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Take strict action without leniency, Maha CM
Fadnavis after ordering probe into 13 hooch deaths

Mumbai, Maharashtra
Chief Minister, Devendra
Fadnavis, on Friday expressed
serious concern over the
deaths of 13 people after
consuming illegal toxic liquor
in Pune and Pimpri Chinchwad
and directed the Police
Commissioners of the two
cities to take the strictest
possible action and show
absolutely no leniency toward
those involved in
manufacturing or distributing
the hooch.

He has instructed officials
to conduct a thorough probe
and ensure that nobody
involved in the racket escapes
punishment.

Speaking to the reporters,
the Chief Minister Fadnavis
emphasised that this is not a
regular accident and explicitly
stated that the hooch deaths
case is being treated as an
outright murder rather than

negligence, and the most
stringent legal Sections will be
applied to the accused.

Chief Minister Fadnavis
confirmed he has been in
direct communication with the
Pune and Pimpri Chinchwad
Police Commissioners. The
police have successfully traced
the exact manufacturing
location where a methanol-like
chemical substance was mixed
into the illicit liquor. He
announced that 8 suspects
have already been arrested,
and a massive search
operation is underway to track
down others involved in the
illegal distribution network.
Chief Minister Fadnavis stated

that top-priority medical care
is being provided to those who
are currently hospitalised in
critical condition to prevent
further loss of life.“I have
spoken to the Police
Commissioners of Pune and
Pimpri Chinchwad. They have
identified the exact location
where this substance was
manufactured. Eight people
have been arrested so far, and
more arrests are likely. Strict
action will be taken against the
guilty. This is effectively a
murder, and very severe
Sections are being applied. No
leniency will be shown," he
said. Following the CM’s high-
level intervention, the police
machinery has been shaken
awake. Pune Police
Commissioner Amitesh Kumar
immediately took charge of the
ground operations, visiting the
affected pockets like Hadapsar
to personally oversee the

crackdown. Under the CM’s
directive to dismantle the
entire illicit network, multi-
agency investigation teams of
the police, State Excise, and
forensic experts, have
launched massive joint raids.

The total death toll has
fluctuated between 13
confirmed and 18 suspected
fatalities within the last 48
hours as more cases come to
light across two distinct
municipal zones, said police
sources. Forensic
investigators strongly suspect
that nearly 215 litres of highly
toxic industrial methanol were
mixed into country liquor
before distribution.

The prime focus of the
interrogation is a notorious
bootlegger with a prior
criminal record, Yogesh
Wankhede, who is suspected
of supplying the lethal batches
to both locations.

Satheesan govt promises menstrual leave
for schoolgirls in women-centric policy push

Thiruvananthapuram, In
a major gender focused
announcement that
immediately grabbed
statewide attention, the new
Congress-led UDF government
in Kerala on Friday proposed
up to three days of monthly
menstrual leave for schoolgirls
as part of an ambitious women
and child-centric welfare
roadmap.

This was unveiled in
Governor Rajendra Vishwanath
Arlekar’s maiden policy
address in the Assembly. The
announcement, made during
the first policy declaration of the
government headed by Chief

Minister V.D. Satheesan, was
presented under a wider
initiative titled menstrual
dignity, aimed at making
educational institutions and
public spaces more inclusive
and sensitive towards girls and
women. According to the policy
address, school students will
be eligible for up to three days
of menstrual leave every
month, while special weekend
catch-up classes will be
organised to ensure that
students do not fall behind
academically. The proposal
instantly emerged as one of
the most politically and socially
significant announcements of

the new government’s opening
legislative session. Projecting
an expansive welfare vision,
the government also declared
that Kerala would be
transformed into the most
woman-friendly state in the
country. The address promised
equal pay measures for
women in workplaces, special
welfare benefits for women
employed in the unorganised
sector and six months of
maternity leave for women
workers outside the formal
employment system. The
government further announced
plans to establish public
restroom facilities across

major towns and ensure
access to sanitary napkins,
footwear and other essential
products for women.

In another major social
intervention, the government
unveiled an ambitious
‘Destitute and Orphan Free
Kerala’ initiative aimed at
making Kerala the first orphan-
free state in India. Drawing
from provisions of the Juvenile
Justice Act, the programme
proposes large-scale adoption
campaigns and a network of
trained foster families to
rehabilitate vulnerable children
through community-based care
rather than institutionalisation.

