedexpression
isanchoredinurgent,imme-
diate concerns.

Askedwhatchangemea-
ns to him, the 22-year-old
first-time voter says: “Good
workingconditions,medical
facilities and better wages.”

Not just Shafeeq, but
many others working at the
unit where he’s employed,
KohinoorBangleIndustries,
will vote for the samecause.

ThedistrictofFirozabad,
known as the glassmaking
hub of India, employs over
20,000 workers in its 7,874
registered industrial units,
according to the state gov-
ernment’s Department of
MSME and Export Promo-
tion website. A majority of
these units are bangle man-
ufacturing factories, which
produce over 80 per cent of
all utility glass products for
India’sdomesticmarket.

For workers engaged in
glassmanufacturing,besides
lowwagesandlackofhealth-
care facilities, closureof fac-
tories in the region is one of
themajor reasons forworry.

“Over 100 factories have
closedoperationsinthepast
fouryears,leavingthousands
without livelihood. People
are ready to work here at
1,400Celsiusdegrees(rough-
ly the temperature at which
glass gets moulded) for just
~200 a day,” says Shankar
Singh, 45, a factory worker.

Citingthehealthhazards
resulting from it, he adds,

“Everyonehastodieoneday.
But we are dying every day,
inhaling toxic fumes while
our hands pick and mould
gleaming
bangles.”

Accordingto
insiders, about
90 per cent of
the district’s
workingpopula-
tionisdirectlyor
indirectlylinked
to the bangle
industry.When-
ever a factory
shutsoperation,
thecost of labourdecreases.
The rising cost of raw mate-
rials and labour, and lack of
aid from the government
result in factory owners
exploitingworkersbypaying
them low wages, they add.

The Covid-19 lockdown
andtheeconomicslowdown
that followed worsened the
conditions forworkers.

Irfan Khan, 21, a second-
generation worker who lost
his father to tuberculosis,
says hiswages havenot inc-
reased in thepast five years.

“Every day is a struggle for
survival. If there are more
workers lookingforemploy-
ment, on a rare day one

might agree to
work for ~100,
which I used to
getwhenIstart-
ed in2014.

“Wearewor-
king for 8-10
hoursdailywith
chemicals and
toxic gases, but
get no medical
attention. I fear
meeting a simi-

larfateasmyfather,”hesays.
The combinationof che-

micals, heat and glass poses
serioushealthrisksforwork-
ers.“Mostpeopledieoftube-
rculosis or other fatal infec-
tions of the lungs and chest
due to the toxic gases,” says
Chandar Pal, a local doctor.

For women workers, the
situation isonlyworse.

Marzina, a 42-year-old
widow,workswith600men
inafactory.Shegetspaid30-
40 per cent less than her
malecolleagues, justenough

forherselfandherthreechil-
dren to live with dignity. “I
don’t get a widow pension.
The government only gives
food. I work to givemy chil-
dren better education and
life so they don’t end up
workinghere,” she says.

Asked why factories are
shutting operations in UP,
Khalid Naseer, the owner of
KohinoorBangle industries,
saysthatinthepastfiveyears
the price of natural gas has
almostdoubledfrom~17per
standard cubic metre. Also,
up to 18 per cent goods and
servicestaxonrawmaterials
and the increase in labour
cost is breaking the back of
this industry,he says.

“The day is not far when
glass bangles will only be
relicsifthegovernmentcon-
tinues to turn a blind eye to
thisindustry.Peopleareclos-
ingfactoriesbecauseworkers
protest demanding high
wages, but if we increase
productcostbuyersprotest.”

In 2018, the UP govern-
ment launchedtheOneDis-
trict One Product (ODOP)
scheme to support various
stakeholders on financial,
technical and managerial
fronts. Factory owners say
the government brought in
ODOP to promote local ind-
ustries,butadditsexecution
hasn’t beenaspromising.

Alleging that the ODOP
scheme in Firozabad has
been a failure , former CM
and Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav recently
promisedanewglass city in
the district if his party
formedthegovernmentafter
the Assembly election. “If a
newglasshubisrequiredfor
thedevelopmentofthestate,
we will build a new glass
industry,”Yadavhadsaid.

But until the glass city
gets a revamp or aid for its
glasswareindustries,Firoza-
bad with its population of
approximately two million
will be a shadow of its past.

ThemanyfacesofVajpayee
AbiographyofIndia’sfirstnon-CongressPMtoservea
fulltermoffersaninsightfulandengrossingnarrative

City of bangle makers
looks for change
AsFirozabadgoestopollsonSunday,glassworkers
seekbetterconditions,higherwagesandhealthcare
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“It’sweird,no?”thefaceattheother
endofthescreensays.“It’sstrange
todothislookingintoadevice.”

Anditis.Moreso,consideringthelast
timeKidambiSrikanthandIsatdownfor
aninterview,itwasacrossfromeach
other,inperson,inahotelroominDelhi.
Thiswaslate2017,whenSrikanthbecame
onlythefourthpersoninbadminton
historytowinfourBWFSuperSeriestitles
inoneyear—afeatthatisasrareasitis
difficult.Afewmonthson,hewentonto
becometheWorldNo1—anotherfirstfor
amaleIndianshuttler.Itseemsalifetime
awaybutSrikanthremembers—the
interviewitselfvaguely,thephenomenal
yearfondly.

Sincethentherehasbeenachurn.Du-
ringthatsupremelytaxingandprofitable
season,Srikanthsufferedwhatbecamea
seriesofunfortunateinjuries,alossof
formwheninrecovery,andasubsequent
slideintherankings,allofwhichmeant
frombeingashoo-incontenderfora
medal,hesoonbecameaplayerdesperate
togettherankingpointstoqualifyforthe
Olympicslastyear.Andhemaywellhave,
despiteallofit,ifithadn’tbeenforCovid-
19.Thepandemicmeantmultiple
tournamentswerecancelled,leavinghim
withveryfewtoperformwellintogetthe
pointsrequired.Despitealltherecords
andthefirstsachievedintheOlympic
cycle,heendedupmissingoutonthe
TokyoOlympicsitself.

Itislatemorning,andwearebanding
togetherforbrunch.Me:athomein
Giridih,Jharkhand,withoats,fruitsand
coffee.He:inhisroominHyderabad,
avoidingeatingatthisrandomhour(it’s
around10am)becausehe’sonastrict
schedule.Nonetheless,hecasuallysips
onaglassofmilk.

Thisnonchalanceisn’tputon;itisall
forreal.KidambiSrikanthrefusestoget
emotionallydrawnout.In2017,whenona
roll,herefusedtocelebratehisachieve-
mentstoohard.And,intheaftermath,he
hasrefusedtodrowninmisery.“Itwas
toughmissingoutontheOlympics,of
course,”Srikanthsays.“ButI’velearntto
notdwellonthingsthathavepassed.”
Thoseclosetohim,hisbrotherKNanda-
gopalandhischildhoodfriendscameto-
gether,expectinghimtoturninward,but
hedidn’t.Post-Tokyo,asthebadminton
seasonputitselfbacktogether,Srikanth
playedtournamentsregularly,hoping
thathe’dbeingoodformleadingintothe

WorldChampionships—andthenalmost
didn’tgetthere,unabletosecureavisatill
threedaysbeforetheeventbegan.

“That’sonelessonIthinkIhavelearnt.
Andmaybethispandemichasenhanced
it.Youcan’tcontroleverything,butwhat
youcan,youshould.Ijustwantedto
play…takeitonematchatatime,”saysthe
29-year-old,smilinggently.Thechoiceof
wordsisdeliberate.It’sathletetropebut
hereitmeansmore.Whenexpectations
fizzleout,whathappenstodesire?
Itseemedlessaquestionofsportsthan
azenkoan:Whatisthesoundofone
handclapping?

InSrikanth’scase,thisisperhapshis
bestbeing.Whenhethinksless,hedoes
more.Andafterallthelows,therehave
beenhighs.

InDecember2021,hewenttoSpain
expectingnothing,onlytobecomethe
firstIndianmantowinsilverattheBWF
WorldChampionships.Andthen,from
thathigh,againtheunexpected.Hewas
backinHyderabadnotoutofchoice,for-
cedtopulloutoftheIndiaOpen(atourn-
amenthelovesplaying)havingtested
positiveforCovid-19,andthenpullingout
oftheSyedModiInternationaltogive
himselftimetorecover.Youcan’tcontrol
everything,butwhatyoucan,youshould.

Andwhatyoucan,arethebasics.
Train,eat,recoverandrepeat.Athletesare

incrediblynit-pickyabouttheirroutines,
especiallywhenitcomestotheirdiets.
Theirbodies,afterall,aren’tjustvesselsof
consciousnessbut,quiteliterally,vehicles
ofgain—butevenamongthem,India’s
badmintonspecialistsareastepapart.I’d
metPVSindhuwhenshewasateenager,
freshoffwinningherfirstWorld
Championshipbronze,andatthetime,
she’dprofessedaloveforice-creamandin
thesamebreathadmittedshehadn’t
eatenoneinmonths.Shesatacrossthe
table,watchingmegorgeonHyderabadi
biryaniforwelloveranhour.Ifshewas
tortured,shedidn’tshowit.

Srikanthisabitdifferent.“Idon’thave
afavouritefood…Ilikehome-cooked
food,Iguess,”hesays.Hisbreakfast
(home-cookeddosaandchutney)iseaten
beforehegoesforearlymorningtraining,
andhealmostentirelyfollowsthroughon
home-cookedfoodwhennotin
competition.Whenincompetition,things
change,thoughnotdrastically.

“Tobehonest,thisbiobubble,being
stuckinhotelrooms,doesn’tbotherme
much,”hesays.Whatheadmittedlydoes
missisgoingouttoeatindifferentcities
heplaysatacrosstheglobe.Andwhilehis
tasteinfooditselfvariesverylittle,it
allowshimtotakeinandabsorbcultures.

Butallthingsarerelative.Discomfort
most.Srikanth,whileaworld-class
athlete,isalsodeeplyconnectedtohis
rootsinGuntur(AndhraPradesh)andis
awareofthedevastationthepandemic
haswreakedonsmallcommunities.“I’m
luckytogettodowhatIdo,”hesayssoftly.
“IfeverIdoubtthecardsI’vebeendealt,all
Ihavetodoisthinkabouteveryoneelse
whodoesn’thavethis.”

Thisisanoftenoverlookedprivilegeof
Indiansport.Manyathleteshaverecently
admittedtorealisingit.Despitetheoften
haphazardandsomewhatunderfunded
grassrootsapparatus,infrastructureand
facilitieshavesurvived.Sponsorshipsand
fundinghavenotdriedupentirely.

Evenwhenthingsarefallingaround
youandunpredictabilityreigns,youknow
thatyourtrainingfacilitiesarestillaround
waitingforyoutoreturn.

“It’soneofthebenefitsofthecentre
(PullelaGopichand’sbadmintonacademy
thatservesasatrainingbaseforalmostall
ofIndia’stopshuttlers)thatit’savailableto
usallthetime,”Srikanthsays.“Weknow
thatveryfewpeoplewillgothere,and
thosethatdoarecolleaguesand
teammates…sowearesafe.”Another
longsipofthemilkfollows.

Withdrawalfromthetwobighome
badmintoneventsmeansthatIndian
badminton’sreluctantprincehasyettobe
serenadedproperly.Butforthemanwho
playedwithoutexpectationsandrefuses
togetdrownedbyothers’,thislatestriseis
narrativeflow.Upanddownandupagain.
Fornow,he’shappytotakeitasitgoes.

“Itisgoodtoplan,”hesays,“butitis
importanttotakethingsastheygo.
Everythingelsewillfollow.”Thatisthe
soundofonehandclapping.

BRUNCHWITHBS > KIDAMBI SRIKANTH BADMINTONPLAYER

Stoic shuttler
The first Indianmantowinsilverat theBWF
WorldChampionships, Srikanthhas seen
dizzyingheightsanddeep lows.Hechooses to
beunperturbedby theebbandflowof life,
writesVaibhavRaghunandan
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Liquidator of ICSA (INDIA) LIMITED hereby invites Eligible Bidder(s) for participation
in E- Auction Sale of Assets of ICSA, listed herein, on “as-is-where-is”, “as-is-what-is”,
“whatever-there-is” and “Non-Recourse” basis as per the schedule listed herein & as
per the conditions & Process listed inCOMPLETE E-AUCTIONPROCESSDOCUMENT
available on https://www.bankeauctions.com or can be obtained by sending an email to
the Liquidator.

DESCRIPTION OF ASSETS RESERVE
PRICE EMD Incremental

Bid

S. No. Description of Immovable /Movable Assets Reserve
Price EMD Bid Increase

Amount

Option
- A

Land admeasuring 5 acres & 18.94
Guntas (say 218.94 Guntas) situated
at survey No. 232 / Minjumle,
Peddakandukur village, Yadagirigutta.

