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Jaitley: Changes in
anti-graft law to
prevent harassment

of honest officers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELIL JULY 27

UNION MINISTER Arunjaitley has
said changes made tothe preven-
fion of cormption Act have “cor-
rectecl a fundamental flaw™ in the
anti-graftlaw and will ensure that
honest ofticers are not harassed
by probe agencies i the process
of apprehending the cormupt.

Jaitley also termed the pre-
GSTindirect tax regime, during
which most household items at-
tracted a levy of 31 percent, as
“Congress Legacy Tax ",

In a Facebook post bloe titled
“The Significant Ketorms of the
Week', Jaitley said: “The GST
Counci! within arecord period of
thirteen months has almost
phased oul the 28 percent cate-
S0y, items remaining in this cat-
egory areonlby luxury items or sin
gondls, 111s only a matter of time
that the lnal obituary of the
Congress Legacy Tax' 1s writen”

Parliament had earlier this
week passed the Prevention of
Corruption i Amendment] Bill,
2018, that seeks to punish bribe-
givers for the first time with im-
prisonmentol up to sevenyears. !
do hape thatthe investigators also
realise that it is only protessional-
1sm and fairmess which will en-
sure a higher rate of conviction,
Purishing the corrupt hasto be ju-
diciousty balanced with non-ha-
rassiment of the hopost,” Jaitley
wrnle 1 e Facebonk post

According o him, the
ment “corrected a tundame
flaw" in the 30-year old ani-coi-
ruption law, which was enacted
in pre-liberalisation regime and
had not antcipated the kind of
risk winchcould be faced by hon-
est decision s Thewidedet-
imtion ot corrunaan and loose
language of the old 4 prompted
{he Ivesugators o sh=

[

Protest against
NMC Bill: IMA
to suspend
non-emergency

.
oo vone #oa e

tessionalism and follow the
"golden rule” of ‘when in doubt.
tile a chargesheet’.

Jaitley said many honest per-
sons were harassed and eventu-
ally never convicted and there
aroseatendency amongcivit ser-
vants to postpone decision-mak-
ing for theirsuccessorrather than
take the risk themselves.

Jaitley said the only group
that is unhappy with the
amendment are the NGOs, who
are not aware of the needs of
govemance, quick decision mak-
ing and growth, “For these
groups ‘chaos’ and ‘decision
making paralysis' is better than
stability and growth," he addec!.

In the same post, he exuded
contidence that GST ratesoncem-
ent, ACsand televisions will be cut
as tax revenues increase, and only
luxury and sin goods will attract
the highest slabof 28 per cent.

Referringto the services sec-
tor, he said G8 categories of serv-
ices have witnessed rate reduc-
tion. "The net revenue loss
which Government have suf-
lered on account of the reduc-
tion of tax on goods and services
15 about Rs 70,000 crore. Since
State Governments have heen
suaranteed a 14 per cent in-
crease over their pre-GST rev-
enues tor the fivst five years, this
Surelen has entirely been borne
t'om the share of the Central
Government,” faitley said.

He saicl taxes on all household
ites stand reduced from 28 per
centto 18 percent and 12 percent.
“IMere s no better opportunity for

cunsumers to make purchases
than in the environment which
the GST has created.”
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anti-graft law to
prevent harassment
of honest officers
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