The policy address also
proposed strict implementation
of Child Care Rules under the
Maternity Benefit Act,
mandating safe daycare
centres and crèches in public
offices, industrial
establishments, IT parks and
workplaces employing more
than 50 people.

The sweeping
announcements formed part of
the Satheesan government’s
broader attempt to position
itself as socially progressive
and welfare-oriented from the
very beginning of its tenure.

Guv Arlekar keeps Vande Mataram row alive; Left
backs existing convention in Kerala Assembly

Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar on Friday
publicly confirmed that Lok
Bhavan had insisted on the full
rendition of Vande Mataram
during the opening session of
the Assembly, keeping alive the
political controversy that
overshadowed the maiden
policy address of the new UDF
government. However, the
Pinarayi Vijayan-led Left
weighed in on the controversy
by backing the existing
convention of singing the
truncated version.

Speaking to reporters at Lok
Bhavan after participating in a
paddy sapling planting
programme, Arlekar said the
Governor’s office had clearly
conveyed its stand before the
Assembly proceedings.

“What we had insisted was
that whenever the Governor is
present, Vande Mataram has
to be sung fully. They did not
sing it but only played it, and
they could have done it. Let us
see. I have spoken to the
Speaker,” the Governor said.

His remarks came hours
after the Kerala Police band

of the CPI(M) and Jamaat-e-
Islami.

The BJP leader also sought
to corner the Congress
historically, asking why the
party was distancing itself from
a song first rendered during
the 1896 Congress session and
closely associated with India’s
freedom movement. However,
Opposition leader Pinarayi
Vijayan dismissed demands
for the full rendition, arguing
that such insistence reflected
the agenda of the RSS.Vijayan
said Kerala did not need to
follow such a line and defended
the existing practice followed
in the Assembly. While the
Governor avoided direct
confrontation inside the House
earlier in the day, his latest
remarks suggest Lok Bhavan is
unlikely to let the matter quietly
fade away.

With the BJP aggressively
pushing the issue, the Left
backing the existing convention
and the UDF government
caught in the middle, the Vande
Mataram controversy has
rapidly evolved into the first
ideological battle of Kerala’s
new political season.

played only the opening portion
of Vande Mataram before the
Governor’s policy address in
the Assembly, despite reported
directions from Lok Bhavan
during rehearsals that the full
version should be rendered.
The controversy quickly
snowballed into the first major
political confrontation of the
new UDF government headed
by Chief Minister V.D.
Satheesan. Leading the BJP's
attack was first-time legislator
and former Union Minister V.
Muraleedharan, one of the
BJP’s three MLAs in the newly-
constituted Assembly.

Muraleedharan accused the
government of insulting both
the Governor and the national
song, alleging that the
administration had bowed
before the ideological positions

After Assembly
poll defeat,
Abhishek

Banerjee to
restart political

events from
tomorrow

Kolkata, After making
himself almost homebound
since the results of the recently
concluded West Bengal
Assembly elections were
announced on May 4 and
restricting himself to
occasional issuing of social
media statements, Trinamool
Congress’ general secretary
and the party’s Lok Sabha
member, Abhishek Banerjee,
will resume his public political
activities from Saturday
onwards.

According to information
shared by Trinamool Congress
on Friday, Banerjee, the three-
time Lok Sabha member from
Diamond Harbour constituency
in South 24 Parganas district,
has two scheduled
programmes, and both are
related to meeting party
activists who have reportedly
become victims of post-poll
violence after the recently
concluded Assembly elections.
“Our general secretary will
first go and meet our party
worker from Sonarpur-Dakshin
Assembly constituency in South
24 Parganas district, Sanju
Karmakar, who became a
victim of post-poll violence
earlier this month. Next, he will
meet another party worker,
Biswajit Pattanayak, at
Beleghata Assembly
constituency in North Kolkata,
who became a similar victim
of post-poll violence this time,”
said a Trinamool Congress
leader. Since the election
results were announced on
May 4, the situation has
changed drastically for
Abhishek Banerjee. On one
hand, the state government
had withdrawn the erstwhile
high-profile security
arrangements which he
enjoyed during the previous
Mamata Banerjee-led regime.
Instead, he is now provided
security which he is entitled to
as a Lok Sabha member. At the
same time, Kolkata Municipal
Corporation (KMC) has issued
notices to 17 properties either
owned or co-ownedby
Banerjee. KMC has also
sought the “elevation copies”
of these properties to check
whether any additions or
alterations in the original
structure of these properties
were made without prior
permission. An FIR has also
been registered against him
for allegedly making highly
instigating statements in a
pre-election campaign rally.