` 8.75
Crores

` 8.75
Lakhs

` 25/-
Lakhs

Option
- B Benz car ` 3.00

Lakhs
` 30,000/-
Rupees

` 5,000/-
Rupees

E-Auction timings on 11thMarch, 2022 :

Option -A 2.00 - 4.00 p. m. Option - B 4.00 - 5.00 p. m.
Site Visit & Discussion Meeting on 5thMarch, 2022 from 10.00 a. m. to 1.30 p. m.
Last Date of Document Submission & EMD payment 9thMarch 2022, Till 05:00 p. m.
Last date for payment of 15% of bid amount (subject to 25% of total bid amount after
adjusting EMD payment) – 12thMarch, 2022.
Bids can be submitted for both the assets or each asset separately Date / Time of
E-Auction - Date : 11thMarch from 02:00 p. m. to 05:00 p. m.
Interested Applicants are required to deposit EMD & 15% of bid amounts through NEFT
/ RTGS in the A/c. No. 39391626103 of State Bank of India, SME Branch, Somajiguda,
Hyderabad-500082, and IFSC SBIN0020684 in the name of Beneficiary “ICSA
(INDIA) Limited. (Under Liquidation)”.
* The complete details of the Plot and Benz car can be sought after signing the
confidentiality undertaking with the Liquidator.
* Interested Applicants are advised to refer the Bid Documents and Submit the
complete Bid Documents along with proof of deposit of EMD in hard copy to the
Liquidator.

The Liquidator reserves right to accept or cancel or extend or modify any terms and
conditions of the e-auction.

sd/-
Nethi Mallikarjuna Setty, (Liquidator)

In the Matter of ICSA INDIA LIMITED
Regn. No. IBBI/IPA-001/IP-P01251/2018-19/11958

Reg. Add. : Flat No. 101, Laurel Residency, Road No. 18, Panchavathi Colony, Manikonda, Hyderabad-500089
Date : 19.02.2022 Email:malliknethi@gmail.com
Place : Hyderabad Contact No.- 9963606444

E- AUCTION ICSA (INDIA) LTD NOTICE
(Under Regulation 32 & 33 of IBBI(Liquidation Process) Regulations, 2016

ICSA (INDIA) LIMITED (IN LIQUIDATION)
CIN: U51101TG2013PTC088581



SUHIT KELKAR

Inrecentyears,wehavebeenseeinga
numberofhigh-profilereleasesof
biographiesofpoliticiansassociatedwith
theSanghParivar.Thesebooksseemto
staketheirsubject’sclaimtouncle-of-the-
nationhood,as if toofferSanghialternatives
totheGandhi-Nehrus. Insodoing, it’snot
thatfactsarealwaysmassaged;more
usually,calamitousactionsaremade
palatablethroughgenerousandglowing
interpretationsofmotivesorcontexts.The
idea, Isuppose, is towriteanIndian
historicalnarrativethat is, ifnotentirely
Congress-mukt,at leastoneinwhich
CongressfiguresarediminishedandSanghi
characters inflated.

It is inthisclimatethat journalistand
novelistSagarikaGhosehaswrittenAtal
BihariVajpayee,abiography.Straightoff,
shetellsussheisaliberal.Theideaofa
liberalassessingthelifeofright-wingerAtal
BihariVajpayee, thefirstnon-Congressman
toserveafull termasprimeministerof
India,raisesourexpectationsofgettinga
bookthat inclinesnottowardsPRbut
critique. Inthis, thebooksucceeds,andhas
manycrucial insightsdeliveredinan
engrossingnarrative—butwithoneflaw
toomassivetooverlook.

ThebookshowsVajpayee’s riseasa
charismaticyouthpoliticianof theSangh
toParliamentarianandfinally India’s
primeminister, a trajectory thatalso
broughtHinduright-wingpolitics to
mainstreamrespectability, and turned the
partyheco-founded, the
BharatiyaJanataParty (BJP), into
aseriouscontenderonRaisina
Hill.Hismosthigh-profile
achievementsand failuresone
expects to readarepresent invivid
colour—his soaringcareer taking
theBJP tosuccess,hisdoggedand
determined tenureasan
oppositionpolitician,hisascent to
thepremiership,his
unprecedentedattemptsatpeacewith
Pakistan; also,hisopportunistically riding
theRamMandirmovementanddirectly
abetting the rathyatra (and, therefore,
indirectly theBabridemolition that
devastatedcommunal relations).Also,his
fiascoofa 13-daygovernment,his inept
handlingofnational security issues right
fromthehijackof IndianAirlines’ IC814 to
thedampsquibcalledOperation
Parakram, tohis swaying readilywith the
breeze thatboostedNarendraModi
after theGujarat riots.There isplentyhere

tochewonandrelish foravid fansof
politicalnonfiction.

Thewritingisbeautifullywrought,
displayinganovelist’saptitudeformakinga
phraseringandanimagelambent.For
instance, thepassagedescribingthe
demolitionoftheBabri
Masjidisamongthemost
visualandwell-voiced
I’vereadinyears,and
therearemanysuchfeats
ofwriting.

Alongwiththebig
picture, theauthorzooms
inontheindividual,
pointsouthismissteps
anddeviousness,
doublespeakand
opportunism,indetail
andinrefreshinglyfrank
terms.Theauthor’saim,
werealise, is tosee
throughthepersonaof
thepoet-politiciandown
tothechameleonic
person.Vajpayeethe
politician,wearetold,
was“(o)nedaya
moderate, thenextday
soundinglikeahardliner,
onedayarguingfor
pluralism,thenextdayharkingtoHindu
sentiments”.Atanotherplace,weseethis:
“All throughhis life,Vajpayee... showedhe
lackedthestrengthofcharactertoact
againstwrong,butstillhadthesensitivityto
beashamedabouthisownfailings”.

Vajpayee’smotivationsare
incisivelydelineated:hisquest for
power, themoralcostbedamned;his
obsessionwithJawaharlalNehru
andhisdescendants, Indiraand
RajivGandhi;hiscontradictionsand
paradoxes,namelyhisallegianceto
hisparentorganisation, the
RashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh
(RSS),andalsohisstoking“Hindu
nationalismtryingtooperatewithin

theconstraintsofdemocracy”.
WeareshownhowVajpayeecontributed

tohis imageasa“goodmaninbad
company”, thebadcompanybeingthe
SanghParivar inthefewdecadesfollowing
themurderofGandhiji;andhowVajpayee
wasthe“friendtoall,enemytonone”,a
bridgebuilder indispensableinBJP’s
coalitionera.Wearepresenteda
psychologicalandsocialmapofhis
conflicts, internalandexternal,atbeing
describedasamukhautaormaskofa
“moderate”fortheSangh.It’saninsightful

accountofhis internalstruggles,which
evidentlyweremonumental.

Asaperson,Vajpayeecomesacrossas
unconventionaltosaytheleast.Vajpayee
said,“Iamabachelor,notabrahmachari.”
What’smore, ifyouthinkyou’veconsumed
all thewritingandmoviesthereareabout
lovetriangles,wait tillyoulearnhereabout
Vajpayee’sdomesticarrangement.No
spoilers,but imaginethetormentsthat

afflictedVajpayee’sparent
organisation, theRSS,as it
cametotermswithhim.We
arealsotoldofhis loveof
goodfoodingeneraland
specificallymeatand
alcohol,convivial
company,andthepublic
stage.Theauthorexplains
all thisasthetraitsofabon
vivantandabohemian.
Alongtheway,weget
insights intoVajpayee’s
relationshipswithmentors
andcolleaguesintheRSS,
andcolleaguesintheBJP,
includingLKAdvani,
Modiandothers.Weare
providedbriefportraitsof
theseleadersaswell.

Thebooktellsusso
much,butmissesa
crucialdetail. Iam
remindedofAmitShah’s
announcementin2019that

theNationalRegisterofCitizenswouldbe
compiled.TheNRCwasenabledin2003by
anActofaBJPgovernmentunderVajpayee
withtheconsentoftheopposition,chieflythe
Congressparty.

TheVajpayeeadministrationadded
Section14AtotheCitizenshipActthat
empoweredthegovernmenttoissuea
“national identitycard”registering“every
citizenofIndia”,andto“maintaina
NationalRegisterofIndianCitizens”.Surely
Vajpayeehadfathomedtheimplications?
AndtheVajpayee-Advani-ledgovernment
apparentlyframedrulesfordrawingup
localregistersofcitizensthat,amongother
things,allowedpeopletocomplainthat
theirneighbourswereillegalmigrants,at
whichpointtheaccusedwouldbepresumed
guiltyoftheallegedoffenceandhavetoprove
theircitizenship.Thisvisionofasocietyin
whichpeoplesuspecteachotherhasRSSor
otherSanghoutfitswrittenallover it;
Vajpayeeprobablyaccommodatedthem.
Yetthe2003amendmentdoesnotfinda
mentioninthebook. Inanotherwise
splendidlywroughtbook, this isamajor
flaw;thisepisodemighthaveforceda
radicalandmorescathingreappraisalof
Vajpayee,whichmighthaveledtheauthor
toadifferentbook.

NITINKUMAR
Firozabad,18February

“Iwill vote for change.”
ThatiswhatMoham-
mad Shafeeq, a ban-

glemakerofFirozabad, says
he will do on Sunday when
the third phase of polling is
held inUttarPradesh.

What may sound as an
oft-cited,clichedexpression
isanchoredinurgent,imme-
diate concerns.

Askedwhatchangemea-
ns to him, the 22-year-old
first-time voter says: “Good
workingconditions,medical
facilities and better wages.”

Not just Shafeeq, but
many others working at the
unit where he’s employed,
KohinoorBangleIndustries,
will vote for the samecause.

ThedistrictofFirozabad,
known as the glassmaking
hub of India, employs over
20,000 workers in its 7,874
registered industrial units,
according to the state gov-
ernment’s Department of
MSME and Export Promo-
tion website. A majority of
these units are bangle man-
ufacturing factories, which
produce over 80 per cent of
all utility glass products for
India’sdomesticmarket.

For workers engaged in
glassmanufacturing,besides
lowwagesandlackofhealth-
care facilities, closureof fac-
tories in the region is one of
themajor reasons forworry.

“Over 100 factories have
closedoperationsinthepast
fouryears,leavingthousands
without livelihood. People
are ready to work here at
1,400Celsiusdegrees(rough-
ly the temperature at which
glass gets moulded) for just
~200 a day,” says Shankar
Singh, 45, a factory worker.

Citingthehealthhazards
resulting from it, he adds,

“Everyonehastodieoneday.
But we are dying every day,
inhaling toxic fumes while
our hands pick and mould
gleaming
bangles.”

Accordingto
insiders, about
90 per cent of
the district’s
workingpopula-
tionisdirectlyor
indirectlylinked
to the bangle
industry.When-
ever a factory
shutsoperation,
thecost of labourdecreases.
The rising cost of raw mate-
rials and labour, and lack of
aid from the government
result in factory owners
exploitingworkersbypaying
them low wages, they add.

The Covid-19 lockdown
andtheeconomicslowdown
that followed worsened the
conditions forworkers.

Irfan Khan, 21, a second-
generation worker who lost
his father to tuberculosis,
says hiswages havenot inc-
reased in thepast five years.

“Every day is a struggle for
survival. If there are more
workers lookingforemploy-
ment, on a rare day one

might agree to
work for ~100,
which I used to
getwhenIstart-
ed in2014.

“Wearewor-
king for 8-10
hoursdailywith
chemicals and
toxic gases, but
get no medical
attention. I fear
meeting a simi-

larfateasmyfather,”hesays.
The combinationof che-

micals, heat and glass poses
serioushealthrisksforwork-
ers.“Mostpeopledieoftube-
rculosis or other fatal infec-
tions of the lungs and chest
due to the toxic gases,” says
Chandar Pal, a local doctor.

For women workers, the
situation isonlyworse.

Marzina, a 42-year-old
widow,workswith600men
inafactory.Shegetspaid30-
40 per cent less than her
malecolleagues, justenough

forherselfandherthreechil-
dren to live with dignity. “I
don’t get a widow pension.
The government only gives
food. I work to givemy chil-
dren better education and
life so they don’t end up
workinghere,” she says.

Asked why factories are
shutting operations in UP,
Khalid Naseer, the owner of
KohinoorBangle industries,
saysthatinthepastfiveyears
the price of natural gas has
almostdoubledfrom~17per
standard cubic metre. Also,
up to 18 per cent goods and
servicestaxonrawmaterials
and the increase in labour
cost is breaking the back of
this industry,he says.

“The day is not far when
glass bangles will only be
relicsifthegovernmentcon-
tinues to turn a blind eye to
thisindustry.Peopleareclos-
ingfactoriesbecauseworkers
protest demanding high
wages, but if we increase
productcostbuyersprotest.”

