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PSUs power up ad blitz forgovt schemes
SHINE JACOB & SHREYA JAI
New Delhi, 29 July

P ublic sector undertakings
(PSUs) in the oil and power
sectorshave started aggressive

campaigns to publicise govern-
ment’s flagship schemes.

For instance, Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC) has issued a
~2.93 billion tender for outdoor pub-
licity for Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana (PMUY).

The publicity campaign for
PMUY involves putting up hoard-
ings in Karnataka, Gujarat, Odisha,
Mumbai andDelhi. “Since the target
group of this scheme is predomi-
nantly rural women, oil marketing

companies (OMCs) feelmassivepub-
licity is required to make rural
women aware of it, as also the social
and economic benefits of using
LPG,” a spokespersonof theministry
of petroleumandnatural gas said in
an e-mailed response.

IOC, the country's largest petro-
leum retailer, will, however, be set-
ting up hoardings across 26 airports
in the country, not visited by this
target group.

Under PMUY, the government
provides free cooking gas connec-
tions to Below Poverty Line (BPL)
families. The scheme is set to
achieve its target of 50 million con-
nections seven months in advance,
bymid-August.

At the same time, the govern-
ment is also considering to comeout
with massive advertisements on its
four-year achievements, close to

Independence Day. The govern-
ment has so far given 48.9 million
connections under PMUY, covering
715 districts.

National transmission compa-
ny Power Grid Corporation of India
(PGCIL) and hydropower major
NHPC, are also carrying out media
outreach campaigns. The twopower
PSUshave been entrustedwith pub-
licity for another flagship scheme,
Sahaj Har Ghar Bijli Yojana
(Saubhagya). The scheme aims at
providing metered connections to
all households and free connections
toBPLhouseholds. The schemecov-
ers both rural and urban homes.

According to information
assessed from the government’s e-

tenderingwebsite, PGCILhas issued
four tenders totallingRs 58.2million
to install hoardings across several
districts ofOdisha.NHPCwill do the
same across Jammu & Kashmir,
includingLehandLadakh. The total
tender volume of NHPC stands at
~2.6million.

Thermal power giant NTPC's e-
tendering website also lists tender
issued for Saubhagyabut are of adif-
ferent kind. NTPC is providing last-
mile electricity connections to about
a dozen districts in Odisha.

Under the ~163.2-billion
Saubhagya scheme, the government
would provide “last mile electricity
connectivity to all rural and urban
households.”

ThePradhanMantriUjjwalaYojana
is set toachieve its target of 50mn
connections sevenmonths in
advance, bymid-August

Trai chief’sdetailsnot
leakedfromAadhaar
servers:UIDAI
KIRANRATHEE
NewDelhi, 29 July

A day after some people
claimed to have accessed per-
sonal details of Trai Chairman
R S Sharma after he disclosed
his Aadhaar number on
Twitter, the Unique
Identification Authority of
India (UIDAI) has denied that
the details were fetched from
itsserversorAadhaardatabase.

UIDAI, which issues and
stores Aadhaar numbers, said
the so-called “hacked” infor-
mation (about Sharma’s per-
sonal details such as his
address, date of birth, mobile
number,email,etc)wasalready
available in public domain as
he being a public servant for
decades and was easily avail-
ableonGoogleandvariousoth-
ersitesbyasimplesearchwith-
outAadhaarnumber.

“Anyinformationpublished
onTwitter about the said indi-
vidual RS Sharma was not
fetchedfromAadhaardatabase
or UIDAI’s servers,” the
Authority said in a statement.