NSA Doval visits Russia’s National Space
Centre in Moscow, interacts with ISS crew

Moscow,  National
Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit
Doval on Friday visited Russia's
National Space Centre in
Moscow along with the
country's First Deputy Prime
Minister Denis Manturov. At
the space centre named after
the world's f irst female
cosmonaut, Vera Tereshkova,
NSA Doval also spoke live with
the Russian crew on the
International Space Station
(ISS).

According to the Russian
state space cooperation
Roscosmos, NSA Doval and
Manturov toured the space
technology exhibit, including
models of the world's most
powerful four-chamber liquid
rocket engine and the base
module of the Russian Orbital
Station (ROS).

"Representatives from the
two countries then visited the
Roscosmos Joint Industry
Information Center (JIIC). It
was created to monitor and
analyze large volumes of data
related to the rocket and
space industry and will also
house the management of the

future ROS," Roscosmos
stated.

NSA Doval and Manturov
then spoke live with the
Russian ISS crew — Sergei
Kud-Sverchkov, Andrey
Fedyaev, and Sergey Mikayev.
The cosmonauts spoke about
their spacewalk on May 27.

Videos of NSA Doval having
a close look at the official car
of Soviet cosmonaut Yuri
Gagarin, the first human to
journey into space in 1961,
also went viral on social
media.

NSA Doval and Manturov
also held a meeting on India-
Russia space cooperation
during their visit to the space
centre. The National Security

Advisor is visiting Moscow to
attend the two-day first
International Security Forum
and the 14th Meeting of High
Representatives for Security
Matters hosted by Secretary
of the Security Council of the
Russian Federation Sergei
Shoigu. On Thursday, while
addressing the gathering of
NSAs and security chiefs of
several countries, NSA Doval
stated that there cannot be
any double standards in the
fight against terrorism and
responsible nations have to
evaluate their choices in
deciding whether they support
sponsors of terrorism or
counter them with decisive
action.

Twisha Sharma case: Giribala Singh, son
Samarth sent to five-day CBI custody

Bhopal, A district court in
Bhopal on Friday sent former
district judge Giribala Singh
and her son Samarth Singh to
five-day CBI custody in
connection with the alleged
dowry death of actor-model
Twisha Sharma.

Both accused were
produced before the court
after separate medical
examinations conducted
under heavy security
arrangements.

After entering the
courtroom of Sessions Judge
Shobhana Bhalavi, Giribala
Singh and Samarth Singh
stood together in the accused
box. They were seen speaking
to each other quietly while the
proceedings were underway.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) arrested
Giribala Singh on Thursday
after more than seven hours

of quest ioning at her
residence in the Katara Hills
area of Bhopal.

Following her arrest, she
was taken to a special medical
camp set up at the Maulana
Azad National Institute of
Technology (MANI) campus,
Bhopal, for examination
before being produced in
court.

Samarth Singh was
brought to court after
completion of his earlier police
remand. He was arrested by

Bhopal Police from Jabalpur on
May 22 after remaining
untraceable for nearly a week
following Twisha Sharma’s
death on May 12.

Twisha Sharma was
allegedly found hanging at her
in-laws' residence in Katara
Hills. Her family later accused
her husband and in-laws of
dowry harassment, leading to
demands for a detailed
investigation.

Samarth Singh was first
produced before a Judicial
Magistrate First Class court in
Bhopal on May 23. The court
had then sent him to police
custody till May 29.