In 2018, the UP govern-
ment launchedtheOneDis-
trict One Product (ODOP)
scheme to support various
stakeholders on financial,
technical and managerial
fronts. Factory owners say
the government brought in
ODOP to promote local ind-
ustries,butadditsexecution
hasn’t beenaspromising.

Alleging that the ODOP
scheme in Firozabad has
been a failure , former CM
and Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav recently
promisedanewglass city in
the district if his party
formedthegovernmentafter
the Assembly election. “If a
newglasshubisrequiredfor
thedevelopmentofthestate,
we will build a new glass
industry,”Yadavhadsaid.

But until the glass city
gets a revamp or aid for its
glasswareindustries,Firoza-
bad with its population of
approximately two million
will be a shadow of its past.

ThemanyfacesofVajpayee
AbiographyofIndia’sfirstnon-CongressPMtoservea
fulltermoffersaninsightfulandengrossingnarrative

City of bangle makers
looks for change
AsFirozabadgoestopollsonSunday,glassworkers
seekbetterconditions,higherwagesandhealthcare
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& IDEAS

ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE
Author: Sagarika Ghose

Publisher: Juggernaut

Pages: 432 Price: ~799

“It’sweird,no?”thefaceattheother
endofthescreensays.“It’sstrange
todothislookingintoadevice.”

Anditis.Moreso,consideringthelast
timeKidambiSrikanthandIsatdownfor
aninterview,itwasacrossfromeach
other,inperson,inahotelroominDelhi.
Thiswaslate2017,whenSrikanthbecame
onlythefourthpersoninbadminton
historytowinfourBWFSuperSeriestitles
inoneyear—afeatthatisasrareasitis
difficult.Afewmonthson,hewentonto
becometheWorldNo1—anotherfirstfor
amaleIndianshuttler.Itseemsalifetime
awaybutSrikanthremembers—the
interviewitselfvaguely,thephenomenal
yearfondly.

Sincethentherehasbeenachurn.Du-
ringthatsupremelytaxingandprofitable
season,Srikanthsufferedwhatbecamea
seriesofunfortunateinjuries,alossof
formwheninrecovery,andasubsequent
slideintherankings,allofwhichmeant
frombeingashoo-incontenderfora
medal,hesoonbecameaplayerdesperate
togettherankingpointstoqualifyforthe
Olympicslastyear.Andhemaywellhave,
despiteallofit,ifithadn’tbeenforCovid-
19.Thepandemicmeantmultiple
tournamentswerecancelled,leavinghim
withveryfewtoperformwellintogetthe
pointsrequired.Despitealltherecords
andthefirstsachievedintheOlympic
cycle,heendedupmissingoutonthe
TokyoOlympicsitself.

Itislatemorning,andwearebanding
togetherforbrunch.Me:athomein
Giridih,Jharkhand,withoats,fruitsand
coffee.He:inhisroominHyderabad,
avoidingeatingatthisrandomhour(it’s
around10am)becausehe’sonastrict
schedule.Nonetheless,hecasuallysips
onaglassofmilk.

Thisnonchalanceisn’tputon;itisall
forreal.KidambiSrikanthrefusestoget
emotionallydrawnout.In2017,whenona
roll,herefusedtocelebratehisachieve-
mentstoohard.And,intheaftermath,he
hasrefusedtodrowninmisery.“Itwas
toughmissingoutontheOlympics,of
course,”Srikanthsays.“ButI’velearntto
notdwellonthingsthathavepassed.”
Thoseclosetohim,hisbrotherKNanda-
gopalandhischildhoodfriendscameto-
gether,expectinghimtoturninward,but
hedidn’t.Post-Tokyo,asthebadminton
seasonputitselfbacktogether,Srikanth
playedtournamentsregularly,hoping
thathe’dbeingoodformleadingintothe

WorldChampionships—andthenalmost
didn’tgetthere,unabletosecureavisatill
threedaysbeforetheeventbegan.

“That’sonelessonIthinkIhavelearnt.
Andmaybethispandemichasenhanced
it.Youcan’tcontroleverything,butwhat
youcan,youshould.Ijustwantedto
play…takeitonematchatatime,”saysthe
29-year-old,smilinggently.Thechoiceof
wordsisdeliberate.It’sathletetropebut
hereitmeansmore.Whenexpectations
fizzleout,whathappenstodesire?
Itseemedlessaquestionofsportsthan
azenkoan:Whatisthesoundofone
handclapping?

InSrikanth’scase,thisisperhapshis
bestbeing.Whenhethinksless,hedoes
more.Andafterallthelows,therehave
beenhighs.

InDecember2021,hewenttoSpain
expectingnothing,onlytobecomethe
firstIndianmantowinsilverattheBWF
WorldChampionships.Andthen,from
thathigh,againtheunexpected.Hewas
backinHyderabadnotoutofchoice,for-
cedtopulloutoftheIndiaOpen(atourn-
amenthelovesplaying)havingtested
positiveforCovid-19,andthenpullingout
oftheSyedModiInternationaltogive
himselftimetorecover.Youcan’tcontrol
everything,butwhatyoucan,youshould.

Andwhatyoucan,arethebasics.
Train,eat,recoverandrepeat.Athletesare

incrediblynit-pickyabouttheirroutines,
especiallywhenitcomestotheirdiets.
Theirbodies,afterall,aren’tjustvesselsof
consciousnessbut,quiteliterally,vehicles
ofgain—butevenamongthem,India’s
badmintonspecialistsareastepapart.I’d
metPVSindhuwhenshewasateenager,
freshoffwinningherfirstWorld
Championshipbronze,andatthetime,
she’dprofessedaloveforice-creamandin
thesamebreathadmittedshehadn’t
eatenoneinmonths.Shesatacrossthe
table,watchingmegorgeonHyderabadi
biryaniforwelloveranhour.Ifshewas
tortured,shedidn’tshowit.

Srikanthisabitdifferent.“Idon’thave
afavouritefood…Ilikehome-cooked
food,Iguess,”hesays.Hisbreakfast
(home-cookeddosaandchutney)iseaten
beforehegoesforearlymorningtraining,
andhealmostentirelyfollowsthroughon
home-cookedfoodwhennotin
competition.Whenincompetition,things
change,thoughnotdrastically.

“Tobehonest,thisbiobubble,being
stuckinhotelrooms,doesn’tbotherme
much,”hesays.Whatheadmittedlydoes
missisgoingouttoeatindifferentcities
heplaysatacrosstheglobe.Andwhilehis
tasteinfooditselfvariesverylittle,it
allowshimtotakeinandabsorbcultures.

Butallthingsarerelative.Discomfort
most.Srikanth,whileaworld-class
athlete,isalsodeeplyconnectedtohis
rootsinGuntur(AndhraPradesh)andis
awareofthedevastationthepandemic
haswreakedonsmallcommunities.“I’m
luckytogettodowhatIdo,”hesayssoftly.
“IfeverIdoubtthecardsI’vebeendealt,all
Ihavetodoisthinkabouteveryoneelse
whodoesn’thavethis.”

Thisisanoftenoverlookedprivilegeof
Indiansport.Manyathleteshaverecently
admittedtorealisingit.Despitetheoften
haphazardandsomewhatunderfunded
grassrootsapparatus,infrastructureand
facilitieshavesurvived.Sponsorshipsand
fundinghavenotdriedupentirely.

Evenwhenthingsarefallingaround
youandunpredictabilityreigns,youknow
thatyourtrainingfacilitiesarestillaround
waitingforyoutoreturn.

“It’soneofthebenefitsofthecentre
(PullelaGopichand’sbadmintonacademy
thatservesasatrainingbaseforalmostall
ofIndia’stopshuttlers)thatit’savailableto
usallthetime,”Srikanthsays.“Weknow
thatveryfewpeoplewillgothere,and
thosethatdoarecolleaguesand
teammates…sowearesafe.”Another
longsipofthemilkfollows.

Withdrawalfromthetwobighome
badmintoneventsmeansthatIndian
badminton’sreluctantprincehasyettobe
serenadedproperly.Butforthemanwho
playedwithoutexpectationsandrefuses
togetdrownedbyothers’,thislatestriseis
narrativeflow.Upanddownandupagain.
Fornow,he’shappytotakeitasitgoes.

“Itisgoodtoplan,”hesays,“butitis
importanttotakethingsastheygo.
Everythingelsewillfollow.”Thatisthe
soundofonehandclapping.

BRUNCHWITHBS > KIDAMBI SRIKANTH BADMINTONPLAYER

Stoic shuttler
The first Indianmantowinsilverat theBWF
WorldChampionships, Srikanthhas seen
dizzyingheightsanddeep lows.Hechooses to
beunperturbedby theebbandflowof life,
writesVaibhavRaghunandan
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SUHIT KELKAR

Inrecentyears,wehavebeenseeinga
numberofhigh-profilereleasesof
biographiesofpoliticiansassociatedwith
theSanghParivar.Thesebooksseemto
staketheirsubject’sclaimtouncle-of-the-
nationhood,as if toofferSanghialternatives
totheGandhi-Nehrus. Insodoing, it’snot
thatfactsarealwaysmassaged;more
usually,calamitousactionsaremade
palatablethroughgenerousandglowing
interpretationsofmotivesorcontexts.The
idea, Isuppose, is towriteanIndian
historicalnarrativethat is, ifnotentirely
Congress-mukt,at leastoneinwhich
CongressfiguresarediminishedandSanghi
characters inflated.

It is inthisclimatethat journalistand
novelistSagarikaGhosehaswrittenAtal
BihariVajpayee,abiography.Straightoff,
shetellsussheisaliberal.Theideaofa
liberalassessingthelifeofright-wingerAtal
BihariVajpayee, thefirstnon-Congressman
toserveafull termasprimeministerof
India,raisesourexpectationsofgettinga
bookthat inclinesnottowardsPRbut
critique. Inthis, thebooksucceeds,andhas
manycrucial insightsdeliveredinan
engrossingnarrative—butwithoneflaw
toomassivetooverlook.

ThebookshowsVajpayee’s riseasa
charismaticyouthpoliticianof theSangh
toParliamentarianandfinally India’s
primeminister, a trajectory thatalso
broughtHinduright-wingpolitics to
mainstreamrespectability, and turned the
partyheco-founded, the
BharatiyaJanataParty (BJP), into
aseriouscontenderonRaisina
Hill.Hismosthigh-profile
achievementsand failuresone
expects to readarepresent invivid
colour—his soaringcareer taking
theBJP tosuccess,hisdoggedand
determined tenureasan
oppositionpolitician,hisascent to
thepremiership,his
unprecedentedattemptsatpeacewith
Pakistan; also,hisopportunistically riding
theRamMandirmovementanddirectly
abetting the rathyatra (and, therefore,
indirectly theBabridemolition that
devastatedcommunal relations).Also,his
fiascoofa 13-daygovernment,his inept
handlingofnational security issues right
fromthehijackof IndianAirlines’ IC814 to
thedampsquibcalledOperation
Parakram, tohis swaying readilywith the
breeze thatboostedNarendraModi
after theGujarat riots.There isplentyhere

tochewonandrelish foravid fansof
politicalnonfiction.

Thewritingisbeautifullywrought,
displayinganovelist’saptitudeformakinga
phraseringandanimagelambent.For
instance, thepassagedescribingthe
demolitionoftheBabri
Masjidisamongthemost
visualandwell-voiced
I’vereadinyears,and
therearemanysuchfeats
ofwriting.

Alongwiththebig
picture, theauthorzooms
inontheindividual,
pointsouthismissteps
anddeviousness,
doublespeakand
opportunism,indetail
andinrefreshinglyfrank
terms.Theauthor’saim,
werealise, is tosee
throughthepersonaof
thepoet-politiciandown
tothechameleonic
person.Vajpayeethe
politician,wearetold,
was“(o)nedaya
moderate, thenextday
soundinglikeahardliner,
onedayarguingfor
pluralism,thenextdayharkingtoHindu
sentiments”.Atanotherplace,weseethis:
“All throughhis life,Vajpayee... showedhe
lackedthestrengthofcharactertoact
againstwrong,butstillhadthesensitivityto
beashamedabouthisownfailings”.

Vajpayee’smotivationsare
incisivelydelineated:hisquest for
power, themoralcostbedamned;his
obsessionwithJawaharlalNehru
andhisdescendants, Indiraand
RajivGandhi;hiscontradictionsand
paradoxes,namelyhisallegianceto
hisparentorganisation, the
RashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh
(RSS),andalsohisstoking“Hindu
nationalismtryingtooperatewithin

theconstraintsofdemocracy”.
WeareshownhowVajpayeecontributed

tohis imageasa“goodmaninbad
company”, thebadcompanybeingthe
SanghParivar inthefewdecadesfollowing
themurderofGandhiji;andhowVajpayee
wasthe“friendtoall,enemytonone”,a
bridgebuilder indispensableinBJP’s
coalitionera.Wearepresenteda
psychologicalandsocialmapofhis
conflicts, internalandexternal,atbeing
describedasamukhautaormaskofa
“moderate”fortheSangh.It’saninsightful

accountofhis internalstruggles,which
evidentlyweremonumental.

