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23 August 2013 
 
 
Jim Walker to retire from WesTrac. 

 

Jim Walker today announced his retirement from WesTrac. 

 

Mr Walker joined the company in 1989 and commenced his career as an apprentice with Hastings Deering 43 years ago.   

Mr Walker has been the Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of WesTrac for the past 13 years leading the 

company’s rapid development in industrial services in Australia and China. 

 

Commenting, Mr Walker said: “My time at WesTrac and the Caterpillar dealership organisation has given me many 

opportunities I would never have thought possible when I commenced my apprenticeship. Over the years I have met so 

many people and made many friends through the Caterpillar dealership organisation and our customers.  They will remain 

friends forever. I thank my wife Lesley and my family for the support they have given to me over many years. I also wish 

to thank Kerry Stokes, the company and everyone with whom I have been involved over the years for their support and 

wish everyone and the company all the best for the future.” 

 

Commenting Mr Kerry Stokes AC, Executive Chairman of Seven Group Holdings, said: “Jim is truly a legend of the 

industry.  We honour his work and commitment to the company, our people and our customers over so many decades.  

He is WesTrac.  I have known Jim for 25 years and he is a friend and a colleague.  Jim’s contribution to WesTrac and 

Seven Group Holdings has been extraordinary.  People like Jim don’t come around all that often in life but I’m so pleased 

that he’ll still be working with us in a new role post retirement building on our partnerships with Caterpillar and our key 

customers.” 

 

Commenting Mr Don Voelte AO, Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer of Seven Group Holdings, said: “We have 

come to understand Jim’s decision to take a step back from his role as CEO of WesTrac.  We will miss him.  On behalf of 

all of us at Seven Group Holdings and WesTrac, we acknowledge Jim’s extraordinary career and in particular his keen 

active interest and focus on our people and our customers.  We have taken him up on his offer of a generous transition 

period as we commence our succession process for the role of CEO of WesTrac.” 

 

Following Mr Walker’s announcement, he has also advised Seven Group Holdings that today he is resigning as a Director 

on the Board of Seven Group Holdings Limited. 
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About WesTrac: 

 

WesTrac Group is an authorised Caterpillar dealer in Western Australia, New South Wales and the Australian Capital 

Territory in Australia and in north-east China.   WesTrac Group is an equipment management company that offers a 

total equipment solution to clients, extending beyond the sale of equipment.  The total solution encompasses the 

entire life cycle of equipment – with the initial sale the start of an ongoing customer relationship. 

 

About Seven Group Holdings:  
 

Seven Group Holdings (SGH) is a leading Australian diversified operating and investment group with market leading 

businesses and investments in industrial services and media.  In industrial services, WesTrac Group is the sole 

authorised Caterpillar dealer in Western Australia, New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory in Australia, and 

in North Eastern China territories. WesTrac Group is one of Caterpillar's top five dealers globally (by sales value). SGH 

also owns AllightSykes, a supplier of lighting towers, generators and pumps, and has a 45 per cent shareholding in 

Coates Hire, Australia’s largest equipment hire business.   In media, SGH has a 35.3 per cent shareholding (and 

additional convertible interest) in Seven West Media, Australia’s largest multiple platform media company, including the 

Seven Network, West Australian Newspapers, Pacific Magazines and Yahoo!7. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


