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Educationalinstifutions should bund on
experience of online classes: J-K chief secretary

Heerefary As

the COMIDaY g ¥
Fate L gy pdundly decroaning
b ihe erage and  the
JAMMU, FEB 14 /-7

dam mu and Kashile eltief
secretary A K Mehta ol
Monday said the
edutalional institutions
should  build on  the
eXnerlence of online classes
and adop( an ideal hlend of
IT-based offline leaching
clurriculum  to  boost
stuilents'lea ning Studenis
resumed ollline classes on
Monday In many districrs
of he Jaimmu 1egion after
aullioritivsordered a phased
reopen lng of edueational
instilutions across theUninn
Territory,  Studenls  of
Classes 9 Lo 12, dressed in
uniforms and carrying
vacelnation certificales,

wern seen thionging the
schools in the muruing,
officials satd,

Mehla, who chalred a
meeling o lake sluck of Lhe
arrangements for the
reopening of educailonal
inslittionsand resuming of
the ofiline mede ol icaching
In the UT, said te academic
sesslon 2022-23shall he the
year  of  educational
Lransformatlan [or Jaminu
and Kashmi;

Melua asked the ulicialy
e ensure proper
maintenanre, upkeep and
cleanliness in educational
Insthutivns besides
elects lclly and water supply,
“There 15 a need (o the

Sonia, Rahul andJairam
Ramesh among Cong's star
campaigners forManipurelections
NEW DELHI, FEB 14 /--/ Congress president Sania
Gandhi, former chief Rahul Gandhi and Jalvam Ramesh ate

among il 30 star campalgners for the Manipar assenbly
elections, according (o he st released by the party on

Monday.

‘Thelwo-phased assembly elecilon in Manipur will be
held on February 26 and March 5 Though Sunia Gandhiis
alsotheparty's star campaigner far ather states, where polls

ace heing held, nnirher

ghe nor former Drime

MinisterManmohan Singh have actively campaigned
anywhere sofarThe lisL of star campaleners also include
names of former Manlpur chiel minisler O Thobi Singh,
foriner deputy chief minister Gaikhangain, youlh leader
Kanhalya Kumar, parly's minoriiy deparimeni chief Tmran
Pratapearhiand Mahila Congress chief Metta D'Souzs
Apartfcom Ramesh, who ls overseelng assembly palls
in the slate, Cotigt ess In charge for Munlpur Bhakta Charan
Das and 4 liast of loeal leaders are also part of Lhe list The
Cougress algng with five other like-minded' parties

lannched the Manipur Progres

ive: Secular Alliance las|

week Lo {ake on (herullng BIP in vheupeaming assembly
polls Besides the Congress, the vther parties in the allianee
are GPI, CPM, RSP, D (8) a0d Forward Bloe, An 18-polnt
vomman agenda was also finallsed (PTH

mstilwions iobuild nn the
experience of unline clusses
and adopl an ideal blend of
IT-hased nffline reaching
vuiciculum  lo hoost
students’ kearning oltcomes
and suecessfully tuin them
for national-level
examinations,” he said

He emphaslsed thal
neads of Ine inslilutions will
Le persanally responsible
fox Covid management anda

healthy leaching
envivonment. “There should
be o tolerance for

onhealtny aetivities in
places of learning

The ehiel secrelary said
the COVID-19posiivity rate
in lhe UT has been

canLained (in0 7 pevce-Land
impressed upon the heads
ol all educulional
institulions lo remain
vigilanl ta any signs of
infeclion, especiallyamong
unvaecinated  students,
Lesides enanring adherence
to Covid managemenr
protocol Meh leel vice
chancellors of universities,
principals of colleges and
hears of schanls fo suhmir
Covid prevention and
mitigation plans lakinginte

account capacity of
classieoms,  stageel ed
teaching plan, Covid
mencul,  vaceinatlon,

srrecning, and emergency
8ol williin {wo days, an
officinl statement said (PT1)