Asaperson,Vajpayeecomesacrossas
unconventionaltosaytheleast.Vajpayee
said,“Iamabachelor,notabrahmachari.”
What’smore, ifyouthinkyou’veconsumed
all thewritingandmoviesthereareabout
lovetriangles,wait tillyoulearnhereabout
Vajpayee’sdomesticarrangement.No
spoilers,but imaginethetormentsthat

afflictedVajpayee’sparent
organisation, theRSS,as it
cametotermswithhim.We
arealsotoldofhis loveof
goodfoodingeneraland
specificallymeatand
alcohol,convivial
company,andthepublic
stage.Theauthorexplains
all thisasthetraitsofabon
vivantandabohemian.
Alongtheway,weget
insights intoVajpayee’s
relationshipswithmentors
andcolleaguesintheRSS,
andcolleaguesintheBJP,
includingLKAdvani,
Modiandothers.Weare
providedbriefportraitsof
theseleadersaswell.

Thebooktellsusso
much,butmissesa
crucialdetail. Iam
remindedofAmitShah’s
announcementin2019that

theNationalRegisterofCitizenswouldbe
compiled.TheNRCwasenabledin2003by
anActofaBJPgovernmentunderVajpayee
withtheconsentoftheopposition,chieflythe
Congressparty.

TheVajpayeeadministrationadded
Section14AtotheCitizenshipActthat
empoweredthegovernmenttoissuea
“national identitycard”registering“every
citizenofIndia”,andto“maintaina
NationalRegisterofIndianCitizens”.Surely
Vajpayeehadfathomedtheimplications?
AndtheVajpayee-Advani-ledgovernment
apparentlyframedrulesfordrawingup
localregistersofcitizensthat,amongother
things,allowedpeopletocomplainthat
theirneighbourswereillegalmigrants,at
whichpointtheaccusedwouldbepresumed
guiltyoftheallegedoffenceandhavetoprove
theircitizenship.Thisvisionofasocietyin
whichpeoplesuspecteachotherhasRSSor
otherSanghoutfitswrittenallover it;
Vajpayeeprobablyaccommodatedthem.
Yetthe2003amendmentdoesnotfinda
mentioninthebook. Inanotherwise
splendidlywroughtbook, this isamajor
flaw;thisepisodemighthaveforceda
radicalandmorescathingreappraisalof
Vajpayee,whichmighthaveledtheauthor
toadifferentbook.

NITINKUMAR
Firozabad,18February

“Iwill vote for change.”
ThatiswhatMoham-
mad Shafeeq, a ban-

glemakerofFirozabad, says
he will do on Sunday when
the third phase of polling is
held inUttarPradesh.

What may sound as an
oft-cited,clichedexpression
isanchoredinurgent,imme-
diate concerns.

Askedwhatchangemea-
ns to him, the 22-year-old
first-time voter says: “Good
workingconditions,medical
facilities and better wages.”

Not just Shafeeq, but
many others working at the
unit where he’s employed,
KohinoorBangleIndustries,
will vote for the samecause.

ThedistrictofFirozabad,
known as the glassmaking
hub of India, employs over
20,000 workers in its 7,874
registered industrial units,
according to the state gov-
ernment’s Department of
MSME and Export Promo-
tion website. A majority of
these units are bangle man-
ufacturing factories, which
produce over 80 per cent of
all utility glass products for
India’sdomesticmarket.

For workers engaged in
glassmanufacturing,besides
lowwagesandlackofhealth-
care facilities, closureof fac-
tories in the region is one of
themajor reasons forworry.

“Over 100 factories have
closedoperationsinthepast
fouryears,leavingthousands
without livelihood. People
are ready to work here at
1,400Celsiusdegrees(rough-
ly the temperature at which
glass gets moulded) for just
~200 a day,” says Shankar
Singh, 45, a factory worker.

Citingthehealthhazards
resulting from it, he adds,

“Everyonehastodieoneday.
But we are dying every day,
inhaling toxic fumes while
our hands pick and mould
gleaming
bangles.”

Accordingto
insiders, about
90 per cent of
the district’s
workingpopula-
tionisdirectlyor
indirectlylinked
to the bangle
industry.When-
ever a factory
shutsoperation,
thecost of labourdecreases.
The rising cost of raw mate-
rials and labour, and lack of
aid from the government
result in factory owners
exploitingworkersbypaying
them low wages, they add.

The Covid-19 lockdown
andtheeconomicslowdown
that followed worsened the
conditions forworkers.

Irfan Khan, 21, a second-
generation worker who lost
his father to tuberculosis,
says hiswages havenot inc-
reased in thepast five years.

“Every day is a struggle for
survival. If there are more
workers lookingforemploy-
ment, on a rare day one

might agree to
work for ~100,
which I used to
getwhenIstart-
ed in2014.

“Wearewor-
king for 8-10
hoursdailywith
chemicals and
toxic gases, but
get no medical
attention. I fear
meeting a simi-

larfateasmyfather,”hesays.
The combinationof che-

micals, heat and glass poses
serioushealthrisksforwork-
ers.“Mostpeopledieoftube-
rculosis or other fatal infec-
tions of the lungs and chest
due to the toxic gases,” says
Chandar Pal, a local doctor.

For women workers, the
situation isonlyworse.

Marzina, a 42-year-old
widow,workswith600men
inafactory.Shegetspaid30-
40 per cent less than her
malecolleagues, justenough

forherselfandherthreechil-
dren to live with dignity. “I
don’t get a widow pension.
The government only gives
food. I work to givemy chil-
dren better education and
life so they don’t end up
workinghere,” she says.

Asked why factories are
shutting operations in UP,
Khalid Naseer, the owner of
KohinoorBangle industries,
saysthatinthepastfiveyears
the price of natural gas has
almostdoubledfrom~17per
standard cubic metre. Also,
up to 18 per cent goods and
servicestaxonrawmaterials
and the increase in labour
cost is breaking the back of
this industry,he says.

“The day is not far when
glass bangles will only be
relicsifthegovernmentcon-
tinues to turn a blind eye to
thisindustry.Peopleareclos-
ingfactoriesbecauseworkers
protest demanding high
wages, but if we increase
productcostbuyersprotest.”

In 2018, the UP govern-
ment launchedtheOneDis-
trict One Product (ODOP)
scheme to support various
stakeholders on financial,
technical and managerial
fronts. Factory owners say
the government brought in
ODOP to promote local ind-
ustries,butadditsexecution
hasn’t beenaspromising.

Alleging that the ODOP
scheme in Firozabad has
been a failure , former CM
and Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav recently
promisedanewglass city in
the district if his party
formedthegovernmentafter
the Assembly election. “If a
newglasshubisrequiredfor
thedevelopmentofthestate,
we will build a new glass
industry,”Yadavhadsaid.

But until the glass city
gets a revamp or aid for its
glasswareindustries,Firoza-
bad with its population of
approximately two million
will be a shadow of its past.

ThemanyfacesofVajpayee
AbiographyofIndia’sfirstnon-CongressPMtoservea
fulltermoffersaninsightfulandengrossingnarrative

City of bangle makers
looks for change
AsFirozabadgoestopollsonSunday,glassworkers
seekbetterconditions,higherwagesandhealthcare
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“It’sweird,no?”thefaceattheother
endofthescreensays.“It’sstrange
todothislookingintoadevice.”

Anditis.Moreso,consideringthelast
timeKidambiSrikanthandIsatdownfor
aninterview,itwasacrossfromeach
other,inperson,inahotelroominDelhi.
Thiswaslate2017,whenSrikanthbecame
onlythefourthpersoninbadminton
historytowinfourBWFSuperSeriestitles
inoneyear—afeatthatisasrareasitis
difficult.Afewmonthson,hewentonto
becometheWorldNo1—anotherfirstfor
amaleIndianshuttler.Itseemsalifetime
awaybutSrikanthremembers—the
interviewitselfvaguely,thephenomenal
yearfondly.

Sincethentherehasbeenachurn.Du-
ringthatsupremelytaxingandprofitable
season,Srikanthsufferedwhatbecamea
seriesofunfortunateinjuries,alossof
formwheninrecovery,andasubsequent
slideintherankings,allofwhichmeant
frombeingashoo-incontenderfora
medal,hesoonbecameaplayerdesperate
togettherankingpointstoqualifyforthe
Olympicslastyear.Andhemaywellhave,
despiteallofit,ifithadn’tbeenforCovid-
19.Thepandemicmeantmultiple
tournamentswerecancelled,leavinghim
withveryfewtoperformwellintogetthe
pointsrequired.Despitealltherecords
andthefirstsachievedintheOlympic
cycle,heendedupmissingoutonthe
TokyoOlympicsitself.

Itislatemorning,andwearebanding
togetherforbrunch.Me:athomein
Giridih,Jharkhand,withoats,fruitsand
coffee.He:inhisroominHyderabad,
avoidingeatingatthisrandomhour(it’s
around10am)becausehe’sonastrict
schedule.Nonetheless,hecasuallysips
onaglassofmilk.

Thisnonchalanceisn’tputon;itisall
forreal.KidambiSrikanthrefusestoget
emotionallydrawnout.In2017,whenona
roll,herefusedtocelebratehisachieve-
mentstoohard.And,intheaftermath,he
hasrefusedtodrowninmisery.“Itwas
toughmissingoutontheOlympics,of
course,”Srikanthsays.“ButI’velearntto
notdwellonthingsthathavepassed.”
Thoseclosetohim,hisbrotherKNanda-
gopalandhischildhoodfriendscameto-
gether,expectinghimtoturninward,but
hedidn’t.Post-Tokyo,asthebadminton
seasonputitselfbacktogether,Srikanth
playedtournamentsregularly,hoping
thathe’dbeingoodformleadingintothe

WorldChampionships—andthenalmost
didn’tgetthere,unabletosecureavisatill
threedaysbeforetheeventbegan.

“That’sonelessonIthinkIhavelearnt.
Andmaybethispandemichasenhanced
it.Youcan’tcontroleverything,butwhat
youcan,youshould.Ijustwantedto
play…takeitonematchatatime,”saysthe
29-year-old,smilinggently.Thechoiceof
wordsisdeliberate.It’sathletetropebut
hereitmeansmore.Whenexpectations
fizzleout,whathappenstodesire?
Itseemedlessaquestionofsportsthan
azenkoan:Whatisthesoundofone
handclapping?

InSrikanth’scase,thisisperhapshis
bestbeing.Whenhethinksless,hedoes
more.Andafterallthelows,therehave
beenhighs.

InDecember2021,hewenttoSpain
expectingnothing,onlytobecomethe
firstIndianmantowinsilverattheBWF
WorldChampionships.Andthen,from
thathigh,againtheunexpected.Hewas
backinHyderabadnotoutofchoice,for-
cedtopulloutoftheIndiaOpen(atourn-
amenthelovesplaying)havingtested
positiveforCovid-19,andthenpullingout
oftheSyedModiInternationaltogive
himselftimetorecover.Youcan’tcontrol
everything,butwhatyoucan,youshould.

Andwhatyoucan,arethebasics.
Train,eat,recoverandrepeat.Athletesare

incrediblynit-pickyabouttheirroutines,
especiallywhenitcomestotheirdiets.
Theirbodies,afterall,aren’tjustvesselsof
consciousnessbut,quiteliterally,vehicles
ofgain—butevenamongthem,India’s
badmintonspecialistsareastepapart.I’d
metPVSindhuwhenshewasateenager,
freshoffwinningherfirstWorld
Championshipbronze,andatthetime,
she’dprofessedaloveforice-creamandin
thesamebreathadmittedshehadn’t
eatenoneinmonths.Shesatacrossthe
table,watchingmegorgeonHyderabadi
biryaniforwelloveranhour.Ifshewas
tortured,shedidn’tshowit.

Srikanthisabitdifferent.“Idon’thave
afavouritefood…Ilikehome-cooked
food,Iguess,”hesays.Hisbreakfast
(home-cookeddosaandchutney)iseaten
beforehegoesforearlymorningtraining,
andhealmostentirelyfollowsthroughon
home-cookedfoodwhennotin
competition.Whenincompetition,things
change,thoughnotdrastically.

“Tobehonest,thisbiobubble,being
stuckinhotelrooms,doesn’tbotherme
much,”hesays.Whatheadmittedlydoes
missisgoingouttoeatindifferentcities
heplaysatacrosstheglobe.Andwhilehis
tasteinfooditselfvariesverylittle,it
allowshimtotakeinandabsorbcultures.

