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Rahul won't budge, Cong
mulls panel to run party

Cong chiefrefusedto meet MPswho wanted to persuade him to retain post

ARTHIS MOHAN
NewiDelhl, 27May

ith Congress
i N; President  Rahul
Gandhlcontinuingto

insist on quitting as party
chiv, senlor party leadership
is considering acouple ofalter-
natives, includinga prestdium
of leaders running the party’s
day-to-day affairs. Sources
said the Congress constitution
does not provide fora presidi-
um, The Cungress wuuld need

e dh!

to call [ts plenary session to
amend the constitution.
Acerrding (o the sources,
Rahul on Monday refused o
mectadelegation of MPs, who
had hoped Lo parsuade him to
change his decision. Rahul

afterpaying tribute to former
PMJawaharlal Nehru onhis
ssthdeathannlversary aio-51

had announced hisdecisionto
quit at the meeting of the
Congress Workine Commiliee

(CWC)un saturday.

Rahul met senior pary
leaders Ahmed Patel and K C
Venugopal and conveyed to
them that the party should
¢lect a non-Gandhi family
individual as its Jeader. Party
suurces said Rahal wants o
focus on travelling the coun-
try, raising peoples’ Issues
inside as well as outside
Parlizment in the near future.

Sources said a non-
Gandhi family successor to
Rahul could deepen the crisis
since the party leadership
‘was unlikely to reach a con-
sensus on ane single name,
However, asection of the par-
ty believes constitutinga pre-
sidium of leaders, compris-
ing a mix of the young and

the old, could be the way fur-
ward, In a press statement,
Congresschiefspokesperson
Randeep Singh Surjesvala
requested “everyone, Includ-
Ing the media, to not fall into
the trap of conjectures or
speculations and await the
calibrated efforts by the
Congress  party towards
future course of acrion.”
Surjewala appealed to all,
including the media, to
“respect the sanctity of a
closed duor meeting of the
CWC.” “Varlous conjectures,
speculations, insinuations,
assumptions, gossip and
rumour mongering in a see-
tion of the media is uncalled
for and unwarranted,”
he said.
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PMNIl!ndra Modi and BJP Presldent Amit Shah offer gtaﬂmnlﬂihi‘fhhwlnllh

CHEMISTRY SCORED OVER POLL MATH: MODi

1st session of LS
maystart June 6

The T7th Lok Sabha's first
sessfonis likely tostarton
Junaéand goontillluneis,
sourcessaid. The daiesof the
first Pailiament sessian are
expectedto befinalised
during the first meating of
he new (abineton May3), 3

CENTRE, LEFT OUT: EU MAKES A FAR-RIGHTTURN

Theresullsofthe BrexitParty's | Marine LePen | Higherturnout, which rose

Eum!ﬁﬂ eledtions victoryraises | pips Macronto | tojustunder51% of
revealed some . - Fy .
fEsseepemme (hancesof | lead nationalist elaglblevqtgrs,rafses
et no-deal pro-EU spirits

surge
picture from the world's o -
bigeest multi-country
vole becameclearer. In
the pastweelt, volers
across 28 nalions
delivered the highest
turnoutin a European
eledionin20yearsas
they selected new
representativestosit in
the Parliament |
AGENCIES J

MEETTHEBIGVINNERS How does the EU
NIGE[FAMGE MARINELEPEN MATTED SALVINI Parliament work?
Inthe UK, France Inltaly, the Itis the EU's law-making
the Brexit results Right=-Wing body, made up of 751
Party,led by praveda Lega Party, members, called MEPs,
arch- | predicted ledby who are directly elected by
Brexiteer =7 surgzin Deputy EU voters every five years,
Farage, }. supportfar Prime These MEPs —whositin
tookhome Far-Right Minister both Brussels and
31.1% of the vote. Thisis populist parties did not MatteoSalvini, teokvictory Strasbourg —represent the
almostequivalentto the materialise. LePersFar- | with33.64% of thevote. interests of citizens from
wvote share of the Labour Right National Rallywon EuroskepticSalvini said that the EU's 28 member states.
Partyand the Liberal with 23.31% of the votes, hewilltry toform an One of its main legislative
Demacratscombinedand | beating French President | anti-EU blocwith Marine Le roles is scrutinising and
reflects growing EmmanuelMaron'sla Penand Hungary's Viktor passing laws proposad
dissatisfaction with Républigue En Marche Orban, s undearifthat by the European
traditional UK parties alliance on 22.41% willmateralise Commission

Fiat-Renault’s $35-bn deal to
make 3rd biggest carmaker

inconclusive talks with FCA, and could
Matsnwuh , 11 May spurmore deals. Renaultsald [twas snudy-
Sunday ing the pmpasal from Ralian-American
Fiat Chrysler (FCA) pitched a finely bal-  FEAwithinterest, and consided it fend-

day after Harendra Modi 5 %
takesoathasprimeminister | Lunich with Buffett: Bid
ofthe country for a second . .
tesm, ey said. opens with $25,000 bid

Visrten Bulfelt hasraised dase o $30 million
P S G[]Iay sWwom forasanFrandsco dharitywith 19 years of

annualaucions, and ha'snot finishedyet.
in as Silddm (M

avemngmmuiams 000 aslhntﬂfnrlilm
Sikkim {sxm) topidehis
President Prem Singh Tamang, beain over junch ata Nevi York steakiouse,
populadymmasﬂssolay.