BJP names candidate
for Majulibypollin Assam

GUWAUATI, FEB 14 /--/
The ruling BJP on Monday
fielded Bhuben Gam, a
leader of Mising
community, asils candidale
Tor bypoll te Assam’s Majull

assemhbly  constltuency,
which was vaeated by
Uniun miniscer

SarbanandaSonowal last
vear. BIP Nallonal General
Secretary Acun Singh, in g
Statement, announced that
Gam, a greenhorn In
eleetoral polilics, would be
the ruling varty's nominee
for  the  ST-reserved
seal The nppasition
Cungress, seeking Lo joln
hands with anti-BJP forces,
had carllev stated thar it

would  ngl  moeminaie
anynne, and gave (he seat to
Asgam  JatiyaParishad

(AJP), which is yet to name

A candldate Byeleerions Lo
Mujuli is scheduled to be
held on March 7. Voles will
becounted threedays later

Sonowal  Lad guil
Assembly membership on
September 2R last year, a
day alter petting elecled Lo
RajyaSubba The former
chlefminister had won the
Majuli  seal  fov  iwo
conseculive terms - In 206
and 2021 Currently, the
BJP's strencth in the 126.
member Assembly stood at
hi2, while its allies AGP and
UPPL have nincand seven
MLAs respeclivelyTn the
opposition  eamp,  the
Congress has 27 leglslators,
the AIUDF has 15 members,
the BPF threc and the
CPI(M) one MLA, Thers is
alsnanIndependent MLA In
thelJouse. (PTL)

Anil Deshmukh corruptioncase: Special court allows
CBItoquestion dlsmlssedcop SachinWazeinjail

MUMEAI FEB 14/--/ A
speelal court here won
Mamilay permitted  the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to
question dism(ssed Mumbai
Police olficer SachinWaze
i Jall in connection with its
probe Intoacornuptlon case
against former Maharashtra

heme  minister  Anil
Dexhinukh

The special  NIA
(National Investigailon

Agency) coutt permitted
the ageney Lo queation Waze
on February 15 and 1g
Inslde (he Taloja jall In Navi
Mumbal Waze was arrested
by the NIA probiug (he
recavery of explosives-
laden UV which was found

parked near Industrialist
MukeshAmbanl's souih
Mumnhai regidenee, Anlilia’,
last February and the
subsequent hurder of lts
purparled aWInEr

MansukhHiran
On Monday, the GBI

filed an application belore
the spectal court seeling its
permission Lo record Waze's
statement The court
allowed the appllcation The
CBI also filed amolher
upplivation Liefore 4 special
court hearing Preventlan of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) cases scekling
petmlsslon lo yuesiion
Deshmukh's [nrmer atdes
Sanjeevlalande and
KundanShinde.The special
PMLA court allowed the
plea and permitled the CBI
to ghestion Palande and
Shinde Inslde the Arthur
Road jall In Mumbal on
Frbruary i and 17,
Palande and Shinde are
In judlelal custody after

they were atrested by the
Fnivreement Directorate
(ED) probing a money
laundering case agalnst
Deshmukh, whao too was
arresled in the case The CBI
had last Aprilregistered an
FIR agalinst Deshmukh for
alleged corruptlon ang
Inisuse ol his official
positlen Deshmukh
reslgtied from the pousl of
staichomeminisier In April
2021 fullowing a letter
written by former Mumbal
police commissioner
ParamBir Singh o Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, The senler NCP
leader hus  repealedly
denled the charges against
him_ (PTI)

1,000 complaintsfiled against Rahul Gandhi: Assam BJYM

GUWAHATI, FEB 14 /-/
Assam BJP YuvaMorcha on
Montday clalmed thal its
activisis have filed mare
than 1,000 complaiuts
against Congress leader
Rahul Gandht al varlons
pulice stations in the state
over ane ofhis lweEts

[i was, however. not
immediately known ifany
#asehas been reglstered by
any police station against
Lhese complainis A special
DGP of Assam Folice when
asked told news agency PT1
thai (heslete has a totat of
349 police stalions, 294
oulposts and 151 patrel
nosts. Though a complaine
can be filed In vulposls and
patrol posts, the case will be
reglslered only ala pollce
slatlon Assam BJYM media
couvenorBlswulltKheund
while clahuing that more
than 1000 enmprlaints have
been filed by the Morcha's
activises, did not shate the
names af poller stations or

dislricts where il was done
orany other detail

The BIYM in a
slalement claimed (hat the
senior Congress leader in
his tweet had allegedly
exeluded (he north east
region while deserilblng
Indla "Gandhimentloned
Tndla as suetching hom
Kashmir (v Kerala and
Gujarat to West Bengal,
therehy eliminating
Norfheast [rom India I{
carrled a threat tnInilia's
geographical integr)iy and
seenrity,”Khoundsald In the
sfutement