Butallthingsarerelative.Discomfort
most.Srikanth,whileaworld-class
athlete,isalsodeeplyconnectedtohis
rootsinGuntur(AndhraPradesh)andis
awareofthedevastationthepandemic
haswreakedonsmallcommunities.“I’m
luckytogettodowhatIdo,”hesayssoftly.
“IfeverIdoubtthecardsI’vebeendealt,all
Ihavetodoisthinkabouteveryoneelse
whodoesn’thavethis.”

Thisisanoftenoverlookedprivilegeof
Indiansport.Manyathleteshaverecently
admittedtorealisingit.Despitetheoften
haphazardandsomewhatunderfunded
grassrootsapparatus,infrastructureand
facilitieshavesurvived.Sponsorshipsand
fundinghavenotdriedupentirely.

Evenwhenthingsarefallingaround
youandunpredictabilityreigns,youknow
thatyourtrainingfacilitiesarestillaround
waitingforyoutoreturn.

“It’soneofthebenefitsofthecentre
(PullelaGopichand’sbadmintonacademy
thatservesasatrainingbaseforalmostall
ofIndia’stopshuttlers)thatit’savailableto
usallthetime,”Srikanthsays.“Weknow
thatveryfewpeoplewillgothere,and
thosethatdoarecolleaguesand
teammates…sowearesafe.”Another
longsipofthemilkfollows.

Withdrawalfromthetwobighome
badmintoneventsmeansthatIndian
badminton’sreluctantprincehasyettobe
serenadedproperly.Butforthemanwho
playedwithoutexpectationsandrefuses
togetdrownedbyothers’,thislatestriseis
narrativeflow.Upanddownandupagain.
Fornow,he’shappytotakeitasitgoes.

“Itisgoodtoplan,”hesays,“butitis
importanttotakethingsastheygo.
Everythingelsewillfollow.”Thatisthe
soundofonehandclapping.

BRUNCHWITHBS > KIDAMBI SRIKANTH BADMINTONPLAYER

Stoic shuttler
The first Indianmantowinsilverat theBWF
WorldChampionships, Srikanthhas seen
dizzyingheightsanddeep lows.Hechooses to
beunperturbedby theebbandflowof life,
writesVaibhavRaghunandan
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SUHIT KELKAR

Inrecentyears,wehavebeenseeinga
numberofhigh-profilereleasesof
biographiesofpoliticiansassociatedwith
theSanghParivar.Thesebooksseemto
staketheirsubject’sclaimtouncle-of-the-
nationhood,as if toofferSanghialternatives
totheGandhi-Nehrus. Insodoing, it’snot
thatfactsarealwaysmassaged;more
usually,calamitousactionsaremade
palatablethroughgenerousandglowing
interpretationsofmotivesorcontexts.The
idea, Isuppose, is towriteanIndian
historicalnarrativethat is, ifnotentirely
Congress-mukt,at leastoneinwhich
CongressfiguresarediminishedandSanghi
characters inflated.

It is inthisclimatethat journalistand
novelistSagarikaGhosehaswrittenAtal
BihariVajpayee,abiography.Straightoff,
shetellsussheisaliberal.Theideaofa
liberalassessingthelifeofright-wingerAtal
BihariVajpayee, thefirstnon-Congressman
toserveafull termasprimeministerof
India,raisesourexpectationsofgettinga
bookthat inclinesnottowardsPRbut
critique. Inthis, thebooksucceeds,andhas
manycrucial insightsdeliveredinan
engrossingnarrative—butwithoneflaw
toomassivetooverlook.

ThebookshowsVajpayee’s riseasa
charismaticyouthpoliticianof theSangh
toParliamentarianandfinally India’s
primeminister, a trajectory thatalso
broughtHinduright-wingpolitics to
mainstreamrespectability, and turned the
partyheco-founded, the
BharatiyaJanataParty (BJP), into
aseriouscontenderonRaisina
Hill.Hismosthigh-profile
achievementsand failuresone
expects to readarepresent invivid
colour—his soaringcareer taking
theBJP tosuccess,hisdoggedand
determined tenureasan
oppositionpolitician,hisascent to
thepremiership,his
unprecedentedattemptsatpeacewith
Pakistan; also,hisopportunistically riding
theRamMandirmovementanddirectly
abetting the rathyatra (and, therefore,
indirectly theBabridemolition that
devastatedcommunal relations).Also,his
fiascoofa 13-daygovernment,his inept
handlingofnational security issues right
fromthehijackof IndianAirlines’ IC814 to
thedampsquibcalledOperation
Parakram, tohis swaying readilywith the
breeze thatboostedNarendraModi
after theGujarat riots.There isplentyhere

tochewonandrelish foravid fansof
politicalnonfiction.

Thewritingisbeautifullywrought,
displayinganovelist’saptitudeformakinga
phraseringandanimagelambent.For
instance, thepassagedescribingthe
demolitionoftheBabri
Masjidisamongthemost
visualandwell-voiced
I’vereadinyears,and
therearemanysuchfeats
ofwriting.

Alongwiththebig
picture, theauthorzooms
inontheindividual,
pointsouthismissteps
anddeviousness,
doublespeakand
opportunism,indetail
andinrefreshinglyfrank
terms.Theauthor’saim,
werealise, is tosee
throughthepersonaof
thepoet-politiciandown
tothechameleonic
person.Vajpayeethe
politician,wearetold,
was“(o)nedaya
moderate, thenextday
soundinglikeahardliner,
onedayarguingfor
pluralism,thenextdayharkingtoHindu
sentiments”.Atanotherplace,weseethis:
“All throughhis life,Vajpayee... showedhe
lackedthestrengthofcharactertoact
againstwrong,butstillhadthesensitivityto
beashamedabouthisownfailings”.

Vajpayee’smotivationsare
incisivelydelineated:hisquest for
power, themoralcostbedamned;his
obsessionwithJawaharlalNehru
andhisdescendants, Indiraand
RajivGandhi;hiscontradictionsand
paradoxes,namelyhisallegianceto
hisparentorganisation, the
RashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh
(RSS),andalsohisstoking“Hindu
nationalismtryingtooperatewithin

theconstraintsofdemocracy”.
WeareshownhowVajpayeecontributed

tohis imageasa“goodmaninbad
company”, thebadcompanybeingthe
SanghParivar inthefewdecadesfollowing
themurderofGandhiji;andhowVajpayee
wasthe“friendtoall,enemytonone”,a
bridgebuilder indispensableinBJP’s
coalitionera.Wearepresenteda
psychologicalandsocialmapofhis
conflicts, internalandexternal,atbeing
describedasamukhautaormaskofa
“moderate”fortheSangh.It’saninsightful

accountofhis internalstruggles,which
evidentlyweremonumental.

Asaperson,Vajpayeecomesacrossas
unconventionaltosaytheleast.Vajpayee
said,“Iamabachelor,notabrahmachari.”
What’smore, ifyouthinkyou’veconsumed
all thewritingandmoviesthereareabout
lovetriangles,wait tillyoulearnhereabout
Vajpayee’sdomesticarrangement.No
spoilers,but imaginethetormentsthat

afflictedVajpayee’sparent
organisation, theRSS,as it
cametotermswithhim.We
arealsotoldofhis loveof
goodfoodingeneraland
specificallymeatand
alcohol,convivial
company,andthepublic
stage.Theauthorexplains
all thisasthetraitsofabon
vivantandabohemian.
Alongtheway,weget
insights intoVajpayee’s
relationshipswithmentors
andcolleaguesintheRSS,
andcolleaguesintheBJP,
includingLKAdvani,
Modiandothers.Weare
providedbriefportraitsof
theseleadersaswell.

Thebooktellsusso
much,butmissesa
crucialdetail. Iam
remindedofAmitShah’s
announcementin2019that

theNationalRegisterofCitizenswouldbe
compiled.TheNRCwasenabledin2003by
anActofaBJPgovernmentunderVajpayee
withtheconsentoftheopposition,chieflythe
Congressparty.

TheVajpayeeadministrationadded
Section14AtotheCitizenshipActthat
empoweredthegovernmenttoissuea
“national identitycard”registering“every
citizenofIndia”,andto“maintaina
NationalRegisterofIndianCitizens”.Surely
Vajpayeehadfathomedtheimplications?
AndtheVajpayee-Advani-ledgovernment
apparentlyframedrulesfordrawingup
localregistersofcitizensthat,amongother
things,allowedpeopletocomplainthat
theirneighbourswereillegalmigrants,at
whichpointtheaccusedwouldbepresumed
guiltyoftheallegedoffenceandhavetoprove
theircitizenship.Thisvisionofasocietyin
whichpeoplesuspecteachotherhasRSSor
otherSanghoutfitswrittenallover it;
Vajpayeeprobablyaccommodatedthem.
Yetthe2003amendmentdoesnotfinda
mentioninthebook. Inanotherwise
splendidlywroughtbook, this isamajor
flaw;thisepisodemighthaveforceda
radicalandmorescathingreappraisalof
Vajpayee,whichmighthaveledtheauthor
toadifferentbook.

NITINKUMAR
Firozabad,18February

“Iwill vote for change.”
ThatiswhatMoham-
mad Shafeeq, a ban-

glemakerofFirozabad, says
he will do on Sunday when
the third phase of polling is
held inUttarPradesh.

What may sound as an
oft-cited,clichedexpression
isanchoredinurgent,imme-
diate concerns.

Askedwhatchangemea-
ns to him, the 22-year-old
first-time voter says: “Good
workingconditions,medical
facilities and better wages.”

Not just Shafeeq, but
many others working at the
unit where he’s employed,
KohinoorBangleIndustries,
will vote for the samecause.

ThedistrictofFirozabad,
known as the glassmaking
hub of India, employs over
20,000 workers in its 7,874
registered industrial units,
according to the state gov-
ernment’s Department of
MSME and Export Promo-
tion website. A majority of
these units are bangle man-
ufacturing factories, which
produce over 80 per cent of
all utility glass products for
India’sdomesticmarket.

For workers engaged in
glassmanufacturing,besides
lowwagesandlackofhealth-
care facilities, closureof fac-
tories in the region is one of
themajor reasons forworry.

“Over 100 factories have
closedoperationsinthepast
fouryears,leavingthousands
without livelihood. People
are ready to work here at
1,400Celsiusdegrees(rough-
ly the temperature at which
glass gets moulded) for just
~200 a day,” says Shankar
Singh, 45, a factory worker.

Citingthehealthhazards
resulting from it, he adds,

“Everyonehastodieoneday.
But we are dying every day,
inhaling toxic fumes while
our hands pick and mould
gleaming
bangles.”

Accordingto
insiders, about
90 per cent of
the district’s
workingpopula-
tionisdirectlyor
indirectlylinked
to the bangle
industry.When-
ever a factory
shutsoperation,
thecost of labourdecreases.
The rising cost of raw mate-
rials and labour, and lack of
aid from the government
result in factory owners
exploitingworkersbypaying
them low wages, they add.

The Covid-19 lockdown
andtheeconomicslowdown
that followed worsened the
conditions forworkers.

Irfan Khan, 21, a second-
generation worker who lost
his father to tuberculosis,
says hiswages havenot inc-
reased in thepast five years.

“Every day is a struggle for
survival. If there are more
workers lookingforemploy-
ment, on a rare day one

might agree to
work for ~100,
which I used to
getwhenIstart-
ed in2014.

“Wearewor-
king for 8-10
hoursdailywith
chemicals and
toxic gases, but
get no medical
attention. I fear
meeting a simi-

larfateasmyfather,”hesays.
The combinationof che-

micals, heat and glass poses
serioushealthrisksforwork-
ers.“Mostpeopledieoftube-
rculosis or other fatal infec-
tions of the lungs and chest
due to the toxic gases,” says
Chandar Pal, a local doctor.

For women workers, the
situation isonlyworse.

Marzina, a 42-year-old
widow,workswith600men
inafactory.Shegetspaid30-
40 per cent less than her
malecolleagues, justenough

forherselfandherthreechil-
dren to live with dignity. “I
don’t get a widow pension.
The government only gives
food. I work to givemy chil-
dren better education and
life so they don’t end up
workinghere,” she says.

Asked why factories are
shutting operations in UP,
Khalid Naseer, the owner of
KohinoorBangle industries,
saysthatinthepastfiveyears
the price of natural gas has
almostdoubledfrom~17per
standard cubic metre. Also,
up to 18 per cent goods and
servicestaxonrawmaterials
and the increase in labour
cost is breaking the back of
this industry,he says.

“The day is not far when
glass bangles will only be
relicsifthegovernmentcon-
tinues to turn a blind eye to
thisindustry.Peopleareclos-
ingfactoriesbecauseworkers
protest demanding high
wages, but if we increase
productcostbuyersprotest.”

In 2018, the UP govern-
ment launchedtheOneDis-
trict One Product (ODOP)
scheme to support various
stakeholders on financial,
technical and managerial
fronts. Factory owners say
the government brought in
ODOP to promote local ind-
ustries,butadditsexecution
hasn’t beenaspromising.