Anall-outwarwas erupted
on Twitter on Saturday after
Sharma, the chairman of
TelecomRegulatoryAuthority
of India (Trai), disclosed his
Aadhaar number and chal-
lenged everyone if any kind of
harm can be done to him by
having knowledge of his
Aadhaarnumber.Soonafter,a
deluge of tweets emerged
whereinpeopleputuphisper-
sonaldetailsonthemicro-blog-
gingsite,claimingtohavebeen
derived from his Aadhaar
number. Sharma,whocontin-
ued to engage with various
Twitter users, however, dis-
missed the information being
revealedaspublicinformation.
“...Yeh details koi state scret
nahin hain (These details are
nostatesecret),”Sharmasaidin
reply. Inanothertweet,Sharma
said, “No I did not challenge

them for phone number and
other info. I challenged them
forcausingmeharm!So farno
success. Wish them luck,”
Sharma wrote on Twitter on
Saturday after users started
puttingouthismobilenumber,
address etc on themicro-blog-
ging site.

Regarding the claims of
accessing personal informa-
tion of Sharma using his
Aadhaar number, UIDAI said,
“Such malicious attempts by
few individuals to malign
Aadhaar, which has built the
digital trustandthesedevious
elements are trying to spread
misinformation.

The Aadhaar database is
totally safe and has proven its
security robustness over last
eightyears.”

UIDAIfurthersaidthehack-
ers boasted that they had got
Sharma’s personal details by
hacking Aadhaar database,
which was a farce and people
shouldnotbelieve such fraud-
ulentelementsactiveonsocial
andothermedia.“Thisismere-
ly cheap publicity by these
unscrupulous elements who
try to attract attention by cre-
ating such fake news,” the
Authorityadded.

Itsaidthatfactuallyanyone
cangoogleorvisitothersources
and find out Sharma’s person-
aldetailswithoutAadhaar.For
example, Sharma’s mobile
number is available on NIC
website as he was once
Secretary IT, Government of
India.Hisdateofbirth is avail-
able in the Civil List of IAS
Officerswhichiskeptinpublic
domain and his address is on
Trai website because he is its
Chairman.

The Authority said it is a
challenge of emerging digital
world and personal data pro-
tectionwhichhavebeensought
to be addressed in the recom-
mendations submitted by the
Justice SrikrishnaCommittee.

‘Notscared tobeseen
with industrialists’:
Modi, slamsOppn
PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
Lucknow,29 July

PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
on Sunday said he was not
afraidofbeingseenwithindus-
trialistsplayingakeyroleinthe
nation's development, as he
slammed the Opposition par-
ties for the “mistakes” made
during 70 years after India's
independence.

Attacking them for calling
industrialists“chorandluterey”,
Modi said that he did not hesi-
tate in standing with the busi-
ness community as his “inten-
tions”areclear.

“We are not those who are
scared of standing next to
businessmen,”he said, adding
like farmers, bankers, govern-
ment employees and labour-
ers, industrialists also con-
tributed to the development
of the country. Modi's retort
came against the backdrop of
the repeated attacks by the
Congress, which has been
alleging that theprimeminis-
ter had links with "corrupt"
industrialists and has been
accusinghimofneglecting the
farmers and the underprivi-
leged.

The prime minister said
thosewhousedtolookforissues
tocriticisehim,shouldnotethat
whatever mistake they find
dates back to 70 years. "Please
note, whatever you findwill be
datingback to70years (of their
rule) and not from my four
years. I have only four years in

my account and you have 70
years," he said. Modi, who
launched asmany as 81 invest-
ment projects worth over ~600
billionhere, saidevenFatherof
the Nation Mahatma Gandhi
stayedwiththeBirla familybut
his intentionswerepure.

“You cannot have blot on
you simply by standing with
anyone if your intentions are
goodandclear.Gandhiji'sinten-
tionsweresopurethathenever
hesitated in staying with Birla
family,”hesaid."Publicmeymil-
na nahi, parde ke peeche sab
kuch karna hai. Woh dartey
rahteyhain. (Thosewhodonot
meet publicly and do every-
thing behind curtains remain
scared),"he said.

PMNarendraModi lays the
foundationof the country’s
firstMobileOpenExchange
Zone (MOX)atWorldTrade
Centre,Noida,UttarPradesh
asUPGovernorRamNaik
lookson PHOTO: PTI