1n one of the purported
complalnts fled wirh the
pulice and shared with
media, the BJYM alleged
thal  Gandhls  tweet
indireclly supported
China's elaim that north
eust, especlally Arunachal
Pradesh, Ls part of It. His
Iweet  expressed  Lhe
separatlst meuladliy®
which showed the idealogy

ol the grand old parly,
Khound alleged "The
Congress pary Is
unlociunaie for India and
Rahul Gandil is India's
problem,” the statement
sain

A BJP spokesperson
saidihal (hestaleunltof the
narry s MahllaMorcha also
filed several complaints
againsl Gandhi at different
police stattans Gandhihad
on February 10 twecled
about the diversity and
strength ofIndia

“Thoye is sirenglh in i
Union.  Owr Union  of
Cultures, Our Unlon of
[iversily Our Unlon of
Languages. Qur Union ol
People, Our Unign of
States "From Kashmit to
Kaorala, From Gujaral Lo
West Bengal. India s
beautiful in all lis colours
Dan‘t insult the sphrl{ of
India,” he had said on Lhe
microblogging platform,

Thefiling of complaints

by Assam BdP's ditferent
wings against Gandhi comes
after the student and youth
wings of the Congress
lodged several FIRg acrysy
different states against state
chiol minlster
HimantaBlswuSarma over
his controverslal remark on
Gandhl's father During a
rally ln voll-bound
Uttarakhand on February
11, Sarma had allacked
Gandh! for demanding
prool ol the September
2016 surgleal strlke and
yuestloning the efficacy of
the anti-Covid vaccines, He
had cven asked whether
"BJP had ever demanded
proof of Gandhl being the
son of former prime
minister Raulv
Ganidhi® Thishad Ird (0 a
huge controversy with
several opposition pariles,
Including chlef minlsters,
erilicising le "deploralle”
slatement made by Sarma
{PTD)

North East |

NSUTholdsprotestagainstSarma's ‘father-son remark
tar getmg Rahul Gandhi, seaks hisresignation
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Tripurapainter
shortlistedfor
Presidential
artworks

AGARTALA, FER 14 /--/
SumanBharfachatjee, =a
freclance painter (ron
Tripura has been
shortlisted fo1' Presidential
ariworks in
RashiiapiiBhavan

He lsamonhg [our artists
from across thn counti yand
one fram the Nociheast whe
have shorrlisted for Lhe
prestigious arlworks, Lalit
Kala Academy Bxecutive
Board Member
SumanMajumder said on
MondayTankamalimTizmalni,
Deputy Director of (he
I'resldent's Secretaciat, Ina

lettr n

jee, asked him Lo
suhmltthree sample warks
lifeand bus slzeporiralts of
President Ram
NathKovind, and a life-size
puriralt of President and
the T'irst Lady logether For
the tinal selection

Bhattacharjee, who did
his Masiers in Fine Arts
from  Tripura  Central
University, 15 the first
painter from thestate and
(he Norlheasl Lo be selected
for  the  I'residential
arcworks, Majunder sald,
PTI)

Arunachal
Pradeshlogs
22new COVID-

19cases, tally
64,004

TTANAGAR, FEN 14 /-/
Arunachal Pradesh on
Monday reglstered 22
mew COVID-18 cases,
pushing (he tally in the
hnrtheasiern state to
64,004, a senior health
olfitlal sald here

The toll in the
frontler state remalned
unrhanged at 294 as no
easuully was reported in
the past 2d hours, (he
official said.Of the 22
[resh cases, nine were
reported from  the
Capltal Complex Hegion,
four Crom Upper Slaug,
two each frnm Namsai
and Lohit and one each
from West Hameng,
Tlrup, Tawung, Lawer
Slang and Lower
Subangiri district, the
olNciul suld. As many as
63,001 people have
recuperated from the
diseuse so (ar, neluding,
BE on Sunday, Stale
Sarvelllance  Officer
{S80) DrLubzangJampa
said,

Arunachal Pradcsh
currently has 629 actlve
euses The recovery rate
margina)ly improved to
H8.56 per cent from 98,45
per cent (he previous
duy, the 850 stated All
fresh rases were deteated
through rapid antigen
tests,  Jampa sald,
adding that 11 of them
were found (v have
develaped symptoms. A
total of 12,54,313
&amples have been tested
in the state so far,
including 248 on Sunday,
he said, adding that the
posltlvity ratle, cou,
mavginally ioncreased io
8.47 per cent from K03
per cent the previgus
day.