Alleging that the ODOP
scheme in Firozabad has
been a failure , former CM
and Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav recently
promisedanewglass city in
the district if his party
formedthegovernmentafter
the Assembly election. “If a
newglasshubisrequiredfor
thedevelopmentofthestate,
we will build a new glass
industry,”Yadavhadsaid.

But until the glass city
gets a revamp or aid for its
glasswareindustries,Firoza-
bad with its population of
approximately two million
will be a shadow of its past.

ThemanyfacesofVajpayee
AbiographyofIndia’sfirstnon-CongressPMtoservea
fulltermoffersaninsightfulandengrossingnarrative

City of bangle makers
looks for change
AsFirozabadgoestopollsonSunday,glassworkers
seekbetterconditions,higherwagesandhealthcare
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“It’sweird,no?”thefaceattheother
endofthescreensays.“It’sstrange
todothislookingintoadevice.”

Anditis.Moreso,consideringthelast
timeKidambiSrikanthandIsatdownfor
aninterview,itwasacrossfromeach
other,inperson,inahotelroominDelhi.
Thiswaslate2017,whenSrikanthbecame
onlythefourthpersoninbadminton
historytowinfourBWFSuperSeriestitles
inoneyear—afeatthatisasrareasitis
difficult.Afewmonthson,hewentonto
becometheWorldNo1—anotherfirstfor
amaleIndianshuttler.Itseemsalifetime
awaybutSrikanthremembers—the
interviewitselfvaguely,thephenomenal
yearfondly.

Sincethentherehasbeenachurn.Du-
ringthatsupremelytaxingandprofitable
season,Srikanthsufferedwhatbecamea
seriesofunfortunateinjuries,alossof
formwheninrecovery,andasubsequent
slideintherankings,allofwhichmeant
frombeingashoo-incontenderfora
medal,hesoonbecameaplayerdesperate
togettherankingpointstoqualifyforthe
Olympicslastyear.Andhemaywellhave,
despiteallofit,ifithadn’tbeenforCovid-
19.Thepandemicmeantmultiple
tournamentswerecancelled,leavinghim
withveryfewtoperformwellintogetthe
pointsrequired.Despitealltherecords
andthefirstsachievedintheOlympic
cycle,heendedupmissingoutonthe
TokyoOlympicsitself.

Itislatemorning,andwearebanding
togetherforbrunch.Me:athomein
Giridih,Jharkhand,withoats,fruitsand
coffee.He:inhisroominHyderabad,
avoidingeatingatthisrandomhour(it’s
around10am)becausehe’sonastrict
schedule.Nonetheless,hecasuallysips
onaglassofmilk.

Thisnonchalanceisn’tputon;itisall
forreal.KidambiSrikanthrefusestoget
emotionallydrawnout.In2017,whenona
roll,herefusedtocelebratehisachieve-
mentstoohard.And,intheaftermath,he
hasrefusedtodrowninmisery.“Itwas
toughmissingoutontheOlympics,of
course,”Srikanthsays.“ButI’velearntto
notdwellonthingsthathavepassed.”
Thoseclosetohim,hisbrotherKNanda-
gopalandhischildhoodfriendscameto-
gether,expectinghimtoturninward,but
hedidn’t.Post-Tokyo,asthebadminton
seasonputitselfbacktogether,Srikanth
playedtournamentsregularly,hoping
thathe’dbeingoodformleadingintothe

WorldChampionships—andthenalmost
didn’tgetthere,unabletosecureavisatill
threedaysbeforetheeventbegan.

“That’sonelessonIthinkIhavelearnt.
Andmaybethispandemichasenhanced
it.Youcan’tcontroleverything,butwhat
youcan,youshould.Ijustwantedto
play…takeitonematchatatime,”saysthe
29-year-old,smilinggently.Thechoiceof
wordsisdeliberate.It’sathletetropebut
hereitmeansmore.Whenexpectations
fizzleout,whathappenstodesire?
Itseemedlessaquestionofsportsthan
azenkoan:Whatisthesoundofone
handclapping?

InSrikanth’scase,thisisperhapshis
bestbeing.Whenhethinksless,hedoes
more.Andafterallthelows,therehave
beenhighs.

InDecember2021,hewenttoSpain
expectingnothing,onlytobecomethe
firstIndianmantowinsilverattheBWF
WorldChampionships.Andthen,from
thathigh,againtheunexpected.Hewas
backinHyderabadnotoutofchoice,for-
cedtopulloutoftheIndiaOpen(atourn-
amenthelovesplaying)havingtested
positiveforCovid-19,andthenpullingout
oftheSyedModiInternationaltogive
himselftimetorecover.Youcan’tcontrol
everything,butwhatyoucan,youshould.

Andwhatyoucan,arethebasics.
Train,eat,recoverandrepeat.Athletesare

incrediblynit-pickyabouttheirroutines,
especiallywhenitcomestotheirdiets.
Theirbodies,afterall,aren’tjustvesselsof
consciousnessbut,quiteliterally,vehicles
ofgain—butevenamongthem,India’s
badmintonspecialistsareastepapart.I’d
metPVSindhuwhenshewasateenager,
freshoffwinningherfirstWorld
Championshipbronze,andatthetime,
she’dprofessedaloveforice-creamandin
thesamebreathadmittedshehadn’t
eatenoneinmonths.Shesatacrossthe
table,watchingmegorgeonHyderabadi
biryaniforwelloveranhour.Ifshewas
tortured,shedidn’tshowit.

Srikanthisabitdifferent.“Idon’thave
afavouritefood…Ilikehome-cooked
food,Iguess,”hesays.Hisbreakfast
(home-cookeddosaandchutney)iseaten
beforehegoesforearlymorningtraining,
andhealmostentirelyfollowsthroughon
home-cookedfoodwhennotin
competition.Whenincompetition,things
change,thoughnotdrastically.

“Tobehonest,thisbiobubble,being
stuckinhotelrooms,doesn’tbotherme
much,”hesays.Whatheadmittedlydoes
missisgoingouttoeatindifferentcities
heplaysatacrosstheglobe.Andwhilehis
tasteinfooditselfvariesverylittle,it
allowshimtotakeinandabsorbcultures.

Butallthingsarerelative.Discomfort
most.Srikanth,whileaworld-class
athlete,isalsodeeplyconnectedtohis
rootsinGuntur(AndhraPradesh)andis
awareofthedevastationthepandemic
haswreakedonsmallcommunities.“I’m
luckytogettodowhatIdo,”hesayssoftly.
“IfeverIdoubtthecardsI’vebeendealt,all
Ihavetodoisthinkabouteveryoneelse
whodoesn’thavethis.”

Thisisanoftenoverlookedprivilegeof
Indiansport.Manyathleteshaverecently
admittedtorealisingit.Despitetheoften
haphazardandsomewhatunderfunded
grassrootsapparatus,infrastructureand
facilitieshavesurvived.Sponsorshipsand
fundinghavenotdriedupentirely.

Evenwhenthingsarefallingaround
youandunpredictabilityreigns,youknow
thatyourtrainingfacilitiesarestillaround
waitingforyoutoreturn.

“It’soneofthebenefitsofthecentre
(PullelaGopichand’sbadmintonacademy
thatservesasatrainingbaseforalmostall
ofIndia’stopshuttlers)thatit’savailableto
usallthetime,”Srikanthsays.“Weknow
thatveryfewpeoplewillgothere,and
thosethatdoarecolleaguesand
teammates…sowearesafe.”Another
longsipofthemilkfollows.

Withdrawalfromthetwobighome
badmintoneventsmeansthatIndian
badminton’sreluctantprincehasyettobe
serenadedproperly.Butforthemanwho
playedwithoutexpectationsandrefuses
togetdrownedbyothers’,thislatestriseis
narrativeflow.Upanddownandupagain.
Fornow,he’shappytotakeitasitgoes.

“Itisgoodtoplan,”hesays,“butitis
importanttotakethingsastheygo.
Everythingelsewillfollow.”Thatisthe
soundofonehandclapping.

BRUNCHWITHBS > KIDAMBI SRIKANTH BADMINTONPLAYER

Stoic shuttler
The first Indianmantowinsilverat theBWF
WorldChampionships, Srikanthhas seen
dizzyingheightsanddeep lows.Hechooses to
beunperturbedby theebbandflowof life,
writesVaibhavRaghunandan

IL
LU
ST
RA
TI
O
N
:
B
IN
AY

SI
N
H
A

PHOTO: NITIN KUMAR

20 AHMEDABAD | 19 FEBRUARY 2022 1
>

ELECTION
WATCH
2022



8 Ü¹Ùª¤ |19 È¤ÚUßÚUè 2022 àæçÙßæÚU



8 ÖæðÂæÜ |19 È¤ÚUßÚUè 2022 àæçÙßæÚU



8 ×¢éÕ§ü |19 È¤ÚUßÚUè 2022 àæçÙßæÚU



8 ·¤æðÜ·¤æÌæ |19 È¤ÚUßÚUè 2022 àæçÙßæÚU



8 ¿¢ÇUè»É¸U |19 È¤ÚUßÚUè 2022 àæçÙßæÚU



8 Ù§ü çÎËÜè |19 È¤ÚUßÚUè 2022 àæçÙßæÚU



cebgyeF&, MeefveJeej efo. 19 hesâyeÇgJeejer 2022

www. pratahkal.com 3cegbyeF&

cegbyeF&, efo. 18 (ØeefleefveOeer) : Deb[jkeu[& [e@ve oeTo FyeÇeefnceÛee YeeT 
Fkeâyeeue keâemekeâj Ùeeuee F&[erves leeyÙeele Iesleues Deens. Ùeeveblej F&[erves lÙeeuee efkeMes<e 
heerSceSueS vÙeeÙeeueÙeele npej kesâues Demelee keâesše&ves Fkeäyeeue keâemekeâjuee 7 
efokemeeÛeer cnCepesÛe 25 HesâyeÇgkeejerheÙeËle F&[er keâes"[er efoueer Deens. FkeäyeeueÛes 
keefkeâue megueleeve Keeve Ùeebveer Fkeäyeeue ne Deveskeâ Deepeejebveer $emle Demetve keâmš[erle 
lÙeebvee kewÅeefkeâÙe Deew<eOe DeeefCe IejÛeb peskeCe osCÙeele Ùeekes. DeMeer ceeieCeer kesâueer. 

vÙeeÙeeueÙeeves lÙeeuee hejkeeveieer efoueer. ojcÙeeve vÙeeÙeeOeerMeebveer lÙeeuee heÇMve 
efkeÛeejues. me$e vÙeeÙeeOeerMe Sce peer osMeheeb[s Ùeebveer Fkeâyeeue keâemekeâjuee lÙeeÛeb veeke 
efkeÛeejuÙeeveblej F&[erÛÙee keâmš[erle keâener heÇe@yuesce Deens keâe, Demee heÇMve efkeÛeejuee. 
ÙeekesUer Fkeâyeeue keâemekeâjves veener Demes Gllej efoues. F&[erves Fkeâyeeue keâemekeâj 
ÙeeÛeer ÛeewkeâMeer keâjCÙeeÛeer hejkeeveieer osCÙeemee"er vÙeeÙeeueÙeele ÙeeefÛekeâe oeKeue 
kesâueer nesleer. Fkeäyeeue keâemekeâjuee "eCes heesefuemeebveer 2017 ceOÙes Keb[Ceer heÇkeâjCeer 

Deškeâ kesâueer nesleer. keâener ke<eeËhetkeer& "eCes heesefuemeebveer Fkeâyeeue keâemekeâj DeeefCe 
Deveerme FyeÇeefnce DeeefCe Flejebefke®æ efjkeâknjer heÇkeâjCeele iegvne oeKeue kesâuee neslee 
pÙeebÛeer keâeieohe$es F&[erves leeyÙeele Iesleueer Deensle. lÙeeveblej Fkeâyeeue keâemekeâjuee 
F&[erves leeyÙeele Iesleues. ojcÙeeve, oeTo FyeÇeefnce ceveer uee@efv[̂bie heÇkeâjCeele F&[erves 
DeeleeheÙeËle 6 peCeebÛes peyeeye veesbokeues Deensle. ÙeeÛe heÇkeâjCeer F&[erves 2 efyeu[jebvee 
mecevme hee"keues Demetve, lÙeebÛes peyeeyener veesbokeues peeCeej Deens.