After taking over the
investigation on the
recommendation of the
Madhya Pradesh government,
the CBI sought fresh custody
of Samarth for further
interrogation.
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nku{owÍ™e ¾kze Vhe ¾w÷þu! y{urhfk-Ehk™
ðå[u ‘fk{[÷kW’ þktrŒ fhkh VkE™÷

y{urhfk y™u Ehk™ ðå[u Vhe 60 rËð‚™ku ‚eÍVkÞh

ðkìrþøx™, AuÕ÷k ºký {rn™kÚke
[k÷e hnu÷k ‚t½»ko ðå[u {æÞ …qðo{kt
nðu fqx™erŒ™k ™ðk …ð™ VqtfkE
hÌkk Au. nòhku rf÷ku{exh Ëqh [k÷e
hnu÷k yk st„u rðï™k ykuE÷ {kfoux
y™u ‚whûkk ‚{efhýku™u n[{[kðe
ËeÄk nŒk, …htŒw nðu yuf ykþk™wt
rfhý Ëu¾kE hÌkwt Au. y{urhfk y™u
Ehk™ ðå[u 60 rËð‚™k ÞwØrðhk{
y™u …h{kýw {tºkýk Vhe þY fhðk

{kxu yuf «kÚkr{f ‚{sqŒe ‚ÄkE
nkuðk™k ynuðk÷ku Au.y{urhf™
rh…kuxT‚o y™w‚kh, yk ‚{sqŒe™ku
{wÏÞ WÆu~Þ yk„k{e 60 rËð‚ ‚wÄe
ÞwØrðhk{™u ÷tƒkððk™ku Au. yk
‚{Þ„k¤k Ëhr{Þk™ ƒt™u Ëuþku
Ehk™™k rððkËkM…Ë …h{kýw
fkÞo¢{ y™u Þwhur™Þ{™k sÚÚkk yt„u
„t¼eh [[koyku fhþu. yk fhkh™wt
‚kiÚke {kuxw t …k‚wt yu Au fu Ehk™

…h{kýw nrÚkÞkhku ™ ƒ™kððk {kxu
fr{x{uLx yk…u Œuðe þõÞŒk Au.
rðï™k ykuE÷ ‚Ã÷kÞ {kxu ‚kiÚke
{níð™ku „ýkŒku ‘MxÙux ykuV nku{owÍ’
nðu yk {tºkýk™k fuLÿ{kt Au. fhkh
{wsƒ, yk s¤{k„o …h þe®…„
‘{wõŒ’ ƒ™kððk{kt ykðþu.
Ehk™™u 30 rËð‚{kt {kEL‚
nxkððk™e þhŒ hk¾ðk{kt ykðe
Au. ƒË÷k{kt, y{urhfk Œu™k

™kifkË¤ îkhk ÷kËðk{kt ykðu÷k
ç÷kufuz™u Œƒ¬kðkh n¤ðwt fhþu.
òufu ƒwÄðkhu y™u „whwðkhu ƒt™u Ëuþku
ðå[u VheÚke ‚iLÞ ‚t½»ko òuðk {éÞku
nŒku. fwðiŒ{kt y{urhf™ ƒuÍ …h
Ehk™™ku r{‚kE÷ nw{÷ku y™u
ƒË÷k{kt y{urhfkyu …ý sðkƒe
fkÞoðkne fhe nŒe. nk÷™k Œƒ¬u,
yk yuf {kºk fk{[÷kW ‚{sqŒe
Au, fkuE ytrŒ{ þktrŒ fhkh ™Úke.

y{urhfk{kt yksu RÍhkÞu÷-÷uƒ™ku™ ðå[u þktrŒ {tºkýk

÷uƒ™ku™ …h RÍhkÞu÷™e ¼e»ký
yuhMxÙkRf : 16™kt {kuŒ, y™uf ½kÞ÷

ƒiYŒ, RÍhkÞu÷u  „wh wðkhu
÷uƒ™ku™™k [kuÚkk ™tƒh™k ‚kiÚke
{kuxk þnuh …h fhu÷k nw{÷k{kt
16™k {kuŒ ÚkÞk Au. RÍhkÞu÷u
neÍƒwÕ÷kn ‚k{u™e fkÞoðkne nðu
r÷Œk™e ™ËeÚke …ý yk„¤ ðÄkhe
Au. {kÞko „Þu÷kyku{kt …kt[ {rn÷k
y™u ƒk¤fku y™u ÷uƒ™eÍ ‚ir™f Au.