anced merger of equals to Renault on  ly, Shares in both companics jumped
Mamaymracuemecm&ufrarmhirg ‘more than 10 per cent as investors wel-
Trmwaek fongau X changesby  comed the prospect of an enlanged busi-

ﬁluarn Eleven SKM Ml.Aswe«e

creating the wurld's (hkd -biggest ness capable of producing more than

pmmtyanu nwehwmmeu’m boom auiomaker. 4.7 milllon vehicles a year and alming

has dollarsin personal Ifit goes ahead, the A billlon-plustie-  for €5 billinn (§5.6 billion) In annual

visitto Monday. ‘Political thaoath by

uulrmlnkiugancl logle Is meant for th y. Results show ﬁwemorﬁanga Prasad at fortunesin San Frandisco and adfoining

arithmetie, there is chemistry and this time, chemistry has triuniphed over Paljor Stadiumin Ganglok. Silicon Valley, diving up lving costs and
! Modi told party s(n his ¥ o 41} ibuting toa housing:

Canarrests be made under CGST
Act?Centre moves SC for clarity

ASHISH AN
Kewe Delhl, 27 My

‘The central government has
‘moved the Supreme Court {SC)
seckinz clarlfication ea its powy-
1S 1v arrest a person withuut
filing a first Information repor.
(FIR) under the central goods
and services tax (CGST) Act,
claiming that the law “provides
the power to the commissioner
ontiebasls of reasons to believe
Lhat aperson has committed the
offence™. The caseislikely to be
heard onWednesday.

The pettlen has been
moved by the central govemn-
ment  challenging interim
orders. by the Bombay
High Court (HC), which dinect-
ed that the accused cannot be
arrested by the authorities
“without following the proce-
dure prescribed under the
Criminal Procedure Code, and
specifically registration of an
FIR™ The sccused person, who
was being probed by the
Serlous Fraud Investigation
Office (SF10), had moved the
HC seeking anticipatory bail
and was provided the same,

A similar case listed was
befure a division Bench of the
Telangana High Cowr. The
iwo-judge Rench, however,
refused (o prmvide any interim
reliel to the petitioner and
upheld the powers of the com-
missioner of CGST to arrest.

Gn.re names of bi
defaulters, CIC te

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
Wew Dalh, 17 May

The Central Information Commission (CIC)
has directed the Reserve Bank of India (RRI) |

ta disclose the list of big loan

had sent to banks for resolution.

The CIC?

CASE FILE

= Petition has been moved
by the Centre challenging
interim orders passed by
the Bombay HC, wihich
directed that the accused
cannot be arrested by the
authorities “without
following the procedure

/%;\

© presaibed under the (Pe,
and spacifically
registration of an FIR™
B The accused, who was
being probed by the SFI0,
had moved the HC seeking

antidpatory bail and was
+ provided the same

“Therefure, it is clear that
there is adifference of opinion
between varlous 1Cs in the
couniry and it s imperative for
this court Lo hear the present
matter,” the central govern-
menthassald in its plea.

Irsuchdifering onders con-
tinued Lo be passed by the HCs,
Itwould render the CGST com-
pletely “unworkahle™ and
“would create havoe in the due
taxation process in the coun-
try,” the central government

gloan
lIs RBI

defaulters it

a plea by Lucknuw-based activist Nulan
‘Thakawr, who had based her RTTapglicationon
some media reports that RET Deputy
Gavernor Viral Acharya in a lecture in 2017
had sald accounts of some loan defaulters
have beensent tobanks for resolution.
“The intemal advisory commiltec has ree-
ommended  that  the  RHI
Initially focus on stressed assets which

are large, maierial and aged,
have eluded a viable resnlution

shuould

in that they
plandespite
assetsfor -

a significant amount of time.” Acharyahad |
said. i

his sald In its plea before the
topcourt.

‘The central government has
also claimed Lo have noticed 2
trerd of “short circulting the
procedure cstablished by law
by individuals belng investl-
gated fureconomic ulfences by
Nllng writ petitions, challeng-
ing the constitutional validity
ofevery provision™.

The interim orders by the
Bombay [1C granting antici-
patory bail to the accused

Mere liye
Ghar ]aisi chai

were passed In matters
wherein authorities of the
CGST had found evidence of
fraudulent  practice of
“issuance of invoices without
any goods by number of reg-
Istered taxpayers ol GST' fur
passing Input tax credit™
Apart from the interim
orders, the central govern-
ment has also challenged
before the SC certain abser- |
vations made by the [IC. One
such observatiun made by the |
HC is that the CGST nfficers
are not police officers and
rhus, must first file the FIR
before arresting the person.
The central government, -
however, pleads that CGST -
Officers #cting under the -
CGST Act, 2017, are not .
required and cannat be com-
pelled to register an FIR.
Granting of Intetlm ex-
parte protection by the [IC to
people being probed by the |
SEIO ur the central goven-
ment under CGST Is also |
impermissible inlaw, the cen-

tral government has pleaded,

“There Isa presumption of
constitutionality of all laws
valldly enacted by the |
Patliament. L is submitted |
that, grantng ad-interim
relief, without any final find- -
ing on the constitutional

up would alter the landscape for rivals, savings. It would rank third in the glob-
inchuding General Motors and Peupeot 2l aute industry behind Japan's Toyola
miaker PSA Group, which recently held  2nd Germany's Volkswagen.
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wvalidity of the provis 15 -
tmpermissible in law,” the ©
central government has sald.
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