jpeveerMe mes" 
jepÙeeÛes  

vekes heesefueme 
cenemebÛeeuekeâ

cegbyeF&, efo. 18 
(ØeefleefveOeer) : ceneje<š^ 
jepÙeeÛÙee heesefueme 
cenemebÛeeuekeâheoer jpeveerMe 
mes" ÙeebÛeer Deepe efveÙegòeâer 
keâjCÙeele Deeueer. Ùee 
DeeOeer mebpeÙe heeb[s 
ÙeebÛÙeekeâ[s heÇYeejer 
cenemebÛeeuekeâ heo nesles. 
jpeveerMe mes" 1988  
ye@ÛeÛes DeeÙeheerSme 
DeefOekeâejer Deensle. DeePeeo 
cewoeve obieueerÛÙee kesUer les 
cegbyeF&Ûes keâeÙeoe DeeefCe 
megkÙekemLee efkeYeeieeÛes 
menheesefueme DeeÙegòeâ nesles. 
les Heâesme& keve ceneje<š^eÛes 
heÇcegKe jeefnuesues Deensle. 
ie=n efkeYeeieeÛes heÇOeeve 
meefÛeke cnCetvener mes" 
Ùeebveer peyeeyeoejer 
meebYeeUuesueer Deens. lemesÛe 
les oesve ke<e&s cegbyeF&Ûes 
Deefleefjòeâ heesefueme 
DeeÙegòeâner nesles.

mebpeÙe heeb[s 
ÙeebÛÙeekeâ[s SefheÇue 2021 
heemetve jepÙeeÛÙee heesefueme 
cenemebÛeeuekeâ heoeÛee 
Deefleefjòeâ nbieeceer keâeÙe&Yeej 
meeshekeCÙeele Deeuee neslee. 
cee$e, heeb[s Ùeebvee Ùee 
heoeke™ve nškeekes DeeefCe 
lÙee peeieer keâeÙecemke™heer 
DeefOekeâeNÙeeÛeer efveÙegòeâer 
keâjekeer, DeMeer ceeieCeer 
cegbyeF& GÛÛe vÙeeÙeeueÙeele 
De@[. ollee ceeves Ùeebveer 
peveefnle ÙeeefÛekesâÉejs kesâueer 
nesleer. lÙeekejerue megveekeCeer 
ojcÙeeve vÙeeÙeeueÙeeves 
jepÙe mejkeâejkej leeMesjs 
Dees{ues nesles.

heesefueme cenemebÛeeuekeâ 
ns heo mekee&sÛÛe Demetve 
lÙeeÛeer efveÙegòeâer keâjCÙeeÛeer 
Skeâ heÇef›eâÙee Demeles. 
lÙeevegmeej 10 keefj… 
DeefOekeâeNÙeebÛeer veekes 
kesâbõerÙe ueeskeâmeskee 
DeeÙeesieekeâ[s hee"keekeer 
ueeieleele. ÙegheerSmemeer 
keâ[tve lÙeeleerue leerve keefj… 
DeefOekeâeNÙeebÛeer veekes 
heesefueme cenemebÛeeuekeâ 
heoemee"er efMeHeâejme kesâueer 
peeleele. 

lÙeeletve hetCe& kesU 
cenemebÛeeuekeâÛeer efveÙegòeâer 
nesles. ÙeeceOÙes nsceble 
veiejeUs, kesâ. kesbkeâšsMece, 
jpeveerMe mes" Ùee leerve 
keefj… DeefOekeâeNÙeebÛÙee 
veekeeÛeer efMeHeâejme 
keâjCÙeele Deeueer nesleer. 
lÙeeveblej jpeveerMe mes" 
ÙeebÛeer efveÙegòeâer keâjCÙeele 
Deeueer Deens.

cegbyeF&, efo. 18 (ØeefleefveOeer) : kesâbõerÙe 
ceb$eer veejeÙeCe jeCes Ùeebvee cegbyeF& ceneveiejheeefuekesâves 
lÙeebÛÙee pegnt ÙesLeerue yebieuÙeeÛeer heenCeer keâjCes 
DeeefCe yeskeâeÙeoe yeebOekeâeceeÛeer ceespeCeer 
keâjCÙeemeboYee&le veesšerme hee"keueer. Ùeeveblej 
ueiesÛeÛe veejeÙeCe jeCes Ùeebveer efšdkeš keâjle 
KeUyeUpevekeâ oekee kesâuee Deens. ceeleesßeerÛÙee 
ÛeewIeebkej F&[erÛeer veesšerme leÙeej DemeuÙeeÛes 
keâUeues, Demes jeCes Ùeebveer mhe<šheCes cnšues 
Deens.

 jeCes ÙeebÛÙee Ùee efšdkešcegUs efMekemesvee 
efke®æ veejeÙeCe jeCes ne mebIe<e& Deelee DeefOekeâ 
leerkeÇ nesCÙeeÛeer efÛevns efomele Deensle.

kesâbõerÙe ceb$eer veejeÙeCe jeCes Ùeebveer DeeheuÙee 
efšdkešceOÙes megMeebleefmebn jepehetle DeeefCe efoMee 
meeefueÙeve heÇkeâjCeebÛeener GuuesKe kesâuee Deens. Ùee 
oesvner heÇkeâjCeebÛeer Ûeewkeâmeer hegvne nesF&ue Demes 
veejeÙeCe jeCes Ùeebveer efšdkešceOÙes cnšues Deens. 

lemesÛe lÙeeveblej lÙeebveer ceeleesßeerÛÙee ÛeewIeebkej 
F&[erÛeer veesšerme leÙeej DemeuÙeeÛesner cnšues 
Deens. cee$e ns ÛeewIes keâesCe ÙeeÛee GuuesKe jeCes 

Ùeebveer DeeheuÙee efšdkešceOÙes kesâuesuee veener.
veejeÙeCe jeCes DeeheuÙee efšdkešceOÙes 

cnCeleele keâer, Keemeoej efkeveeÙekeâ jeTle 
ÙeebÛÙeemee"er Keeme yeeleceer. uekekeâjÛe 

megMeebleefmebie ke meecegoeefÙekeâ yeueelkeâej keâ™ve 
efleÛeer nlÙee kesâueer lÙee efoMee meeefueÙeve Ùee 
oesIeebÛeerner DeelcenlÙee vekns nlÙee Peeueer 
lÙeebÛeerner ÛeewkeâMeer hejle nesF&ue. Ske{sÛe veener lej 
ceeleesßeerÛÙee ÛeewIeebkej F&[erÛeer veesšerme leÙeej 
DemeuÙeeÛes keâUeues.

efMekemesvesÛes vesles, Keemeoej mebpeÙe jeTle 
Ùeebveer vegkeâleerÛe he$ekeâej heefj<eo IesTve Yeepehe 
vesles efkeâjerš meesceÙÙee DeeefCe Yeepehe veslÙeebkej 
Deejeshe keâjle nuuee Ûe{keuee neslee. lÙeeveblej 
kesâbõerÙe ceb$eer veejeÙeCe jeCes Ùeebveer he$ekeâej heefj<eo 
IesTve mebpeÙe jeTle ÙeebÛÙeekej šerkesâÛeer Pees[ 
G"keueer. 

Deelee cegbyeF& ceneheeefuekesâkeâ[tve jeCes Ùeebvee 
veesšerme yepeekeCÙeele DeeuÙeeveblej ne keeo 
DeefOekeâ efÛeIeUCeej DeMeer ÛeÛee& meg™ DemeleeveeÛe 
Deelee jeCes Ùeebveer efšdkeš keâjle ne vekee 
ieewhÙemHeâesš kesâuee Deens.

Fkeâyeeue keâemekeâjuee meele efokemeeÛeer F&[er keâes"[er

ceeleesßeerÛÙee ÛeewIeebkej F&[erÛeer veesšerme leÙeej
kesâbõerÙe ceb$eer veejeÙeCe jeCes ÙeebÛee KeUyeUpevekeâ oekee

अनु.
क्र. कर्जदार(रां)/ हमीदार(रां)चे नाव तारण मते्चे वण्जन(स्ावर मालमता) मागणी सूचना ददनांक 

आणणएनपीए ददनांकासह रककम
ताब्ाचा 
ददनांक

१ 
(कर्ज कोड क्र.००००२६६४)/ वसई 
शाखा), शंकर तरेो प्रसाद 
(कर्जदार), लीलावती शंकर प्रसाद 
(सह-कर्जदार) 

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका  
क्र. २०४, २ रा मरला, पंचतंत्र अपार्ज अडीदास 
कॉम्पलेकस मागे, सोपारा गाव िीलेमोरे, 
िालासोपारा-प, ठािे-४०१२०३

रु. ९५५७१२/- रुपये िऊ लक्ष 
पंचावनि हरार सातश ेबारा 
आणि शूनय पसेै मात्र
२३.०४.२०१८

१५.०२.२०२२

२
(कर्ज कोड क्र.०००२७९६३)/ मुंबई 
मेट्ो शाखा), शलेराववरयि 
(कर्जदार) पी आर ववरयि 
(सह-कर्जदार) 

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड- दकुाि 
क्र. ७, तळमरला, श्ी सागर सीएचएसएल, नयू 
पेट्ोलपंप समोर, साई बाबा िगर, मीरा भाई 
रोड, मीरा रोड पूव्ज ठािे महाराष्ट् ४०११०७ 

रु. १९४४९७४/-
रुपये एकोिीस लक्ष चवे चाळीस 
हरार िऊश ेचौऱयाहत्तर आणि 
शूनय पसेै मात्र १९.१२.२०१९ 

१५.०२.२०२२ 

३
(कर्ज कोड क्र.००००८४१५)/ िवी 
मुंबई शाखा), हहदेश भासकर पंत 
(कर्जदार) उषा भासकर पंत 
(सह-कर्जदार) 

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका 
क्र. ४०१ आणि ४ था मरला, सी ववगं मॅरथॉि  
िेकसरडाऊि, पडले गाव कलयाि शशल रोड, 
डोंबबवली पूव्ज ठािे महाराष्ट् - ४००७०६

रु. ३४३४९९७/- रुपये चौतीस 
लक्ष चौतीस हरार िऊश े
सतयांिव आणि शूनय पसेै मात्र 
कररता
१९.१२.२०१९ 

१६.०२.२०२२

४
(कर्ज कोड क्र.००००५४०५)/ वसई 
शाखा), ववलास बाळकृष्ि 
गोसावी (कर्जदार), सरसवती 
बाळकृष्ि गोसावी (सह-कर्जदार) 

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-बी/४०३, 
कारि-ए माजरहठयया पाक्ज , लोढा सकुल रवळ, 
आचोळे रोड, जरलहा-ठािे, िालासोपारा पूव्ज, 
ठािे-४०१२०९ 

रु. ५०२५९६७/- रुपये पनिास 
लक्ष पंचवीस हरार िऊश े
सदसूष्ठ आणि शूनय पसेै मात्र 
२१.०१.२०२०

१६.०२.२०२२

५
(कर्ज कोड क्र.०००३६५८५)/ मुंबई 
मेट्ो शाखा), समीर अशोक वमा्ज 
(कर्जदार), संगीता अशोक वमा्ज 
(सह-कर्जदार) 

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका 
क्र. पी-३, ४ था मरला, सतिम अवेनयू 
एिझडे ्पलॉर क्र. ४८/१०, हदवेकर सकवेर, 
रासिागरा बेकेरी, रठरपेठ अकोला, महाराष्ट् 
अकोला महाराष्ट् ४४४००१ 

रु. ५२४२८७८/-
रुपये बांवनि लक्ष बेचाळीस 
हरार आठश ेअठयाहत्तर 
आणि शूनय पसेै मात्र करीता 
२९.०४.२०२१

१६.०२.२०२२

६
(कर्ज कोड क्र.०००२५५९४)/ मुंबई 
मेट्ो शाखा), गलोरी 
छेळलापेरूमल (कर्जदार), रॉि 
पोिशसगं (सह-कर्जदार) 

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका 
 क्र. ४०, ५ वा मरला, बी ववगं, कावेरी, मुकंुद 
िगर सीएचएस, ओिरीसी रवळ आणि 
सुशमत्रा हॉरेल, सायि बांद्ा शलकं रोड, धारावी, 
मुंबई सबि्ज महाराष्ट् ४०००१७

रु. २२२४८६१/- रुपये बावीस 
लक्ष चौवीस हरार आठश े
एकसकष्ठ आणि शूनय पसेै 
मात्र करीता ०७.०५.२०२१

१६.०२.२०२२

७
(कर्ज कोड क्र. रीएचएि ३२६८७)/ 
ठािे- िौपाडा शाखा), ईशवर 
मोहिदास पोपरिी (कर्जदार) 

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका 
 क्र. १८०५, १८ वा मरला, माधव संकलप 
खडकपाडा आणि वसंत अप्रक कलयाि 
(पाजशचम) ठािे महाराष्ट् ४२१३०१ 

रु. ३१२८५११/- रुपये एकतीस 
लक्ष अठावीस हरार पाचश े
अकरा आणि शनूय पसेै मात्र 
करीता २४.०७.२०२१

१५.०२.२०२२

८
(कर्ज कोड क्र.००००१५००)/ मीरा 
भाईदर शाखा), संववओ ए  
माहर्जि (कर्जदार) पाऊल एलेकस 
माहर्जि (सह-कर्जदार) 

