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Army, BSF put on high alert along LoC 
AGENCIES

Jammu

Ahead of  Independence
Day anniversary celebra-
tions, the Army and BSF
have been put on high
alert to step up vigil along
Indo-Pak border, officials
said on Wednesday.   

In Jammu region, police
has also been put on high
degree of  vigilance in
most of  the districts amid
intensification of  frisking
and checking in Jammu
city, they said.

This is the first Inde-
pendence Day after the ab-
rogation of  the special sta-
tus to Jammu and Kash-

mir under Article 370 and
reorganization of  the state
into two Union Territo-
ries. 

"Army is on alert along
LoC in view of  the Inde-
pendence day and in-
creased movement across
LoC", a official said.  Simi-
larly, the BSF is keeping
close watch and tight vigi-
lance along International
Border (IB), mostly in sen-
sitive areas, they said. 

Police in Jammu have
sought cooperation from
the general public for a se-
cure and successful cele-
bration of  the Independ-
ence Day, urging them to
immediately report any

suspicious person or ob-
ject.  People have been asked
to inform police in case they
notice any suspicious person
or object, an advisory issued
by the Senior Superintendent
of  Police (Security), Jammu,
said. 

They have been advised
to not carry arms and am-
munition, sharp-edged
weapons, hand bags, poly-
thene bags, transistors,
hand fire extinguishers,
stop watch, any kind of
powder, inflammable ma-
terial like cigarettes,
match boxes, lighter, cam-
eras and alike objection-
able items, the advisory
added. 
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I-Day gift: Bhopal...
Earlier, former CM
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
had announced imple-
mentation of  police
commissioner system in
state assembly. However,
he desisted from issuing
orders under pressure
of  IAS officers. Nath
has ignored pressure
from IAS officers and
decided to implement
police commissioner
system. Police commis-
sioner system has been
a bone of  contention be-
tween IAS and IPS offi-
cers. The powers of  IAS
officers get curtailed in
police commissioner
system. As the system
assigns more power to
IPS officers, it has al-
ways faced protest from
IAS officers. Police com-
missioner system could
not be implemented so
far as it is opposed by
IAS officers. 

Selfie with flooded...
The police were called.
The cops managed to
force people away from
culvert before it caved
in thus preventing any
further causalty. In the
meantime, a portion of
the culvert too caved in.
However, no one was in-
jured. Bindu's body was
recovered a few metres
from the spot, while
Ashruti's body was re-
covered about 350m
away. Prof  Gupta had
suffered fracture in a
hand and was admitted
to a hospital.

Even after 72yrs...
From the main road, she
was taken to the hospital
in an ambulance. Locals
told Free Press that as
the condition of  the pot-
holed road in the village
worsens in the rainy sea-
son, and they have to
take patients to hospital
with the help of  hand-
made stretcher. The road
from Pithapur to Pagara
is so dilapidated that one
cannot even walk on it
during rainy season, vil-
lager Rakesh said. The
villagers have petitioned
local MLA and PWD
minister Sajjan Singh
Verma for road but noth-
ing has been done so far.
Sub-divisional magis-
trate of  Ashta, Rajesh
Shukla, he said villages
where people face prob-
lems due to lack of  road
would be surveyed and
efforts would be made to
construct a road to pro-
vide relief.

MODI BETTER THAN ...
ETERNAL OPTIMISTS: Even the

doom day protagonists have
been silenced. Such is the
overweening sense of  opti-
mism that 35 per cent of  re-
spondents believe that the
Modi government can "easily"
achieve its aim of  transform-
ing India into a $5 trillion
economy in the next five
years. Another 35 per cent
have put a rider: they believe
it is possible but only if  signif-
icant reforms are undertaken.

The cherry on the cake is
that 60 per cent of  the re-
spondents rate the Modi gov-
ernment's economic per-
formance as better than that
of  the Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment; 45 per cent of  the
respondents also said their
economic status has
changed for the better since
Narendra Modi came to pow-
er in 2014.

ACHIVEMENTS: For 20 per
cent of  the respondents, a
corruption-free regime has
been the single biggest
achievement of  the Modi
government. This is followed
by a crackdown on black
money, demonetisation and
improved infrastructure –
what are often cited as the
government’s bugbears by
the Opposition. A tough
stand on terror and the roll
out of  the Goods and Servic-
es Tax regime also rank high
on the list of  the Modi gov-
ernment's achievements.

WHAT ABOUT, POOR CON-

GRESS? For the Congress par-
ty, there is light at the end of
the tunnel and only Priyan-
ka Gandhi Vadra can possi-
bly turn it around. But the
long-term prognosis is radi-
cally different: 49 per cent of
respondents said that only a
non-Gandhi and non-dy-
nasty young leader could re-
vive the Congress in the long
run.

Continued from pg 1

Jolt for TMC, Sovan Chatterjee joins BJP
NEW DELHI/KOLKATA: In a severe jolt to the ruling

Trinamool Congress, its four-time MLA and former

Kolkata Mayor Sovan Chatterjee joined BJP in New Delhi

on Wednesday.  Efforts were on in TMC to bring

Chatterjee, who was on a sabbatical, to active politics

again. "We never thought Sovan would ultimately join

BJP. It is true that BJP leaders were in touch with him but

we never believed that he could betray Mamata Banerjee,

whom he used to describe as Maa (mother)," a senior

TMC leader said. 

NEW DELHI

The five IAF pilots who
bombed a Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed (JeM) camp in
Pakistan were on Wednes-
day named for Vayu Sena
medals and Wing Com-
mander Abhinandan
Varthaman, who shot
down a Pakistani F-16 but
was taken prisoner, was
picked for Vir Chakra on
the eve of  India's Inde-
pendence day.

Abhinandan, from the In-
dian Air Force, brought
down the F-16 near the
Line of  Control (LoC) dur-
ing a dogfight in February,
resulting in his capture
and later release by Islam-
abad. Along with Abhinan-
dan, pilots of  the five Mi-
rage-2000 fighter jets who
bombed the JeM terror
launch pad in Balakot in
Pakistan's Khyber-
Pakhtunhkwa province

were named for Vayu Sena
medals.

The pre-dawn covert op-
eration of  February 26 was
to avenge a suicide bomb-
ing in Jammu and Kash-
mir's Pulwama on Febru-
ary 14 which killed 40 Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force
personnel and which was
claimed by the Pakistan-
based JeM.

Abhinandan, with his
trademark handlebar
moustache, acquired cult
status in India ever since
he was captured by Pak-
istani forces after his own

MiG-21 Bison was shot
down by a missile. Abhi-
nandan strayed into Pak-
istani territory after shoot-
ing down the F-16. He was
released by Pakistan around
60 hours later at the Wagah
border. 

The Vir Chakra is the
third highest wartime mil-
itary award in India.

President Ram Nath
Kovind approved a total of
132 gallantry awards and
other decorations to per-
sonnel from the armed and
paramilitary forces and 8
Tatrakshak medals to
Coast Guard personnel.

The Kirti Chakra, the
third highest military hon-
our awarded during peace-
time, will be conferred
posthmously on Thursday
to soldier Prakash Jadhav
who died in a gunfight with
terrorists in Kulgam dis-
trict of  Jammu and Kash-
mir in November 2018.

IAF pilots who bombed JeM camp,
Wg Cdr Abhinandan honoured