Accordlng to
iniiiniin bsation
(5511 Dridmong)
ug many ws L
people Hav,

Inoculated
COVID  wvac
far.(PTI)
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Arunachal: Fourkilled, 9 critically
injured as pickup vanfalls info gorge

ITANAGAR, FEB 14 /oef Foir women
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DelhiHC acquits 3 in gang
rape case, convicts 3 others

NEW DELIT, FRH A4 //
The Deihi High Court an
Minday sabd s vanviction
for Iho offence of
canmot be sustatnind
absenee of pvidenes when
the  verslon  of  the
proseculrix s rldden with
contrradictions and
acyuitted three persons ina
2012 gang 1ape case.
Jlustiee Chandra Dhart
Sinuh, whiowis dealing wiih
i bateh of nppenls agtinst
the 2016 order of convietion
by the trisl eourl, howevar
upheld the conviction of
three othees In the gaze in

vlew: ol the mediosl
evlilence Mgidlnst
them Uphalding the

wonviction, the coutt anid
thit g ks vie of thi most
bavbarie and  heinous
rilmes which ls commltled
apalnst the digniiy of the
viclim as well as the society
at large and vefused to
reduce the sentence
imposed upen thosc found
puilty,Regardlog the
arnuittal of other three, the
juder sald that a convictlon
can be based on ihe syle
testimony af the
prosecuiriy bul when Ihere
Isareason tonotaccept her
verslon on ltsface value. the
court may lock for
corroboralion anil onee the
evidence makes her story

improbahle, her rase
becomes  lighle (o be
rejecled

In the present case, the
appellants had forclbly
taken the proseculrix, 4 rag
picker, ina car and raped
her,These crimes are
againsi Lhe huly body of &
woman and soul of the
soclety. The object of the
relevanl npenal law s to
protect women from such
offences and to keep allve
the consclence of the
suciely by weeding oul such
criminalproclivity Hence,
It 15 the duty ofevery coart
Lo award proper senlency
cumsidering the nature ol
\heolfence and the manner
I whlch It was commiiled,
the courtsald in its order,
while convicling the three
found pullly.Ohserving that
there  was  sutTiclent
materlal ol record in form
of medieal evidence and
forensic  repoct  that
lueriminates three
appetlants, the court sald
that appellants/accused
mr.un- Vicky @ Vijay,
Uma Shanker

thiy same thme, noved that
theer  warm ssvaind
contradletions o the
statemphis of prossculyis,
Focorded at dilfer'eni stages
al the tnvesligallon, and

thai, in Ahe whesnce of
medical evidence to
substanilale the

involvement of three ather
uppellunls persons, the
benafit of doubt otight to be
extendud o ihem The
convieiton can b based on
thy enle testimony of the
prosecuiely provided 1
lends assutance (o her
teatimony

However, In case the
eulirt his reasub o not
sgcepl the werzion of the
prosnciiriy on s lape
vilie, I may: lock for
cortoboralion. Howevor,
oncetheevidenee lnread In

Ti= toralily and (he story
projected iy the
prosecul b o fotmd o by
improbmble, the
Prodpcitriys cass becomes
liable 1o bo raicgted, i
utatad

Already, the accused
have spani a substantial
bortion of their semtunce
and despite such glaring
lgoplioles In the case of the
utlon, Il would be
¥ of justize if the
uetused sk namod above are
Incalcernted sny further
Therefure, the impiigned
[udgment I8 sel anide, anid
Ihe  mppellants/ anctised
namaky - Al ou {TAFE
Salyales| Riswas & Salie
unil Yanln Khan & Tehng
areaequitiod i the presom
case, the court
widered (7T1)
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