yk r‚ðkÞ zÍ™uf ÷kufku™u Rò
ÚkE Au, yu{ ÷uƒ™eÍ ykhkuøÞ
{tºkk÷Þ y™u ‚hfkhe LÞqÍ
yusL‚eyu sýkÔÞwt nŒwt. ykRzeyuV
÷uƒ™ku™{kt r÷Œk™e rhðh ‚wÄe™ku
«Ëuþ fçsu fÞko …Ae neÍƒwÕ÷kn™u
ntVkððk Œu™kÚke …ý yk„¤
ðæÞw tRÍhkÞu÷™k ðzk«Äk™
™uŒLÞknwyu ònuhkŒ fhe Au f u

÷uƒ™ku™{kt RÍhkÞu÷™k ÷~fhe
yk¢{ý™ku ÔÞk… ðÄkhðk{kt ykðþu
Œu™k …Ae nw{÷k™wt «{ký y™u Œu™e
ŒeðúŒk{kt ðÄkhku ÚkÞku Au.

neÍƒwÕ÷knu …ý ÷uƒ™ku™{kt
½q‚u÷k RÍhkÞu÷™k ÷~fhe Ë¤ku …h
VkRƒh ykurÃxf zÙku™™k nw{÷k fÞko
Au  y{urhfk™e hksÄk™e{kt ÷uƒ™eÍ
y™u RÍhkÞu÷e ÷~fhe yrÄfkheyku
Œu{™e «Úk{ ‚whûkk {tºkýk™wt þw¢ðkhu
ykÞkus™ fhðk™k Au íÞkhu yk

nw{÷k ÚkÞk Au. „whwðkhu yk nw{÷k
þY ÚkÞk Œu …qðou RÍhkÞu÷e ÷~f™hk
yhurƒf «ðõŒkyu ËrhÞkrf™khk™k
þnuh xkÞh{kt ykðu÷k ykX
rƒ®Õz„{kt ð‚Œk y™u Œu™e
yk‚…k‚™k rðMŒkh{kt hnuŒk
÷kufku™u ¾k÷e fhe™u sðk™e [uŒðýe
yk…e nŒe. Œu™k …„÷u ½ýk ÷kufkuyu
rðMŒkh Akuze ËeÄku nŒku.

r‚zk u™ þnuh™k W¥kh{k t
RÍhkÞu÷™k zÙku™ nw{÷k{kt fux÷kf
rðMÚkkr…Œ fwxwtƒku™k …kt[™k {kuŒ
ÚkÞk nŒk y™u 21u™u Rò ÚkE nŒe.
{]Œfku{kt ƒk¤fku™ku ‚{kðuþ ÚkkÞ
Au.  { ]íÞ w  …k{u÷k{k t  Rhk™™k
yhurƒf xeðe™ku «ðõŒk nku‚™
Íizk™ nŒku.

y{urhfk{kt MÚkkr™f ‚kÚku
{kh…ex ƒË÷ „wshkŒe

Þwðf™e Äh…fz
LÞqÞkufo, y{urhfk{kt ËkY™e Ëwfk™u

fk{ fhŒk yuf „wshkŒe™e …ku÷e‚
îkhk Äh…fz fhðk{kt ykðe Au, Ëwfk™u
yuf „úknf …h nw{÷ku fhðk ƒË÷
yk fkÞoðkne fhðk{kt ykðe Au.
Äh…fz ƒkË ‚k{u ykÔÞwt fu ykhku…e
„wshkŒe þÏ‚ y{urhfk{kt ½ýk
‚{ÞÚke „uhfkÞËu hnu Au. «kó
{krnŒe y™w‚kh y{urhfk™k
{u‚u[q‚uxT‚{kt hnuŒk „wshkŒe Äð÷
y{hŒ¼kR …xu÷™e ðkuh‚uMxh
…ku÷e‚ îkhk Äh…fz fhðk{kt ykðe
Au. Äð÷ …xu÷ …h ËkY™e Ëwfk™{kt
yuf „úknf ‚kÚku Œfhkh y™u ƒkË{kt
ƒuÍƒku÷ ƒuxÚke {kh {khðk™ku
ykhku… Au. …ku÷e‚™k Ëkðk {wsƒ
…xu÷ ËkY™e Ëwfk™u fk{ fhu Au ßÞkt
ykðu÷k yuf „úknf ‚kÚku Œfhkh ÚkR
nŒe suýu ƒkË{kt W„ú MðY… Äkhý
fÞowt nŒwt. yk {k{÷u Äð÷ …xu÷™e
Äh…fz fhðk{kt ykðe nŒe.