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका क्र. 
१०३, १ ला मरला, ववगं ए, ईमा क्र.३ रद्ाक्ष 
सीएचएसएल, सेकरर ४, पदमावती िगर 
बोलीर िाका, आगाशी रोड ववरार पाजशचम 
ठािे, महाराष्र ४०१३०३  

रु. २५४२१८६/- रुपये पंचवीस 
लक्ष बेचाळीस हरार  एकश े
सहाऐंशी आणि शूनय पसेै मात्र 
करीता १४.०६.२०२१

१७.०२.२०२२

९
(कर्ज कोड क्र.०००२४४८९)/ मुंबई 
मेट्ो शाखा), शांताराम भीमराव 
वाघचौरे (कर्जदार), संदेश 
भीमराव वाघचौरे (सह-कर्जदार) 

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका  
क्र. १०३,१ ला मरला, एच ववगं, ईमा क्र ४ 
रे. बी निवास, भालचंद् िगर आणि आर के 
निवास , चंडांसार रोड ववरार पूव्ज ठािे  
महाराष्ट् ४०१३०३ 

रु. १४१९५३१/-
रुपये चौदा लक्ष एकोिीस हरार 
पाचश ेएकतीस  आणि शूनय 
पसेै मात्र करीता २८.०६.२०२१

१६.०२.२०२२

१०

(कर्ज कोड क्र.००००४१९२)/ 
बोररवली शाखा), असलाम मोह 
मुजसलम असंारी (कर्जदार), 
शगुफता शदाब मोह असलाम 
असंारी (सह-कर्जदार) 

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका 
क्र. १, ७ वा मरला, ववगं २, दादासाहेब 
गायकवाड िगर सीएचएस (क्र.८) ली. कला 
ववदयालय समोर, मालाड पाजशचम, मुंबई 
सबि्ज, महाराष्ट् ४०००९५ 

रु. २४१७०८६/-
रुपये चौवीस लक्ष सतरा हरार 
सहाऐंशी आणि शूनय पसेै मात्र 
करीता २८.०६.२०२१

१६.०२.२०२२

११

(कर्ज कोड क्र.००००४१९१)/ वसई  
पूव्ज शाखा), मुकेश जरयाराम 
रेसवाल (कर्जदार), हिी 
जरयारांम रेसवाल   (सह-
कर्जदार) 

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका 
क्र.२०१, २ रा मरला, ए ववगं मुनिश 
अपार्जमेंर, गोकहहवारे गाव एअर इंडडया कॉलिी 
रवळ वसई पूव्ज ठािे महाराष्ट् ४०१२०८ 

रु. १८७०९२२/-
रुपये अठरा लक्ष सत्तर हरार 
िऊश ेबावीस आणि शूनय पसेै 
मात्र करीता 
२८.०६.२०२१

१५.०२.२०२२

१२
(कर्ज कोड क्र.००००५६७४)/ 
अबंरिाथ शाखा), वविय भासकर 
सरदार (कर्जदार), सरदार भासकर 
श्वि (सह-कर्जदार) 

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका क्र. 
३०३,३ रा मरला, वासतु प्रकाश सीएचएसएल, 
फातीमा हाय सकूल रवळ बदलापुर (प) ठािे 
महाराष्ट् ४२१५०४ 

रु. ८०६१०९/-
रुपये आठ लक्ष सहा हरार 
एकश ेिऊ आणि शूनय पसेै 
मात्र करीता  २३.०७.२०२१

१५.०२.२०२२

१३
(कर्ज कोड क्र.००००१९४०)/ 
बोईसर शाखा), हेमंत रामचंद् 
पारील (कर्जदार)

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका 
क्र. ००१/तळमरला, बलॉक तेंभोंड ेरोड, ववगं ई, 
ई ईमा रघुलीला कॉम्पलेकस, ्पलॉर क्र पालघर 
ठािे  महाराष्ट् ४०१४०४

रु. ५२८५८०/-
रुपये पाच लक्ष अठावीस हरार 
पाचश ेऐंशी आणि शूनय पसेै 
मात्र करीता. १०.०८.२०२१

१६.०२.२०२२

१४
(कर्ज कोड क्र.०००००७९८)/ 
बोररवली पजशचम शाखा), उमेश 
पांडुरंग पारील (कर्जदार)

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका 
क्र. १०१/१ ला मरला, ववगं िाही, ईमा: िाही, 
ओ ंगंगा सदि सीएचएसएल ्पलॉर क्र. िाही, 
बलॉक क्र: िाही, सरेर /सेकर. क्र/वॉड्ज. िाही, 
सववे क्र:४६२ शसल्वहर पाक्ज  समोर, मीरा भाईदर 
रोड, मीरा रोड पूव्ज, ठािे महाराष्ट् ४०११०७  

रु. २८४३४१७/- रुपये अठावीस 
लक्ष त्रचेाळीस हरार चारश े
सतरा आणि शूनय पसेै मात्र 
करीता १८.०८.२०२१

१६.०२.२०२२

१५
(कर्ज कोड क्र.००००११८४)/ अधेंरी 
शाखा), ववकास बाळकृष्ि राि 
(कर्जदार)  

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका 
 क्र. ११, तळमरला, ईमा क्र.१ई मालविी 
ओमंशसदधी वविायक सीएचएसएल मालविी  
बस डपेोरवळ, गायकवाड िगर, मालाड  
पजशचम, मुंबई सबि्ज, महाराष्ट् ४०००९५ 

रु. २३१८७३१/- रुपये तवेीस लक्ष 
अठरा हरार सातश ेएकतीस 
आणि शूनय पसेै मात्र करीता 
२३.०८.२०२१

१६.०२.२०२२

१६ 
(कर्ज कोड क्र.००००४७५०)/ 
कलयाि शाखा), मिोरकुमार 
संरय खरात (कर्जदार), संरय 
गुलाब खरात (सह-कर्जदार) 

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका 
 क्र. ७०३, ७ वा मरला, वप्रयम ववगं ए, पाठक  
रेशसडनसी, लोढा हेवहि मागे, शशरगाव 
बदलापूर पूव्ज ठािे, महाराष्ट् ४२१५०३  

रु. २९५४६४८/-
रुपये एकोितीस लक्ष चौपनि 
हरार सहाश ेअठेचाळीस आणि 
शूनय पसेै मात्र करीता 
२२.०९.२०२१

१५.०२.२०२२ 

१७ 
(कर्ज कोड क्र.००००४५६६)/ववरार 
शाखा), सुहदसत िारायि लक्मि 
झा (कर्जदार), बाळकृष्ि एस 
एि  झा (सह-कर्जदार) 

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका 
 क्र. २०३,२ रा मरला, ए ववगं, लक्मी ईमा 
क्र १, सीएचएसएल, बालारी िगर, हहल पाक्ज  
समोर, रीवदािी रोड ववआर पूव्ज ठािे 
महाराष्ट्४०१३०३ 

रु. १८०२४४९/- रुपये अठरा लक्ष 
एकवीस दोि हरार चारश े
एकोिपनिास आणि शूनय पसेै 
मात्र करीता 
२२.०९.२०२१

१६.०२.२०२२ 

१८ 
(कर्ज कोड क्र.०००२४७५१)/ मुंबई 
मेट्ो शाखा), सचचि के थोरात 
(कर्जदार)

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका  
क्र. ४०१, ४ था मरला, ईमा क्र ए, ओमं श्ी 
िीलकंठ सीएचएसएल, हातकेश रोड मसरीद, 
रार  ररयालीरी मागे मीरारोड-पु ठािे, 
महाराष्ट् ४०११०७ 

रु. ४०११००१२/- 
रुपये चाळीस लक्ष दहा हरार 
बारा आणि शूनय पसेै मात्र 
करीता 
१८.१०.२०२१

१५.०२.२०२२

१९ 
(कर्ज कोड क्र.००००१५५८)/ 
बोररवली पजशचम शाखा), सव्पिा 
सचचि पलांड े(कर्जदार)

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका  
क्र. ३०२,३ रा मरला, ईमारत क्र ०२, साई 
कॉम्पलेकस, मिि  ग्ामपंचायत पालघार 
बोईसर रोड, मािगाव, बोईसर पूव्ज ठािे, 
महाराष्ट् ४०१५०१ 

रु. २४७०३६६/- चौवीस लक्ष 
सत्तर हरार तीिश ेसहासष्ठ 
आणि शूनय पसेै मात्र करीता 
१८.१०.२०२१  

१५.०२.२०२२

२० 
(कर्ज कोड क्र.००००२६३१)/ 
पिवेल शाखा), सचचि तुकाराम 
राधव (कर्जदार)  

मालमतचेा सव्ज खंड आणि भूखंड-सदनिका 
 क्र. २०२, २ रा मरला, ए  ववगं पीस पाक्ज , 
देरीवली गाव रुिा पुिे मुंबई हायवे पिवेल, 
िवी मुंबई रायगड, महाराष्ट् ४१०२०६ 

रु. २२७३८४९/- रुपये बावीस 
लक्ष त्रयाहत्तर हरार आठश े
एकोिपनिास आणि शूनय पसेै 
मात्र करीता १८.१०.२०२१

१६.०२.२०२२ 

जयाअथथी निमिसवाक्षरीकार हे  वपरामल कॅवपरल अडँ हाऊशसगं फायिांस शलशमरेड (पूवथी हदवाि हाउशसगं फायिांस कॉपपोरेशि शलशमरेड महिूि 
ज्ात असलेले) चे शसकयुरीरायझशेि अडँ ररकंसट्कशि ऑफ फायिॅजनशयल असेॅरस अँड एिफोस्जमेंर ऑफ शसकयुरररी इंररेसर अकॅर, २००२ 
अतंग्जत प्राचधकृत अचधकारी आहेत आणि शसकयुरररी इंररेसर (एिफोस्जमेंर) नियमावली २००२ चया नियम ३ सह वाचलया रािाऱया कायदा 
१३ (१२) अतंग्जत देणयात आलेलया अचधकारांचा वापर करूि कंपिीचया प्राचधकृत अचधकारी हयांिी कर्जदार (रां)/ हमीदार (रां) हयांिा येथे 
खाली िमूद करणयात आलेलया रकमेचा भरिा सदर सूचिा प्रा्पत झालयाचया हदिांकापासूि ६० हदवसांचया आत करणयासाठी खाली िमूद 
करणयात आलेलया हदिांकािा मागिी सूचिा रारी करणयात आली होती. कर्जदार हे रकमेचा भरिा करू ि शकलयामुळे कर्जदार (रां)/ हमीदार 
(रां) िा आणि सामानय रितलेा  हयादवारे सूचिा देणयात येत आहे  की शसकयुरररी इंररेसर (एिफोस्जमेंर) नियमावली २००२ चया नियम ८ 
सह वाचलया रािाऱया कायदा १३ हया पोरकलम (४) अतंग्जत देणयात आलेलया अचधकारांचा वापर करूि कंपिीचया प्राचधकृत अचधकारी हयांिी 
ताबा घेतला आहे. सुरक्क्षत मालमत्ता सोडववणयासाठी उपलबध असलेलया वेळेचया संदभा्जत कायदयाचया कलम १३ चया पोरकलम (८) मधये 
देणयात आलेलया तरतुदीकड ेकर्जदाराचे लक्ष वेधूि घेणयात येत आहे. ववशषेत: कर्जदार आणि सामानय रितलेा हयादवारे सावध करणयात 
येत आहे की खालील मालमते्तशी कोिताही ्वयवहार करू िये आणि रर असा ्वयवहार झाला असलयास पीसीएचएफएल (पूवथी डीएचएफएल 
महिूि ज्ात असलेले) हयांचयाकड ेिमूद करणयात आलेलया रककम आणि तयावरील ्वयाराचा भरिा करणयास बांधील आहे.

पपरामल कॅपपटल अँड हाऊससगं फा्नांस सलसमटेड
(पूववी ददवाण हाउससगं फा्नांस कॉपपोरेशन सलसमटेड महणून ज्ात असलेले)
िोंदिीकृत काया्जलय: २ रा आणि ३ रा मरला, रुसतमरी आर-केड, रुसतमरी एकस्ज, दहहसर 
पजशचम, महाराष्ट् ४०००६८
िोंदिीकृत काया्जलय:  युनिर क्र. ६०१ ६ वा मरला, वपरामल अशमरी बबलडींग, वपरामल 
अगसतय कॉपपोरेर पाक्ज , कमािी रंकशि, फायर सरेशि समोर, एलबीएस माग्ज, कुला्ज (पजशचम), 
मुंबई ४०००७०

रोडपत्र IV ताबा सूचना (स्ावर मालमते्साठी)

सही/-
(प्ाधिकृत अधिकारी)

पपरामल कॅपपटल अँड हाऊसससगं फा्नानस सलसमटेड
पूववी ददवाण हाऊससगं फा्नानस कापपोरेशन सलसमटेड 

ददनांक: १९-०२-२०२२
दठकाण: मंुबई


